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WH AT'S I N A NAM E? 
We spent the New Year in the Lake 
Dist r ict , very beaut i ful i t was too. 
with snow on the mountains 
gl istening in the sunshine. No t r ip 
is complete wi thout look ing at 
boats ei ther on land or afloat . At 
this t ime of year most sai li ng boats 
are ashore and as we walked 
around recognising 'old fr iends' I 
began to wonder what makes 
people choose a name for thei r 
boat . I t is repor ted to be un lucky to 
change the name but t o most of us 
that is not a deterr ent . The sai l 
register of Si lhouett es cer tainly 
indicates that new owners put 
thei r own stamp on their purchase 
by renaming. 
At t he last count shapes. not t o 
ment ion all the recycled 
Sil houett es. I well remember 
spending hours t rying to make a 
decision for a name - many t imes! 
I f you make the mistake of asking 
for suggest ions from other people 
you wi l l find yoursel f with sheaves 
of names scrawled on odd scraps of 
paper , for i t seems downr ight rude 
not t o wr i te down your fr iends' 
suggest ions even i f you have no 
intent ion of using them! 
Hundreds of words get bandied 
about , every kind of' wind 

inst rument in an orchest ra, al l 
species of sea and land bi rds and a 
mult i tude of' words  
that can only be described as 
'abst ract '. Constel lat ions are 
another favour i te wi th many 
var iat ions added to the words 'sun' 
and 'moon'. Being Sinat ra fans we 
once had 'Summer Wind' which 
then led to the well -remembered 
'Fickle Fr iend'. Dur ing the Star 
Wars era we named our boat 
'Skywalker '. Perhaps i t was the 
numbers on the sai l which gave 
you inspi rat ion. 
A boat wi th the sai l number I 23 
became 'Einzweidrei ', rather a 
Germanic mouthful , perhaps 66 
'Devi l 's Own' is easier on the 
tongue. Dinghy sai lors often seem 
to come up wi th or iginal names l ike 
'Hoofar ted', "Twice Night ly' and 
"Thanks Dad'. 
I t is interest ing that many boats 
have gi r ls' names, why are boats 
always 'she'? With so many exper t 
lady helmswomen around today 
perhaps the t rend should be 
reversed. l choose 'Bond - James' of 
course.! 
We know the or igin of' some of our 
owners names, Tony Eden's 
'Blessim'. Roger Ti tshall 's 'Omebac' 
and the late-lamented Three M's' 
need no explanat ion. Perhaps 
'Pixie', 'Sparr ow' and 'Nutmeg' 
indicate the smal l size of a 
Sil houet te. 'Playmate' tell s us what 
she means to Mar ion Jones. Now 
what about 'Poll y? Dave's wi fe is 
cal led Lesley. I s there a story here? 
I am sure there must he lots of 
other stor ies. 
What 's in a name? Do tel l us - 
let ters to the Edi tor please! 
 
Barbara.M. Heald. Hon. Sec 
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We have had a bag fu l l of corre sponden ce t h i s mon t h so p l ease k eep sen di n g 
i t i n – i t ’s gre at t o h ear f r om you wheth er i t ’s by ema il or by sn ai l mai l . . We 
have had a very wel come ema il f r om t wo l ongstandi n g f r i ends of t h e 
Associ at i on f r om down un der Davi d and Mad el ei ne Bar nes  wh o wr i t e: 
 G©dday and Happy New Year to you all from us "downunder" in New Zealand, 
Westpor t to be precise.  
Sadly our fi rst bi t of news is that Madeleines dad, Ron Fai rman had a fal l just before 
Chr istmas and broke his pelvis. Ron was Hon. Treasurer for t he Associat ion for 
many of i t s ear ly years. Most of us older Sil houet ters wil l remember him and I r is 
put t ing on a lovely display of bal l room dancing on the sprung floor of the Guil dhal l i n 
Plymouth at t he Ral l ies of t he 1960©s - ear ly 70©s. Well , he was dancing as usual but 
not wi th I r is!  The music must have been st il l in h is head as he "wal tzed" a chair 
back whi lst everyone was t idying up after a session at t he Grey Power  Club. He 
t r ipped and as the saying goes ... t hat was his pelvis. For his sins, which are many of 
course, he spent Chr istmas in hospi tal and has some rehabi li tat ion to go t hrough. 
Anyone want ing t o get in t ouch can e-mai l us and we wil l forward any messages. 
davidbarnes@xt ra.co.nz  
Recent ly we had a sale of chandlery that we st i l l have from our "Boatshop" in Picton 
and yes, we st il l do have many, many bargains for you. Just e-mai l and ask - Visa 
cards accepted!  One customer from our nearest t own 100 kms down the 
coast , ment ioned he was restor ing a boat which we probably had not heard of ........ 
we floored him of course when he found out just how much we knew about 
Sil houet tes.  He happi ly went on his way having bor rowed the Journals, purchased 
some very cheap equipment and the promise of some photocopies of Hur ley sales 
pamphlets of the ear ly 1960©s we st i ll have.  I wil l do copies for t he Journal of t hose i f 
requi red.  
Now for some photos.. more t o come but t hey wi ll have to be pr inted off as we took a 
lot of "t ransparencies" in those days. There are 
some good ones of t he racing in 1964 and the 
characters of the day. We had about 50 
Sil houet tes at t he ral ly which was when George 
Hur ley©s t rucks used to be del iver ing Sil houet tes 
al l over t he count ryside and would br ing back 
those want ing t ranspor t t o t he Ral ly.  
Fi rst photo of t he stern of my boat  SI I 
1472 "Nauru", I t hought might be of interest for 
those "DIY mods" types. The stern locker on t he 
SI I was encumbered by the rudder tube and was 
di ff icul t t o access through the l i t t le cover 
especiall y for fenders which generall y you 
wanted to whip out . The rudder , at t he acute angle was not t oo efficient ei t her . My 
tube wore out and so I took i t out replacing i t wi th a ver t ical ly posi t ioned one up and 
down the bulkhead. Made a new rudder wit h a bigger sur face area,  which was not 
real ly necessary because of t he efficiency gained. I used a fold up t i ll er head from a 
Signet and a GRP hatch from a SI I I . Hur ley©s were in full swing and i t was easy to 
get al l sor t s of useful spares and adaptat ions. The final gain was having a far bet t er 
mainsheet sl ide r ight under t he end of t he boom across the stern behind t he new 
rudder post . 
 

 
 
Next photo is of the pr ize winners in 1971, I think? I n the photo from left , fi r st 
gent leman©s name I cannot recall , t hen Mrs Margaret Maloney (Commodores wi fe). 
Then Her Worship the Mayor of Plymouth, Commodore Harry Maloney, i t s on t he t ip 
of my tongue as to t he next character and t he final  bloke is me... huh, must have 
been the last t ime I wore a suit !!!  
The other  photo was taken dur ing the rall y in 1968 I t hink, from the wal l of Sut ton 
harbour  looking out t o the ent rance at t he Mayflower steps which are on t he r ight 

behind t he Signet©s sail . 
Mountbat t en and Staddon 
Heights behind and to the left . 
No mar ina and plent y of mud ! 
We would moor 
"Medi ter reanean fashion" 
stern on t o the wal l . Hur ley©s 
had special ladders which they 
hung over and r igged wi res to 
which the sternl ines were 
hi t ched too. As I recal l t his 
was photo was taken just after 
lunch and we were all off out 

for r ace number 2 of the Ral ly in the afternoon.  
This accounts for some of us at being anchor as i t was easier for a quick lunch stop. 
There sure were some good tales about dropping the anchor in the r ight spot t o moor 
up at t he end of the day and the subsequent effor ts in t he morning when recover ing 
those anchors ..... and your next door 
neighbours who also recovered his next 
door nei ....... yep, you get t he picture. 
My Sil houet te is SII 1472, t he one ahead 
of me is SI I 1258 and al together t here 
are 14 Sil houett es in t he photo.  
OK,  that©s i t for now we expect some 
recoll ect ions from other older members 
as t o who is in the photos and hope 
others enjoy them. Above all , I not ice 
from Kei th Rymer©s let ter t o t he 
Ed. December 2002 i t is marvel lous that 
aft er al l these years "The Si lhouet te 
Nat ional Ral ly" soldiers on giving exact ly t he same pleasure and exper ience we al l 
enjoyed those many years ago. Wel l done everyone, long may i t cont inue.  
Best regards to one and al l from this fami ly. David and Madeleine Barnes 
( Thanks for that David and Madeleine. We all hope Ron is wel l and truly on the 
mend and I hope some of hi s old shipmates get i n touch wi th h im through the emai l 
address you have given and yes, we agree wi th you, l ong may the Plymouth Rall y’s 
continue.)  
Anoth er l et t er f r om a d i f f ere n t par t of t h e wor l d , a l bei t another on e of t he 
col on i es, arr i ved by emai l , t h i s t i me f r om Fl or i da  
Greet ings from Tit usvi ll e Flor ida, home of the Kennedy Space Center and the Space 
Shutt le!  
 My name is James Car ter and I am the owner of t he Prop©a Place Hobby Shop here 
in Ti tusvi l le.  Back in 1981, I  found a Si lhouet te 17© sail boat , wi th t rai ler , in Rome  
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New York.  I t was in rather bad shape when I fi r st saw i t but I real ly l iked that 
boat .  I decided I was going to make i t sea wor thy again and spent t he fol lowing  
winter repair ing t he hul l and t he cabin.  One thing I not iced from your web ar t icle 
was t he lack of ment ion as to the boat being bui l t wi th twin skegs or keels.  I found 
that t hey were designed for t idal water locat ions i f someone wanted to go ashore for 
the night .  Also, the boat I bought apparent ly had an inboard single cyli nder diesel 
engine at some point  in i t©s past but i t had been removed by the t ime I bought i t and 
an outboard mount had been added.  Well , I was in Lake Champaign when we re 
chr istened her and as such, t idal act ion was never an issue but I did t ry running i t 
aground just t o see i f i t worked.  I t did!    
Please tell me, is this boat type st il l avai lable and i f so where would be a good 
star t ing point to locate one.  I had to sel l mine back in 1982 just before we had to 
ship out t o Okinawa Japan.  Unfor tunately, we weren©t all owed to ship the boat wit h 
us.  I look forward t o hear ing from you wi th any possible leads you can offer .  Thank 
you and God Bless. Jim Car ter , owner Prop©a Place Hobby Shop 329 S. Washington 
Ave. Ti t usvil le, Flor ida 32796 phone/fax: 321.267.5999 
(I have emai led a reply to J im and hope he joins the Association as he i s obviously a 
fel l ow Si lhouette lover .) Now then can anyone an swer t h i s qu est i on – where can 
J ames get a t i l l er stock f r om ? 
H i, I am just about t o send off my subscript ion and wanted add, but t hought I ©d also 
chance a quest ion.  Trying t o get hold of a t i l ler stock for my mk2 Si lhouet te.  Bronze, 
to fi t rudder r od approx 18mm wi th two arms approx 6" in length, which sandwich 
the wooden t i ll er . Haven©t had any luck t racing one in Jersey - can they st il l be 
bought? Any help much appreciated .Regards James Aver ty 
J ohn Dak i n i s on t he move an d l ook i n g f or i n fo on moor i ng i n t he Ch i chester 
are a  (wherever i t i s John, i t’’l l cost an arm and a leg)  
 I hope to br ing my Pageant , K ima, down to t he Chichester area this season for a 
whil e. My son, Jonathan, has just got a job in Por tsmouth, and we would l ike to 
explore t he area. At the moment we are based in I pswich. Can you give us some help 
wi th possible moor ing places.  
I have heard that i t is very crowded, and would l ike to know of some park ing places 
before I set off. Thanks, and best wishes, John Dakin 
The Cal ad on i an Cr u i se i s get t i ng cl oser and Tony Eden i s up t o h i s ar mpi t s 
i n or gan i si ng i t . I f you a r e i n terested i n goi ng con tact Tony ASAP  
Regarding the proposed cruise on the Caladonian Canal After my request for a date for the trip I 
had 2 votes for directly after the  Windermere weekend and one for a week later, Nobody else 
seemed to be concerned, so we will go directly after Windermere. We will meet weekend 17-18 
May, hopefully  be rigged and launched Sunday night ready to start our cruise on Monday 19th.I 
have been in contact with the committee of the Lochaber Yacht Club which  
is only 2 miles from the entrance to the canal, and they will provide launching  
and parking for the week at a cost of £ 20 per boat. This is a much better  
arrangement as I am talking to the people who make the decisions, also if  
there are any early arrivals, cruising in the vicinity of the yacht club is  
very rewarding with views from the water of Ben Nevis. Next month I will have a cruise plan, but 
as I said at the start I hope this will be a leisurely trip, dictated more by what we find when we get 
there and the weather,   Regards Tony EdenInfo from the forum. Tony H left this snip-it on the 
Forum. I think everyone knows SREWFIX as most people get a catalogue from them every few 
months  
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I don©t know i f members know about t his, but SCREWFIX DIRECT sel l ant i-
condensat ion paint which t hey say is for Bathrooms Ki tchens Laundr ies and 
swimming pools and wi l l absorb 365grams of water per square met re. Also ANTI - 
FOUL, Non-Sli p deck paint and al l of the brass and stainless hinges, bolt s, etc 
Regards Tim  
You can i magi ne my su r pr i se wh en I re cei ved a  l et t er f r om the Admi r a l t y 
l ast week –I t h ough t I was on my way,  back t o t h e Gu l f ! 
I wr i te wi th reference to Pete Derr y’s let ter r espect ing my locall y endorsed t i t le of 
Admiral of the Draycot t Nursery.  Essent ial ly, li ving on the Mendip escarpment I ’m 
wait ing for a canal t o be dug across the Somerset levels to al low Twopence to be 
moored at home thus al leviat ing t he onerous  mar ina fee’s.  
Being a “l i t t le” admiral , metaphor icall y not physical ly, I fly a St Georges Burgee, 
not ing that i t is i ll egal t o sail under a St Georges flag, that being the perogat ive of 
Admirals of the Royal Navy only. 
Wi th reference t o being an “afecinado of t he Wine”, ah yes he has a point t here.  I 
real ised the signi ficance of t his when some weasel t ook the cork out of my lunch a 
few years ago.  Wi th t ime I ’ve accepted that , to quote Radio 4 “Quote Unquote”, I ’d 
rather have a full bot t le in front of me than a ful l frontal l obotomy.  As Noah said to 
his wi fe “I don’t care where t he water goes as long as i t doesn’t get into t he Wine”. 
‘Two pence’ always carr ies a bot t le of wine or two, not for use when sai li ng of course.  
But a bi te of food and a glass of wine is civili zed; far bett er t han a couple of “pints” 
wi th a large pasty before sail ing.  An alcoholi c is not a man who dr inks t oo much, but 
a man who can’t dr ink enough! Please, Pete recall I ’m cer tainly not a drunken 
Admiral li ke many of t he 18/19th century Admirals who agued “you are not drunk i f 
you can li e on the floor wi thout holding on”  Anyway I raise a “glass” to those many 
fr iends, ladies and gent lemen, of the SOIA.  As the navy say “Spi r i t s up” 
John Greengrass  
Cl i ve Cummi ngs, ou r Associ at i on l i br a r i an , i s goi ng t o l et me have a l i st of 
t h e book s he has for l oan wh i ch I wil l publ i sh an d maybe i ncl ude a re vi ew 
page i f t here are an y I have read mysel f . I don 't t h i nk many peopl e ava il 
t h emsel ves of t h i s faci l i t y bu t more on t h i s next mon th . I n t h e mean t i me 
Cl i ve has k ept us up t o da te on t he goi ngs on i n t h e Sol en t are a wi t h t he 
fol l owi ng re por t  
The Solent rep of the SOIA was aboard his boat at 2200hrs on Fr iday night having 
t ravel led down to Langstone Harbour by t rain. This was par t ly due t o the icy 
condi t ions on the roads and a loud wheel bear ing. HW was at 0500 hrs sat morning 
so an ear ly wake was requi red t he alarm was set for 0630.  
Temperature in the cabin of Angelus my steel Tahi t iana had peeked at 10c but on 
get t ing up i t was 1c and –5c out side. There was a chi ll y NE wind blowing. I bent the 
sai ls and cleared out of my swinging moor ing an hour later . I picked up a moor ing in 
Langstone fairway in about 50feet of water . Dur ing the previous week I had been in 
communicat ion wi th, and had joined a vi r tual reali t y sai li ng meet ing web si te  
www .pbomeets@yahooclubs.com   and to my amusement t hey star ted to cal l up on 
ch77 as posted. At 1000hrs we set sai l wi th t he wind up the chuff, and an hour or so 
later anchored up just west of Southsea pier .  
The local radio stat ion was saying that the roads in t he Por tsmouth area were 
chocker . We could see thousands of people going t o and gather ing around the vantage 
points on the ent rance of Por tsmouth Harbour . The local radio stat ion t hen at 
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1215hrs cut into t he gardening programme to give a l ive blow-by-blow account of t he 
HMS ARK ROYAL coming off her ber th and put t ing t o sea.  
There were 3 heli copters flying overhead as we got t he 1st sight ings of her upper 
works across Southsea Common. As she was coming out into ful l view the usual 
MOD mar ine poli ce and hundreds of smal ler pr ivate craft were escor t ing her . More 
smoke came out t he stack and the bow wave increased leaving smal ler boats 
wal lowing in her wake then al l of sudden a smal l single engine plane flying in from 
the South made a shall ow dive towards the ARK. The plane had come from the 
direct ion of Seaview on t he I OW. My crew al l groaned ªoh noº, but as t he plane drew 
level wi t h bows there was a wobble of t he wings and then i t banked sharply r ight 
and flew off towards Fratt on. Rel ief al l round. More smoke, more speed towards the 
for ts passed a PO fer ry, which had been jil l ing around for an hour or so t hen off 
towards the Nab Tower and over the hor izon.  
After al l the fuss was over we motored up t o Camper Nicks where my crew 
disembarked kosovan style, I turned around and cleared out and went t o cat ch the 
others up en route for t he Foll y I nn just south of Cowes up the River Medina We had 
a good run ashore in the pub foll owed by a night cap on a Jeaanua nearer to the 40' 
mark. I had a problem rowing back t o my boat , I had to employ a chopping mot ion on 
the oar blades to get t hem through the ice t hat was forming across the r iver . Next 
day the r iver was frozen up in al l direct ions as far as you could see. 
No problems to a 9 ton steel boat wi th a 45horse Perkins. I then t ook on 35 l i t res of 
pink for £8.20p at Cowes and in glor ious sunshine sai led back for Langstone in a F3 
WNW. People at work today have asked i f I have been on t he sun bed again. 
Cl ive Cummings. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I f y ou h av e t w o peopl e i n a boat sl app i ng at each  o t h er w i t h  t h e 
oar s, w h at i s i t cal l ed ?       (Answ er ) Row ed Rage  

Copy dates 
Copy date i s the 13th of the month preceding i ssue. Please 
send me your logs or Sil houett e photographs and any other 
anecdotes or newsworthy i tems.  Anyone who has given me 
thei r email address will receive a copy in the post and in a 
zipped email and after a few months, if acceptable, the snail 
mail copy will be dropped to those people only and they will 
get t hei r copy by e-mail if  they want i t t hat way. Please also 
remember that t he journal i s on the websi te as a PDF fil e in 
the members area. All copies are there since last October. I f 
you want t o receive your copy by email , please let me know.  
J C                  
Emai l      i n fo@soi a.com  

Th i nk i ng of changi ng t he nam e of yo ur boat ? 
 

veryone knows tha t renaming your boa t w ill b ring nothing but bad luc k 
and make your boa ting experienc e something tha t you will want to 
forget. But wha t ha pp ens when, a fter months of searc hing , you find your 
d rea m silhouette and your w ife doesn’ t like the na me. We bought S111 
Iona , whic h is a lovely name, b ut Sue wanted to c hange it t o Nomad 

whic h, see felt,  was more in keep ing w ith wha t we wanted to d o in the boa t. 
Now then, being ex MN and knowing a ll about le tting or not le tting c lerymen on 
board etc etc I rea lised tha t renaming a b oa t is not something to b e done lightly. 
Sinc e the beg inning of time, sa ilors have sworn tha t there a re unluc ky ships and 
the unluc kiest ships of a ll a re those who have defied the gods and c hanged their 
names. So, is there a way to c ha nge a name a nd not inc ur the wra th of those 
deities tha t rule the e lements? Well yes there is. Ac c ord ing to legend , eac h a nd 
every vessel is rec ord ed by name in the Ledg er of the Deep and is known 
persona lly to Poseidon, or Nep tune, the god of the sea . It is log ic a l therefore, if 
we w ish to c ha nge the name of our boa t, the first thing you have to do is to 
purge its name from the Ledg er of the Deep and from Poseidon’s memory.  
This is an involved p roc ess beginning with the remova l or ob litera tion of every 
tra c e of the boa t’ s c urrent identity. This is essentia l a nd must be done thoroughly. 
I knew a n owner who went through the c eremony a fter the owner had a ssured 
him tha t every re ferenc e to his boa t’s o ld name had been purged from her. A 
c oup le of wee ks la ter, he d isc overed he had missed a faded name on her 
floa ting key c ha in.He was advised to sta rt a ll over aga in, perhap s w ith a litt le 
extra lib a tion for the ruler of the sea . Unfortuna te ly, he d ec lined . Sinc e then, his 
boa t has bee n struc k by lightning , had its engine ruined b y the ing ress of the sea , 
been d amaged by c o llision and fina lly sunk! It pa ys to be thorough. 
In purg ing your boa t, it is ac c ep ta b le to use Retyp e c orrec ting fluid or some 
simila r ob litera ting fluid to errase  the boa t’ s name from log books, eng ine and 
ma intenanc e rec ords etc ., b ut it is muc h easier to simp ly remove the offend ing 
doc ument from the boa t and sta rt a fresh. Don’ t forget the life rings and 
espec ia lly the transom and forward na me boards. Do not under any 
c irc umsta nc es c a rry ab oard any item bea ring your boa t’ s new name until the 
purg ing and renaming c eremonies ha ve been c omp leted ! Onc e you a re c erta in 
every referenc e to her old name ha s been removed from her, a ll tha t is left to do 
is to p repare a meta l tag w ith the o ld name written on it in wa ter-so lub le ink. You 
w ill a lso nee d two bottles of reasona b ly good Whiskey.  Sue and I performed the 
c eromeny a t on a c old d a rk  Februa ry evening (midnight  ac tua lly bec ause Sue 
thought if anyone saw us we would b e c a rted off) Anywa y we stood on the 
quaysid e, ho ld ing hand s, and I shouted into  the deep  
“ Oh mighty and great ruler of the seas and oceans, to whom al l ships and we who 
venture upon your vast domain are requi red to pay homage, implore you in your 
graciousness to expunge for al l t ime from your records and recol lection the name I ona 
which has ceased to be an enti ty in your kingdom. As proof thereof, we submi t t his 
i ngot bear ing her name to be cor rupted through your powers and forever be purged 
from the sea. (At t his point , the prepared metal tag was dropped from the bow of the 
boat into the sea.)  
I n grateful acknowledgment of your muni fi cence and d ispensation, we offer these 
l ibations to your majesty and your cour t. (Pour at least half of the bot t le of Whiskey 
into t he sea from East t o West . Well -  approximately half. The remainder may be 
passed your guests or as in my case i f your guest s don't l i ke Whiskey dr ink i t 
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yourself) Oh mighty and great ruler of the seas and oceans, to whom all ships and we 
who venture upon your vast domain are requi red to pay homage, implore you in your 
graciousness to take unto your records and recol lection thi s wor thy vessel hereafter 
and for all t ime known as Nomad  guarding her wi th your mighty arm and tr i dent 
and ensur ing her of safe and rapid passage throughout her journeys wi thin your 
realm. 
I n appreciation of your muni fi cence, dispensation and in honour of your greatness, we 
offer these l ibations to your majesty and your cour t. (At t his point , the second  bott le 
of Whiskey, less one glass for the master and one glass for the mate are poured into 
the sea from West to East – again approximately!)  
 I don’ t remember turning in that night!  JC  
 

My first Experience of Saili ng 
by Frank Farug ia 
  
Sail ing? What exact ly does i t mean and what do people find interest ing in sai l ing?  
This is what I used to think about sail ing unt i l two year ago.  I never r eal ly had an 
interest in sai l ing most ly due t o lack of knowledge on the spor t .  
I used t o hold conversat ions wi th my boss about sai li ng (he owns a 30ft racing yacht 
which he skippers through races held around the Mal tese islands.  One of t hese races 
is the Rolex Cup Middle Sea Race).   
 I t was then I t hink that I real ly star t ed to comprehend the word sai l ing and i ts 
involvement .  I wanted to go and t ry sail ing!   For tunately a fr iend of mine (who 
rents boats) acquired a smal l 17ft sai l ing boat .   
My father and I (knowing nothing about saili ng), sai led out of Xlendi bay (one of 
Gozo main beaches) using the engine for a shor t distance unt il we reached the open 
sea.  The engine swi tched off and the sail s were put up.  There was a nice breeze and 
the sea was calm.  The boat amazingly star ted t o move slowly … The sense of peace 
and t ranqui l ly enchanted me.  I could not neit her bel ieve nor explain the fabulous 
sensat ion I fel t at t hat moment .    
I n the course of the fol lowing few months sai li ng had become one of my favour i te 
past imes.  The only t hing I wanted to do when I had some free t ime.   
An oppor tuni t y cropped up to buy my fi rst boat which I learned to sai l – a Si lhouet te 
SI I .  From that t ime on I star t ed buying books, videos and became a member of the 
Sil houet te I nternat ional Owners Associat ion (SI OA). 
Now I can say t hat Sai l ing is the ar t of going very slowly, usuall y in t he wrong 
direct ion, at great expense …. but a fascinat ing spor t !  Which I st il l have loads and 
loads of t hings t o learn about .  
A special t hanks goes to persons most speciall y John Clawson, Tony Harr is and Tony 
Eden, who had and cont inue having the pat ience to show me t ips and t r icks how to 
sai l and get t ing to know more t he boat I own. 
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M AK E A ND M END 
 

What’ s your favour ite gadget ? 
Silhouetters are naturally inventive folk, and most of us have devised or modified 
simple pieces of equipment, which has become invaluable over the years. I f you 
have some simple or even complex item please write in to the journal and share 
your genius with the rest of us! 

S111 No 34 after t otal restorat ion. 

 
(The four t h of a ser i es of ar t i cl es by Den i s H eald.)  

S III – REBUI L D 
Any sketches, measurements, mater ial s, sizes 
and much of the text refers to Mk I II 
Sil houettes, but a great deal of the 
information wil l also be useful for work on 
Mk II Sil houettes, especial l y G.R.P. ones. 
S I l l – REBUILD - PART 4 

Under t he f l oor  
The par t of the boat under the floor is very 
impor tant . There are two box sect ion gi rders 
and some wooden floor beams that are fibre 
glassed onto the skin of t he bott om of the 
boat . I f t hese are sound and the fibreglass 
has not delaminated from the metal , wood or 
the bot tom of the boat then you are for tunate 
and apar t from a good clean and paint you 
can proceed wit h other things. The 
laminat ions of the hunk sides and bulkheads 
to t he bott om of the boat should also be 
sound. But t hey are of much less 
impor tance to the st rength of t he boat . 
I f, as is oft en the case, par t icular ly i f the 
boat has been left for any length of t ime wit h water in i t , the gi rders are badly 
corroded, t hen they should be replaced. 
The purpose of the gi rders is to give the bot tom of t he boat , and in par t icular the 
bi lge keels, the r igidi ty they need when sai l ing hard and especial ly when the boat 
takes the ground. Without t hese gi rders the keels vibrate alarmingly when sai li ng 
and they wi l l "hog" when the boat t akes the ground and even when i t just stands on 
the t rai ler . .Just for informat ion "hogging" is when the keel or keels of a boat distor t 
the bot tom of the boat by t rying t o push up into the bot t om. I ment ion t his to st ress 
the impor tance of these gi rders because to replace t hem is a major t ask. 
I f the bunk sides are rot t en, remove them and thei r framework and have some new 
girders welded up li ke the old ones. Chop out t he old ones and re-glass t he new ones 
in place. To do t he job wi th the bunk frame and sides in posi t ion you wi l l have to 
make ver t ical slots down through the bunk sides and framework to get t he old 
girders out and the new ones in place. The wooden floor beams are usual ly sound. I t 
should only be necessary to re-laminate them on to t he hull bot t om. 
You must ensure that t hese wooden beams and the floor of the boat are absolutely 
dry before you do any laminat ing otherwise i t wi ll be a waste of t ime! 
I have seen one or two S I l l©s where these metal gi rders are sol id. This suggests an 
al t ernat ive method of replacement wi th sol id square or r ectangular sect ions plated 
and bolt ed in t he floor space. This way i t is much easier to get t he girders in posi t ion 
wi thout dest roying too much of the bunk st ructure. To get comparat ive r igidi t y to a 
welded box sect ion you will need 6mm mi ld steel plate ei ther side of your soli d 
sect ion and three I 2mm bolt s on each side of the boat cent rel ine. They must he a 
good fi t in the plates and through the steel sect ion. When you are sat isfied wit h the 
under floor si tuat ion just have a good look back under the cockpi t floor . Here is the 
bott om par t of the rudder tube where i t is glassed into t he hul l . I f there are any rust 



st reaks at al l on the par t where i t is glassed in, the rudder tube wil l cer tainly have to 
be renewed. That wi l l be the subject of the next ar ticle. 





Leaky Locke r s Cu r ed
By Fred Hutchinson 

Despit e many exper iments and innovat ions, I have found that leakage always occurs 
in t he cockpit lockers of an S11. Reli ance is placed on the contact between the cockpi t 
cover and the moulding around the locker opening on GRP Si lhouet tes. This fi t is not 
per fect , and al though the moulding has a channel to get r id of rain and seawater 
leakage into the cockpi t lockers always occurs. A rubber gasket glued t o the 
underside of t he li d 
proved unsat isfactory 
on my boat and I 
decided to solve the 
problem once and for 
al l . One inch by hal f 
inch teak was 
obtained and this was 
glued wit h Araldi t e, 
and also screwed at 6 
inch intervals onto 
the 5/8th inch flange 
on the inside of the 
cockpit moulding. Sel f 
adhesive sponge 
rubber st r ip was 
stuck on t op of this 
assembly, and a fur ther supply of ¾ inch by hal f inch t eak was screwed to t he li d so 
that i f formed a flange around the fist assembly. The l ids are raised sl ight ly by t his 
modi ficat ion, but t his causes no problem. A stainless steel hasp and staple are also 
fi t ted as a secur i ty precaut ion. The advantages of the modi ficat ion are that no water 
rain r slop finds i t 's way into t he lockers. Any sli ght warping of the li ds is no 
problem. They are secure and easi ly removed for access to t he lockers. Since making 
the change two years ago my lockers have always remained dry.   

 

 

 

 

New  Gear r eview                 Goi ng on a d i r t y w eek end? 
Ideal for a di r t y weekend, one where you know you're going t o get wet¼.. these  
New Wet and dry Holdall s from Crewsaver have a weal th of handy features for 
the act ive sai lor . Avai lable in large (36cm × 36cm × 76cm) and medium 30cm × 
33cm × 71cm), both are equipped wit h numerous zipped side pockets, including a 
document pocket wi th cardholder and var ious accessory pockets, one of which 
even operates in ‘personal ' organizer style. The two main compar tments have 
capacit ies large enough for buoyancy aids and sail ing clothing and are spl i t into 
Wet and dry sect ions to ensure al l gear is separated, not saturated.  Both can be 
t ight ly secured using heavy-duty zips.  Other features include an exter ior 
shockcord jacket t rap, useful for holding a sai l ing t op and a separate boot 
compar tment wit h zip closure and mesh aerat ion panel to prevent t he bui ld up 
of foot rot . These new Crewsaver Holdal ls can be carr ied every which way.  They 
have dual padded car ry handles, a removable padded adjustable shoulder st rap 
and grab handles ei ther end.  Thei r tough heavy-duty polyester const ruct ion is 
buil t t o last wi th a reinforced PVC base to stop water penet rat ing the underside 
and reducing wear and t ear when you drag i t along the ground. Our rating **** 

, 

Hampshire, PO12 1AQ, England.    

Tel: 023 9252 8621



Replacing the Bilge Keels on a 
GRP MK11 Silhouette 

By Denis Heald 
The fi rst job is to remove the old keels. Jack the boat up ei t her on i t 's t rail er or on 
blocks so t hat t he cent re keel is a few inches higher t han t he bi lge keels and t he boat 
can be careened so the bil ge keels can be removed in t urn. I found i t easier t o do the 
removal and replacement of one side completely before tackl ing the other one. The 
bi lge keels are each held on by two rows of 3/8th inch by 3 inch nuts and countersunk 
bolt s. The nuts and washers are accessible under the ber ths et each side and 
al t hough the nuts wi l l probably come of easi ly t he bolt s wi ll need a good dr i ft and a 
lump hammer. The keels on a fibreglass S11 are di fferent from the wooden boat in 
that t he top edge of the flange is st raight , and t he hull moulding is shaped to 
accommodate i t . There is also a hal f inch t hick wooden bedding piece between the top 
flange and the GRP moulding. When the old keel i s removed the boat must be 
suit ably suppor ted so that you can cl imb in and out wit hout fear that t he boat wi ll 
t ip. Take patt erns of the keel plate and the t op flange and take them to your local 
steel fabr icat ion shop to have two of each profi le cut . I paid £60 for t hem in 3/8th mil d 
steel (but i t was some few years ago so you wi ll probably pay more now). Al though 
the plans say 3/8th inch Hur leys used to use 5/16th thick bi lge keels, and that should 
be a l i t t le cheaper . 
Before welding t he top flange to the keel plate i t is much easier t o dr i l l and 
countersink the flange before i t is at t ached to the plate. Then the plate is welded to 
the flange, tacked about every six inches and then deep penet rat ion weld. I f you 
cannot do this 
yourself you wil l 
have to enl ist t he 
help of you local 
welder . Take care 
that you ident i fy the 
front /rear ends of the 
plates and the 
correct edge of the 
flange before 
welding. You can 
mark for dr il l ing 
ei ther by using the old keel flange or the hul l i t sel f and just t o make sure, you can 
att ach the flange to t he hul l as a dummy run before welding, t hen you know all t he 
holes wi l l l ine up when you fi t the finished keel. New bol ts and nuts wi l l probably be 
requi red  
You may consider galvanising the new keel plates al t hough I personal ly feel that t he 
new keels wil l out last the boat anyway. 
When refi t t ing you wil l need to bed the flanges on t o the wooden bedding pieces (you 
may or may not need to renew these) wit h mast ic between both joint s, cleaning 
excess off aft er t ightening evenly. 
The total t ime taken for me to do the whole job was three days including making t he 
new keels, but excluding procurement t ime for the steel .    
 
 

This Month’s log…By Graham Platts
Fleetwood - Beaumar is - Skippool. 

I ncept ion 

Wel l i t was al l  my brothers faul t . 
‘Avocet ' was moored in Fleetwood 
Mar ina at great expense. I offered to 
remove ‘Smokey' from the ber th at 
Skippool t o make room for ‘Avocet ' 
and Br ian wanted t o have one more 
sai l ing t r ip on the I r ish Sea before 
the end of the season. Want ing t o 
clock up more sea miles and gain 
more exper ience, I all owed mysel f to 
be persuaded to for fei t a couple of 
workdays and be asked where I 
would li ke to go. Aft er a few greedy, 
over ambit ious/impossible 
suggest ions and dependant on the 
condi t ions of the day, the skipper 
would have t he final say. 

The Plan 

Four days sai l ing to take in possible 
opt ions of; SW to Anglesey, W to 
IOM, N to Whi tehaven, perhaps 
include Peel I sland en route or any 
combinat ion. Par t of t he plan was t o 
arr ive at the mar ina immediately 
aft er att ending a Wednesday evening 
‘day skipper ' course at Fleetwood 
Naut ical Coll ege; motor out of the 
lock gates onto a moor ing buoy that 
night , ready for an ear ly star t 
Thursday morning.  Next door 
neighbour , Dave, a fel low ‘day 
skipper ' scholar dropped me off by 
the gates of the mar ina thir ty 
minutes late due to an overr un of t he 
course, in t he pour ing rain, complete 
wi th luggage, t o be met by a soaked 
brother and consequent ly missed the 
lock out t imes of t he mar ina. So far , 
so good! 

Wel l Dave wanted to see t he boat 
anyway and was duly invi t ed on 
board for tea and biscuit s. I could not  

help not icing his visible scanning of 
the inter ior of the cabin and i t s 
contents. I think he was sui tably 
impressed or was i t awe. No sooner 
had our visi t or left Br ian star t ed t o 
impress me wi t h his culi nary ski ll s 
by cooking one of my favour i tes ‘Spag 
Bol l ' (vegetar ian style of course) 
fol lowed by a nice cup of hot chocolate 
whil e we at t empted to decide the 
four-day plan. Aft er al l the 
del iberat ing the only posi t ive decision 
we made was to wai t unt i l the 5:30 
a.m. weather forecast . 

Day One - Thursday 

Spoi l t by the calm enclosed waters of 
the mar ina I slept wel l . So well in 
fact I missed the forecast . 
Responsible Br ian on the other hand, 
slept uneasy repeatedly waking t o 
hal f a dozen false 5:30 dreamy 
alarms. S. Wester li es veer ing 
wester ly to N. Wester ly dur ing the 
day meant t he fi rst passage sai l ing t o 
Anglesey the best opt ion. Working on 
an average of 4 knots, the 56 mil es 
should be easil y wit hin our grasp. 
Losing a couple of hours sail ing t ime 
wait ing for the lock gates to open 
al lowed us suff icient t ime to have a 
leisurely breakfast , (vegetar ian style 
of course), none of your t radi t ional 
sausage and bacon for t he next four 
days now matey! The ini t ial stage 
was calm and we motored t i ll way 
past t he fai rway buoy accompanied 
by only one or two other cruisers, but 
eventual ly t he breeze increased and 
we are sai li ng, wit h clear views off 
the coast of Blackpool , t he tower and 
beyond. After a couple of hours and a 
couple of snacks or so, t he skipper 
ensured the course was being 
maintained and took his fi rst of many 
snoozes, leaving me to hog the helm 
ooohhheeer rrr . Wel l I did ask for the 
exper ience and he did have a rest less 



night bless him. Wi th the joys of open 
sea, a steady breeze and no t raffic t o 
worr y about , t his sai li ng seemed 
qui te st raight forward, st ress free 
and enjoyable, however the 
weatherman/woman fai led in h is/her 
promise of the wind veer ing N. I t 
became increasingly di fficul t t o pinch 
against t he wind t o maintain the 
requi red heading for Anglesey. I 
thought I saw a Dolphin, I did see a 
Dolphin and then his mate, just 
outside L iverpool Bay of all places. 
Big brother confi rmed. 

Par t ly due to wind not veer ing to the 
Nor th, the t ides and currents not 
being in our favour , the night 
drawing in and the need to do some 
ser ious beat ing we inevit ably lost a 
lot of ground and t ime. We admit ted 
defeat on reaching Anglesey that 
night and scoured the coast between 
the Rhyl and Colwyn Bay to find a 
nice shel tered spot (bol t hole) for a 
comfor table night . Not having 
suit able local pi lotage we headed for 
what we thought looked l ike a 
harbour wall . As we drew nearer , the 
harbour t ransformed into 
a¼.caravan park? This was as good 
as i t gets, Br ian did a few depth of 
t ide calculat ions and decided t o 
anchor anyway. Al l would be revealed 
in t he morning. Another hear t y meal 
(vegetar ian of course) washed down 
wi th a small beer and sat isfied that 
we were not dragging, set t led in for a 
wel l-earned kip. 

A `scrubber ' and t hings t hat go ̀ bang' 
in the night . 

I was almost asleep when i t star ted 
and fear ing the worst , I t hought we 
had dr i fted t owards the shore and 
obviously in some kind of ser ious 
t rouble, my mind imagining every 
conceivable t ragedy. 

The waves were choppy, the t ide was 
going out , `Avocet ' was grounding and 

aft er each wave we dropped wi th a 
thud on t he seabed. The noise and 
vibrat ion caused me concern and I 
quest ioned the abi li t y of the boat t o 
wi thstand t he t reatment . I was t old 
qui te calmly, yes we are grounding, 
the boat can stand i t , designed to do 
this, per fect ly normal, qui te safe, go 
back t o sleep, but I did see him go out 
wi th a pole to feel the substance of 
the sea bed. I was almost asleep 
again when i t happened, I fel t a 
t ick l ing sensat ion on my face and 
immediately brushed i t aside only t o 
be repeated a few minutes later .and 
then again.  A fumbled examinat ion 
in t he dark revealed a precar iously 
balanced 5ft deck scrubber dislodged 
by t he banging of the boat , each t ime 
the boat rol led t he head swung 
towards my face. Lucky i t was just 
the deck scrubber ; you should have 
seen al l the other i t ems I had to 
share the fore cabin wi th. I was 
almost asleep again when i t star ted, 
a repeat per formance when the t ide 
returned, except Br ian had paddled 
out and reposi t ioned the anchor (and 
Avocet ) to lessen the impact . 

Day Two - Fr iday 

We had anchored just off a place 
cal led Abergele di rect ly opposi te yes, 
a caravan park. I t was quit e plain t o 
see now there was no harbour for 
mil es. Aft er the ordeal of last 
night /ear ly morning, `Avocet ' was 
si t t ing pret t y (except for Br ian's wet 
clothing t hat he'd used to reposi t ion 
the anchor draped over the guard 
rai ls) wi th picturesque views of the 
Welsh coast li ne. The plan was; no 
need to rush, good breakfast 
(vegetar ian of course) and cont inue t o 
Beaumar is wit h plenty of t ime to go 
ashore and st ret ch our `sea legs'. 
Leaving Abergele we saw al l the 
per fect ly sui t able anchorage places 
where we could have stayed all the 
way along Colwyn Bay towards 
L landudno. The scenery was 

spectacular , passing L i tt le t hen 
Great Ormes Head   t owards Puff in 
I sland and Anglesey wi th Snowdonia 
as a backdrop. Nei ther of us had a 
camera but t he vision is fi rmly 
planted. Approaching Puffin I sland 
we decided not to fol low a small 
cruiser , probably a local 
knowledgeable sai lor taking a shor t 
cut into the Menai St rai t s avoiding 
the char ted route around the island. 
After a bi t of a t ussle wi th the t ide 
and curr ent we were soon motor ing 
down the St rai t fol lowing t he `shor t 
cut t er ' Al though a shelt ered visi t ors 
moor ing area was marked behind No 
10 por t buoy we opted for one of 
many empty pr ivate moor ings closer 
to the pier at Beaumar is being more 
convenient to row ashore. The 
or iginal planned ETA to enable a 
dayli ght wander r ound the town 
sli pped somewhat , so we decided t o 
feed ourselves fi rst (vegetar ian of 
course) and then take a look round 
the cast le before a quick walk and a 
l i t t le li quid refreshment at t he local 
hostel r ies. 

The cast le was closed and after a 
scan around the per imeter we 
decided not to rekindle our 
mountaineer ing ski ll s in fear of being 
const rained on the inside unt i l the 
fol lowing season, al though a `st retch' 
could be one answer to my weight 
problem. We needed mi lk for the 
morning and to save lugging i t round 
the town returned to the dinghy just 
in t ime to prevent i t from being swept 
away by t he in-coming t ide. 
Beaumar is is a quaint li t t le place, 
wel l wor th t he visi t and the beer , 
wel l , that was al l r ight too I suppose, 
not being t he dr inking type of course. 
I all owed Br ian to row back, in the 
dark and against the t ide, I also 
al lowed him to make the hot 
chocolate before ̀ turning in' hopeful ly 
for a peaceful night , t omorr ow might 
be a long day depending on the ear ly 
morning forecast which I al lowed 

Br ian to wake for . Wel l he is the 
skipper ! 

Day Three - Saturday 

The forecast gave us st rong NW 
winds 4-5 occasional 6 but at least in 
the r ight di rect ion and we planned 
for a single hop all the way t o 
Fleetwood, a night moor ing by Knot t 
End and a leisurely cruise the 
fol lowing morning up the R. Wyre t o 
`Avocet 's' next home the jet ty at 
Skippool . At a higher t ide we took the 
shor t cut avoiding Puffin I sland and 
set our course st raight for Fleetwood. 
The going was good, in fact t he 
fur t her we sai led the bet t er more 
chall enging and exci t ing i t became, 
the st rong winds mater ial ised along 
wi th some rain, un t i l maybe 10 mil es 
or so from home we bat t led against 
the force 6,s and the on coming 
darkness. I now know what weather 
helm is! Br ian st il l managed to get 
his snoozes in though, something 
about needing t o store energy t o 
handle any impending emergencies. 

This was t he t hi rd t ime I 'd sai led into 
Fleetwood, once before on `Avocet ' 
wi th Br ian & El izabeth and once on 
Paget 's Lady a 35 footer but not in 
condi t ions l ike t his. Visibi li t y was 
poor enough to cause a st ruggle 
searching for and missing t he fairway 
buoy, (was i t cont inuous flashing or 
groups of 9?) di ff icul t t o t el l , ships 
were everywhere and we probably 
lost a couple hours. The best was t o 
come; on arr ival at t he moor ing buoys 
we had to contend wit h the st rong 
t idal flow making i t ext remely 
di ff icul t t o pace the speed in order for 
me to ret r ieve t he chosen buoy. So 
di ff icul t in fact t hat when I did 
eventual ly hook the r ing, the hook 
got wedged and couldn't get i t free. I t 
had to be the pole or me and I quickly 
made a decision, sor ry Br ian. 
For tunately a second pole and a 
second at t empt proved successful . Oh 



what fun! What a day, exhil arat ing 
but t i r ing, we were both more than 
ready for a dr ink and a hear t y meal 
(vegetar ian of course). Reali sing that 
we had to wai t for the t ide wi t h no 
need to get up ear ly in t he morning 
gave us a welcome reli ef. I didn't get 
the good nights k ip I was looking 
forward to t hough on account of the 
moor ing buoy cont inual ly nudging 
and rubbing against t he hull adjacent 
to my head making an awful racket . I 
wasn't going t o sor t i t out and I think 
Br ian was obl ivious. Never mind! 

Day Four - Sunday 

A quiet , pleasant , peaceful , relaxing 
morning wi th t he sun shining as we 
watched the ear ly golfers t eeing off 
from the second at Knott End Golf 
Club. What a cont rast to last night , 
where did that storm go? Wi th no 
rush we savoured a leisurely 
breakfast (vegetar ian of course) and 
mused whi le l ist ening to a VHF 
conversat ion between the harbour 
master and a cruising skipper leaving 
the mar ina asking, "We seem to have 
gone aground, can you tel l us which 
side t he channel i s on?" qui te 
enter taining reall y but I seem to 
remember somebody else running 
aground in just about t he very same 
place only a few months ear li er . 

 The only char t I possess guided us 
calmly up the R. Wyre passed Stanah 
sli pway and Wardley's Creek into the 
pool near the Blackpool and 
Fleetwood sai l ing club who were out 
in force racing in t he Sunday 
compet i t ion. What a glor ious 
recept ion! I soon recognised and 

pointed out the ber th wi th i t s 
recent ly whit e painted ident i ficat ion 
board (I knew that would be useful ), 
we did a quick sail -past and ber thed 
easi ly wit h plent y of t ime to adapt 
the exist ing moor ing faci li t ies t o 
accommodate ̀ Avocet '. We stayed and 
moni tored the boat dropping wi th the 
fall of the t ide unt il both sat isfied all 
was well . The only thing that  
remained now was to dig out t he two 
coll apsible velocipedes and make our 
way back down the r iver to the 
mar ina t o ret r ieve Br ian's van. 
Dur ing t he cycle back we had a bank 
side viewpoint where we could plainly 
see the ideal t rack of the deepest 
path of the r iver and made mental 
notes.    

On returning t o the ber th we had to 
make two t r ips loading all the 
paraphernal ia Br ian needed to t ake 
back t o Nor folk including the 
mainsail , which was going back t o 
the manufacturers to cure the 
annoying, cont inuous and noisy 
`luff ing' that was impossible to get r id 
of. An untouched bot t le of red wine 
that I 'd nursed al l the way t o 
Anglesey and back was also loaded 
which should have accompanied the 
fi r st night s Spaghet t i meal . 

Another passage, a few more sea 
mil es, an unforget t able exper ience 
and a few more lessons learned under 
my belt . 

One day `Smokey' and I wi l l venture 
into t he I r ish Sea.  

  

 
 

 
 
 

 

There is a trophy awarded at the Rally in Plymouth every August - The 
Suzzanne Trophy. This trophy is awarded to the writer of the best log in the 12 
months preceding the Rally. So you stil l have time – get your notes out now,  
sit down and write that log you’ve been meaning to write for ages. We’d love 
to read it and you might even win a trophy! 

 
 

 
 
Ed i t or ’s not es…. 
I had a g r eat New Year ’s eve. Sue and I went t o Edinburgh wi th some 
fr iends. We went t he day before New Year so we spent t he day sight seeing. We took 
a bus from Pr inces St reet t o Leit h to visi t t he RY Br i tannia.  The Br i tannia 
©exper ience© begins in the purpose bui l t Visi tor Cent re, si tuated alongside Br i t ann ia 
where visi tors are provided wi th an insight into the history of this unique Royal 
Residence. Wi thin t he Visi t or Cent re you can see inside Br i t annia©s or iginal 
Wheelhouse, view the Royal Famil y Picture Gall ery and discover Br i tannia©s 
fascinat ing story. Visi t ors then, wit h the aid of an audio handset step on board and 
tour the five main decks of Br i t annia. H ighl ights of t he t our include t he Br idge, the 
Admiral©s Cabin and Quar ters, the Sun Lounge, State Dining and Drawing Rooms, 
the Queen©s and Duke of Edinburgh©s bedrooms and the Engine Room. Fol lowing 
Br i tannia©s move to Ocean Terminal , there is even more to see wit h the opening of 
fur t her areas of the ship, including t he laundry and t he sick bay. There is an audio 
machine wi th a chi ldren©s version so you move about at your own pace. The whole 
visi t is a fascinat ing insight into how, not only the royal fami ly l ived on board but 
how the crew had to l ive in such cramped quar ters (not as bad as 3 weeks on Nomad 
however). I hope you all had a great New Years Eve. 
Most of us wil l now be turning our minds to sai l ing t his coming year . I f you can find 
t ime to join one of the events being ar ranged I can assure you i t is well wor thwhi le. 
The fi rst event is the Windermere Weekend and foll owing t hat i t is the Cruise along 
the Caledonian Canal . I f you want any fur t her informat ion contact Ken Hooson for 
the Windermere Weekend and Tony Eden for t he Caledonian Cruise. 
I t 's t ime to star t t hinking about t he I nternat ional paint s racing at Rut land on June 
14th and the Plymouth Rall y in August . The I nternat ional Paints t rophy is a t eam 
event wi t h teams of two boats racing. I t is good fun and the whole weekend is a great 
oppor tuni ty to meet up wit h Sil houet ters and see some Sil houet tes so please make a 
date in your diary. Even i f you don't br ing a boat , br ing your fami ly and have a great 
weekend at Rut land. There are B and B `s nearby and camping in a field next t o the 
clubhouse. The cost is only £25 per boat and you pay for your own food et c at the 
sai l ing club. Regarding cost , to help t hose wi th famil ies who need to budget  carefull y 
there is a faci li t y on t he web si te now to pay for the Plymouth Ral ly by credi t card. I 
have est imated a cost of £70 but t he final fi rm cost is usuall y agreed at the next 
committ ee meet ing so, i f i t is more, then you wi ll have to pay the ext ra and i f i t is 
less you wi l l receive the cash balance. There wi ll be a charge of £1.75 added on, as we 
have to pay t he credi t card company a commission. I f you want to avai l yoursel f of 
this faci l i t y please do so.   
And final ly, whi lst Sue and I were on t he ferr y from Plymouth t o Bi lbao, a smal l 
chi ld sl ipped and fel l overboard. A body hur led over the rai l of the l iner and saved 
the chi ld. Coming back on board, the man who had swum to the chil d was cheered by 
al l us other passengers. The captain asked the man, "What can we do for you?" 
The man said, "You can tell me who pushed me?!"  

 
Keep smili ng shipmates, 
 
John Clawson 

Note pad  



For Sale 
(Please remember to inform us i f you have sold the i tem advert ised) 

 
Rates: Members small advertisements: 10p a word (minimum £1) Non Members 15p a word 
(minimum £2) Please send payment to the Hon Editor and please notify when items are sold. 
Cheques to be made payable to the SOIA. Adverts are inserted for three months. 

For Sale New rubber window 
beading to re glaze a Si lhouet te plus 
a set of S111 windows ± used but in 
good condi t ion - £50   S11 Mainsail 
and j ib - years old but hardly used  
£120   Mainsail Stacking System wi th 
lazy jacks, Pack away sai l st owage 
and mast boot in UV stabi l ised 
acryl ic. As new, at less than half 
pr ice £100 tel 01590 673606 (Nd 
Ent ry) 

For Sale       01763 241464 

Large 40-43" Splashdown ©Fremant le© 
heavy dut y foul weather jacket in 
Teal /Whi te (cost £144)  
Splashdown Hi-Fi t t rousers 32" leg, 
(cost £ 60) 
The jacket has ext ra fi t ted safety 
harness and inflatable l iner .  
Both i tems are vir tuall y unworn.  
£100 
Suzuki 2.2 HP Outboard, used for 
approximately 15 - 20 hours (cost 
£300), £175  
8© GRP Tender , c/w launching t rol ley, 
buoyancy, oars and patent rowlocks,  
£120 
Navico Pi lot TP100 in as-new 
condi t ion, (cost £220)  £150 
Crewsaver  adult (150N) automat ic 
l i fejacket c/w spare refil l car t r idge  
£35 
Unused Large 40-43" Wetsuit and 
size 11 neoprene boots, wi l l separate 
£20 & £10 SII Serene. Wood. Same 
owners for ten years. Ashore at 
Wivenhoe. £490.  Arnold 
Handley. Tel; 01206  241725 
 
For sale; SII I. Sail no. 303. Roller 
reefed genoa, storm jib, slab reefed 
main. 3.5 tohatsu o/b. Pushpi t , pulpi t , 

anchor ,chain/rope. Launching t rolley. 
Lying Plymouth. Very t idy. 01752  
343388. £1000 
 
Even t ide 24 Bi lge Keels Al luminium 
mast and spars SS r igging (new 2002) 
 Cut ter r igged V G Sail s  Watermota 
Mk2 7hp diesel (omly 350hrs from 
new) Seafarer sounder and speed log. 
Compass anchor etc Pneumat ic tyred 
launching t rol ley on SBS 4 wheel 
hydrauli c t il t ing road t rail er . 
Ashore Emsworth for winter  Offers 
tel 01753 663371 
 
Want ed. SII I in good condit ion.  
Trading up? Could exchange wi th 
cash adjustment for 20ft .sail ing 
cruiser wi th Yamaha o/b (winter ), 
value £1950.  
Ashore at Chichester . 
  
For Sale; SI I in good condi t ion. 
Mainsai l , genoa, pulpi t etc. Compass, 
VHF, sounder et c. £750. Derek 
Coombe. (Bosham) 01243 572500 
 
Want ed Foresail and roll er r eefing.  
Pushpi t and stanchions.  Cockpit 
locker li d and stern locker l id. 01243 
572500 
 
FOR SAL E 1998 VW Campervan.2 
Ber th, fixed roof, beaut i ful ly fi t t ed 
out wi th large boat hatch in roof for 
vent i lat ion and l ight , based on 
102B.H.P. 2.5 TDI Caravel le/window 
van. 3-way fr idge, cooker & sink wi th 
piped water , blown ai r heat ing, 
second batt ery wi th spi l t charging, 
por ta-pott i , full elect r ics, ful ly 
insulated, l ined cur tains et c.  Superb 
for t rai ler sai li ng wi th quickly 
mounted special roofrack for your 
dinghy, towbar on rear for t rail ing 
and detachable cent ral front t owball 

for manouver ing, launching & 
ret r ieving. 33,000 miles only.  
Immaculate vehicle. - £15,000. Tel : 0-
1590 673606. 
 
S I I FOR SAL E: G.R.P: wit h al loy 
spars, new bi lge keels and rudder 

tube. Two quar ter ber ths. All new 
ber th cushions and cockpit cushions. 
Pulpi t . anchor , chain and warp, 
compass and serviceable sai ls on 
completely rebui l t t rail er wit h new 
wheel bear ings and spare wheel . 
£1400. Tel: 01590 673606 

 
Book review  
ONE M AN, H I S BOAT, AND  TH E  WEA TH ER 
I was given this great book for Chr i stmas and i f you have ever gone home after a 
par ti cular l y wet,  t i r ing sail you ain' t done nothing yet but I am sure you wi l l get 
comfor t from reading thi s book (Remember t h at t h e Associ a t i on h as a vast 
nu mber of book s for l oan t h r ough the l i br a r i an Cl i ve Cu mm i n gs) 

 
The wor st J ou r ney i n t he Mi d l ands by Sam L l ewel l yn  
 
The per fect ant idote t o the New Year 
blues, t his hil ar ious book t el ls the 
story of the author 's per il ous journey 
from the depths of Wales to the 
Houses of Par li ament in an ancient 
and leaky rowing boat . Our int repid 
oarsman covers t hree hundred and 
fi ft y host il e mi les at an average speed 
of sl ight ly less than one mi le an hour . 
The journey t akes a month ± t he 
month in quest ion being (as i t turns 
out ) t he wet test October on record. I t 
is dark and di fficul t voyage, 
par t icular ly when made backwards. 
I t looks easy on t he map. Set sail on 
the Severn on a br ight autumn 
morning. Down the Severn t o 
Worcester . Then across a rain-soaked 
labyr inth of canals, through 
Bi rmingham to Oxford. At Oxford, 
cli mb onto the shining bosom of the 
Thames, and dr i ft down on 
Westminster Br idge and journeys 
end. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
I t is not as easy as i t looks. The 
banks of t he r iver and canals are 
studded wi th host il e nat ives. There 
are dark t unnels and whi te-knuckle 
wei rs. There is a myster ious sickness 
that t urns i t s vict ims sky-blue. The 
Thames is lethall y flooded. And of 
course there is the boat , Magdalen, 
old women of l i t t le beauty and bad 
character . 
Sam L lewel lyn said: 
I kept meeting idiots who claim to 
have snowboarded down the Nor th 
Face of the Eiger or drunk a pint of 
l ager i n every pub in Henley. Of 
course I real i se that people should be 
al l owed to ki l l themselves any way 
they l ike. But I think i t i s a t imely 
moment for a book about the stupidi ty 
of Extreme Spor ts. There are few 
spor ts more extreme that rowing 
across the Midlands.' 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Remember t h at t he Ar k w as bu i l t by 
am at eu r s and t he Tit an i c w as bu i l t 

by p r ofessi onals 



  

I w i sh I k new how  t o …. 

 

Calculate the distance to the hor izon 
 
How many t imes have you been out in your boat and suddenly wondered, "How far i t 
is to the hor izon?" Or maybe you are heading for a venue wi th a l ighthouse and you 
wonder "How far away wi ll I be when I see the l ighthouse?"  Of course you can find 
tables t hat do the calculat ion for you in numerous navigat ion books, which you've 
usual ly left at home, and almost every book  about passagemaking, t he Coastal 
Pil ots, almanacs, etc. But what i f, as I said before, you have left all of t hese reference 
books at home? How could you calculate the distance to the hor izon or the "distance 
off" i f you know the height of an object?  
I t©s simple, reall y. I f you want t o know the distance to the hor izon you simply have to 
know your height of eye. That is the distance that your eyes are off t he sur face of the 
water . I f you©re in a Si lhouet te, si t t ing down in the cockpi t i t would probably be 
about four feet . 
Once you know your height of eye you simply put t hat  into the fol lowing formula: 
1.17 t i mes t he squar e r oot of you r h ei gh t of eye = Dist ance t o t he h or i zon i n 
nau t i cal m i les  
For example, i f your height of eye was 4 feet above the sur face of the water , t he 
formula would be:  
1.17 t imes t he square root of 4 = Distance to the hor izon in naut ical mil es =3.4 ( The 
square root of 4 being 2) I f you want t o calculate the distance at which an object 
becomes visible, you must know your height of eye and the height of the object . You 
then do the same calculat ion for your distance t o the hor izon and the object©s 
distance to t he hor izon and add the distances t ogether . For example: 
You have t he same height of eye of 4 feet so your distance t o the hor izon is st il l 3.4 
naut ical mi les. You©re approaching a harbour ent rance t hat has a li ghthouse that is 
shown on your char t t o have a height of 81 feet . Using t he same formula you would 
find t hat 1.17 t imes t he square root of 81 (1.17 x 9) = 10.53 n au t i cal m i les (t he 
l i gh t house can be seen 10.53 n au t i cal m i les over t he hor i zon ) 
By adding the two together : 3.40 + 10.53 = 13.93 naut ical mil es, you should be able to 
see the l ighthouse when you are 13.93 naut ical mil es away. 
 
JC 
 

K now your k not s. 
The Bowli ne  
 
I f you©re only going t o learn one knot t his season, 
here i t is. The bowl ine is a very versat il e knot . I t 
is used to form a t emporary loop in a l ine which 
may then be put over a pi li ng or cleat . I t can also 
be used to at tach a l ine to an eye. This knot won't 

sli p or jam and can be unt ied easil y.  
 

 

Com e and joi n u s! 
I f you are not a member of the SOLA and would li ke to join, then please wr i te,  
telephone or email for an appli cat ion form to the Hon. Secretary, Mrs. Barbara 
Heald, 18 Bit terne Way. Lymington. Hampshire. SO41 3PB.  Telephone number ; 
01590 673606 or at : www .soia.org.uk Subscript ion payment can be made on the 
websit e 
 

SOI A P ubl i cat i ons. 
The Si lh ou et t e H an dbook 3r d ed i t i on – 48 pages A5. 
Covers al l t ypes, plywood and fiberglass const ruct ion. Mk's I t o V, S20 and S21. 
Contents: Acqui r i ng a Si lhouett e, buyers and maintenance guide. Hul l tr im and 
r igging, safety, trai lers, launching and retr i eving, sai l i ng technique, sai li ng care.  
Engines (inboard and outboard), make and mend – a selection of projects. 
Pr ice £3.50 
 

The Best of t he Bu i lder s. 20 pages A4 
A compilat ion of ar t icles by members over the past t hi r ty years describing a number 
of approaches to buil ding/ rebuil ding and refurbishing sil houet tes. 

Pr ices £3.00  
 

SI I M in i Plans 
Sets of drawings for the SI I reduced to A4 size (9 sheets). 

Pr ice £2.00 
 
All prices include p+p.  Available from the Hon.Secretary.  please make cheques 
payable to the SOIA. 
 

New M ember s 
A w ar m w elcome t o t h e f ol low i ng new member w ho  signed ar t i cles r ecen t ly  

Graeme Rai l t on  228  Geneva Road Dar l ington Co Durham 
Welcome aboard Graeme  

Ann ual Subscr i p t i ons 2003 
 
As you will be aware renewal notices have been included in previous issues of The Sil houette 
Owner. I f you renewed your membership we thank you very much for your co-operation . 
However if , because of an oversight, you have not already done so please forward your 
subscr iption to Pete Derr y, SOIA Treasurer , 23 Maes Hyfryd,  Moelfre, I sle of Angelsey, 
LL72 8LR. 
M ay w e  dr aw your att en t ion t o M ember sh ip Ru le No  ( c ) w h i ch r eads  
“ member s w ho have not paid t hei r subscr i p t i ons w i t h i n t he f i r st t h r ee 
mont hs of t h e f i nanci al year sh al l be deemed t o have r esi gn ed f r om t he 
associat i on ” i .e. 31st J anu ar y 
 

Please do not let t h i s app ly t o yo u . We w ou ld not l i k e t o 
cancel yo ur r ecei p t of t he Si lhouet t e Ow ner . 

Please do not let this apu  



APi ct u r e Par ade 
 

Raci ng at Rut land 

 

 
 

 
 

(Send us your favourite photo memory for this monthly feature) 


