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When the Mark [1] appeared on the market the desi gners/manufacturers in
their wisdom decided that the space inside the boat would be more usable
if the central mast support was removed and the coachroof under the mast
was reinforced. This certainly did improve the liveability of the boat, and
many of these boats have successtully been in use for 30 years or so
without any problem. I have only seen one instance of the mast going
down through the coachroof

Inn the mid-seventies when T first started to sail Mk [11's I decided that the
standing rigging as supplied on the boats was incorrect and what is more,
it did not correspond with the des; gn. I could not get the ri gging to
maintain its tune and so decided to measure the deflection of the
coachroof. There was 1/2" deflection just by erecting the mast with the
boat on its trailer. I decided that it needed a support to enable me to
complete the tuning,

After successfully competing in the racing with this arran gement on Fickle
Friend', I suggested it as a modification i data sheet No 9 which is
available from the Secretary. (price £ 1 )
If you prefer workin g in wood rather than metal there is a simple way to
make a removable mast support. Decide on the section of the support,
about 2 1/2"x 1" as a suggestion. Make a 'pot' for the bottom to fit into -
that is a piece of thick ply with a rectangular hole in it to take the section
of the support, then fasten this to the floor beam vertically below the mast
step.Make a similar piece but with one of the smaller sides of the rectangle
cut out, and fasten this under the coachroof Next cut your mast support so
that with the bottom end in the bottom pot' you can push the top end into
the top 'slot'. If you use a nice piece of varnished wood it looks good and 1t
is easy to screw into for hooks efc.

Hopefully you have now got a dry boat inside and you would tike it to be
dry outside as soon as possible after the rain stops or perhaps when you
have been washing down i.e.no puddles on the deck!

Despite an attempt when the boat was manufactured to drain the rear
decks, the drain holes when fitted were far too small so water collects and
remains both behind the mainsheet track and in the outboard well,
particularly when vou have the Jater deep outboard well. To correct this I
refer to Data Sheet No 8 (again available from the Secretary)




I'wrote the aforementioned article in 1989. Another alternative which
have used since is to do the job with continuous soft copper tube (10mm
will do). Feed this through the side of the hull and up through the deck.
Bell mouth the top end and then pull down onto some body filler - then put
body filler on the inside of the hull round the pipe. Allow to set and then
clean up the outside.




