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Equipment

SUPPOSE that we all get asked at some tme or other what 2

newcomer 1o small cruiser sailing should buy in addition to his
boat. It's casy to say anchor, warps, engme, etc, elc, but what type
and weight of anchor; chain, chain and warp or warp only; if
chain what size: inboard or outboard enpine and 50 on. I suppose
we all think that what we have is best or what we would hike 1f we
had unlimited money, but take a young married man with one child
buying his first boal who wants maximum  value for money.
Now try. starting with a three berth Sithouette Mark TI, give him
the best value for money and advise him what to buy without extrava-
gance remembering a suitable book on sailing.  This 1sn't 4 competfi-
tion but if T get enough members writing 1h wilh their ideas I should
be able to write an interesting article which will be ot use to the
newcomer and 1 will have proof that members do read The Sihou-
ette Owner.  As a second parl of the exercise we could list the 1tems
io be bought after the end of the first season as and when money is
availuble or for hirthday and Christmas presenls.  ‘These in order
of importance.

1 shall compile my fnal lisi by working out which article and
type gets the most support and perhaps | will be able to persuade
the Commitlee lo provide a small prize for the person sending in a
list which 1s mearest to the popular choice. T can see this ax o good
wuy Lo get a suitable Christmas present. afler all men ure so hard
to buy for, so you can always optimsticatly show your list 1o the
fumily before sending 1t in 1o mec but make sure that they know
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exuactly what you wani. In the carly days [ wanted a combined
port and starboard lantern and Gillian thoughtfully bought two; one
for each sikde of the boat,
All letters to the Editor, please.
% * *

Bon’t forgel to send in your entries for the log competition by
the end of the month.

From the Commodore

EMBERS will read elsewhere of the wish of our Honorary

Treasurer, Ron. Falrman, to retire from office at the next Annual
General Mecting,  He has been our treasurer for a long time now,
and it would be wrong of us to stand in his way when his business
commitments force his retirement. We have come to rely so much
on the team of Ron and Iris that their replacement will be very
ditficult; the Committec’s hope is that the Tund of ability contalned
in our membership will come up lrumps again as 11 ghid when Frank
Burtlett tnok over as Secretary,

A volunteer s worth ten pressed men {(or women: why not a
lady in the Treasury?) so that ollers will be gladly considered.

As this will be the lasi edition of the Journal before the festive
season, Muaron and I send our best wishes to yvou all. wilh hopes for
cven belier saitling in 1970, We would dearly like to write personally
to evervone although time prevents, but we look forward eagerly 1o
making new Iriendships and renewing old ones in the New Year,

BRIAN HEANEY

Secretary’s Notes

Y now 1 suppose all the UK. fleels of Silhouettes will be out of
the wualer. There are so many technigues of getting the boats
out amnd local circumstances are well worth studyimg.  Because of
buck wush from the sean wall, we prefer to ground on the sand and
litt by wood biocks to tratler height. It we did nol have the back
wash from the sca wall 1 am not sure whether T would {Toat the hoat
on. 1t might be a shade quicker but not it one counts the time for
¢isimantling the bearings and brakes to clear oul the sea water. 1
know some people rely on scaled bearings and others do not have
brakes.

£ % *

The post bag continues to amaze me and 1 hope that we are
progiessing (o an even larger membership, In order to get the list of
members completely accurile and up o dile, a letter s being sent
te every member with the January Journal asking lor certain informa-
ton-—name, address, ete. Do please fill in the details and return
it to me. | know that this s asking a jot but T am trying to cut
down the secretaria]l and administrative work. The pestage account
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vives an average of four letters a day being sent out by me and an
average of three letters a4 week are recelved asking for correction to
be made lo published details. [ believe that if we can onc¢e get the
members list correct, it can save work all round and be of real use
to members. Mrs. Heancy has done colossal work in keeping the
members list as accurate as it is. So please members fill in the details
in January and rcturn the letter,

& E ¥

Dutes 1o mark in vour diaries please : —

Saturday, 10th January, 1970.—A.G.M., National Liberal Club,
Whitehall Place, 5-30; Parly, 7-15.
Nominations tor officers and commiltee to me please by Ist
Fanuary, if possible.

Saturday. 8th Augusi—!5th August, 1970.—Plymouth Rally.
Mayflower vear at Plymouth.
and for 1971, 13th August for one weck—Plymouth Rally.

s F =

Boal Show -—will volunteers o man the Association Desk on
Hurlevs stund please let me have their names together with days and
times they can do it. 1 you are visiting the Show spare the Associa-
Lon an hour or so. All you need 1o do s to be able o lell enquirers
whit o good Associnlion we are—-give them a membership apphcealion
lorm—ask them o complete it there and then and use the bankers
arder Torm  return the lorm 1o vou. You send it to me. [ they
wanl to lake the lorm away that I5 alright but only to gepuine
enguirers please. My Tamily and T are doing the 2 -4 p.m. slint
on Suturday, 0th Tanuary, 970

E * *

Well | Never was out for her Jast race of the season on I2th
Oclober. [t wias quite a fresh breeze.  After rounding one of our
club bouys about 1} miles off shore we had a run to H.E.6 (Naviga-
tional bowy) off the mouth of the Nee about three miles and then had
1y work hack Into the wind to the finish. [ was crewing for Jimoand
we were delermined Lo beat the Felficire an which Maurecn was crew-
ing. We were giving them time so we sailed without rceling the
i and | have never been so wet.  We took 100 minutes, beating
the Feficity by 26 minutes, “Uhere were a large number of guillemots
L bout and some Crested Grebe, but we didn’t stop to waich them.

Jim and Maureen (Mickey) are getting married on 20th Decem-
ber. Maureen who has sailed in Well I Never at our home base has
more usually crewed In our rival's boat Felicity. She will presum-
ably now be crewing in the Silhonette. Mickey did come to Plymouth
for this year's prize giving.

Mike Benwell (True Blue at Plymouth) sailing his second string
Halfeyon has been notching up some good placing in his club events
and so has Harry Maloney m Wee Three.
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Qur Silhouetles are nol veally racing boats but it is great fun
ter sail competitively against others as o chunae from cruising, 1t does
_help improve one’s technique and to find out which of the many
kKleas seen and Llalked about at any meetings of Silhounette owners
really pays off. Members who arve anxions to try to improve their
.Hzii!ing of  Silthouettes cannol de belter than to read the recent
articles July and August on this point.  All inquiries received by me
on this subject are referred to these recent issoes.

_ Inr planning for next vcar’s Plymouth Rally, the Organising
Commitice are trying to find ways to include some more cruising for
those who do nol wish to race and also to take out of the racing
results those who do not race, )

Our Commaodore does not race. He s hoping to be joined at
Plymouth by others who just like sailing and do not want to Tace.
S0 when thinking of Summer holidays, remember Plymouth in May-
flower Year, August 8th for onc week. If you have any ideas for
improving the Rally Week do lel me know.

Annual General Mecting, members attend and vole—{riends cun
altend andd not vote.

The party alterwards 15 free to members and wife or child of
schiool age bul a payment towards expenses will be requested for
pther guests,

Please et me hive nominations for committee and oflficers as
saont as possible. Our Treasurer is resigning from his job just when
the effecl ol the mercased subseription will really be having its effcct
We must have a new Treasorer. ) ‘

Some members pay their subscriptions by Bankers Order, wounld
they please remember that the subseription was increased al ?the: last
ﬁ.G:M_ to 3070 As this was afier the Bank Orders were paid it is
possible that some Orders may not have been amended,

To all other members except those who joined after Ist October
ll%‘:':'. vour subscription 30/- 13 duc on 1st Yanuary, 1970. Please sen{:i
1t wilhout any further reminders,

2 e k

A Huppy Christmas to all S.O.1.A. members and their families
and when it comes, good wishes and good sailing for 1970.

F.W.B.

* e %

I am sure that all members who have met and bheard of our
I*ti'(f':l Championship Helmsman, Jim Bartlett, will join me in wishing
him and his fulure wite Maurcen every happiness -Lditor.

Shipwreck
by Paddyv, Plymouth
(_ N Sunday, July 6th, we saided from St 1lelier and set course for

Granville, a town on the French coast. We planned to go round
Lhe Illes Chausey before running into Granville. The weather forcceast
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gave no indication of the adverse weather conditions thai were (o
follow. We sailed past the [lles Chausey, but then dcaded to anchor
off these islunds for the night as rain had started to fall. The Ilies
Chausey (known as the French Channel Islands) consisis of a dozen
or so little islands, all uninhabited except one on which livee about 4
people, all hsheriolk.

We dropped anchor off the main island at aboul 3.30 p.m., ale a
Lite lunch and settled down to listen to the radio and wrile letters.
By nightfall the raip was falling heavily and therc was nothing lor 1L
hul to retire for the night. We checked our pesition, cnsured (hal
cverything on deck  was sltowed securely, and made sure that the
anchor was well grounded.

Al approximately 11.30, we were caught in a terrific wind from
the direction of the French mainland. The navigator got to the hatch
first and shouted = We are adrift! * By this time the wind speed was
102 m.p.h. We discovered that our anchor chain and warp had
snapped and we were caughl in the [ury of the gale. The engine could
not cope with the massive seas, We could just scc a4 mass of jagged
rocks ahead and all we could do was to hold on. Lifc belts were
hastily put on. There was a crash as we hit « [ishing-boat at 1ls
maorings and we were holed above the waterline on the port quarter.
We quietly hoped that we wounld finish nshore rather than be swept
oul Lo sea, for such a little boat as ours could not have survived 1n
those scas. We hung on as Clawdia slowly bumped her way across
the rocks. By now she was on her side with a four-foot hole amidships
and was Tast Hlling wilh water. None of us said a4 word. We were Loo
busy holding on as wave after wave hii our boat and (ons ol waler
engulled us. We later tearncd that the wave beiween the islands were
10 {t. high. Outside they were running 30 It lugh. | remember thinking
“this is the end! "But suddenly a massive wave Jilted Cleaedic and
hore her aloft [urther inshore and threw her bodily on (o 4 rock
platezu. There, o our amazemenl, on our port side, was a Aat rock,
and we jumped ashore. 'The boal, stil] being pounded by the heavy
seas, ollered some prolection as we clawed our way over scaweed
covered rock, standing up one minule, the next being bowled over by
(he clements. We made for a small chatean that had a bght i s
front window where an clderly couple gave us dry clothes and
cognac-laced coffee, Later they showed vs 10 the island’s small hotel
whare we ot beds for the night. Never did a bed feel so welcome
even if it did have a hard old-fashioned bolster [or a mllow.

Next morning we found Clasadia firmly wedged between two huge
racks with three holes in her port side. She was high, but far trom
dry! Everything on board was soaked. We spent hours removing our
personal belongings while the island’s children ran up and down the
walcrside scarching for the clothes that had been washed out of the
bhoual.

Two other vachts had been swept ashore though they suslained
only superficial damage. Onc had dragged a 13 1. danforth and two
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Jowt. concrete mooring blocks. The danforth was twisted and buckled
almost out of rccogniiion.

That nighl we slept on the island again, and the following day
crewed an £11,000 yacht back to Jersey, and the day after that flew
to Excler,

Before we lefl the lHles Chausey, my skipper mentioned to one
of the French fishermen that we had bgen * lucky Lo pel ashore. ™
The old man pointed to a stone cross on ithe headland and said it
was the good God who saved you. " And when we recall that a yacht
anchored twenty yuards from us with a crew on board lounde-cd
during thal night und was not seen again, we Indced lecl grateful.

During those frightening hours of gale force winds and vicious
seas, 23 people lost their lives, a terrible renmunder thal the sea can
one moment be a thing of beauty and tranquillity and the next a thing
of destrution and death. ™

On August 15th T again salled on board another Atlanta back to
Chausey to gather our personal belongings and equipment from
Clereefrer. On this occasion the sun shone and we spent a most
enjoyable three days on Chausey swimming and enjoving the [rench
hospitalily. We were entertained like royally by the locals and were
sorry Lo have to return from our own “desert island.

Tees Bay Group—Further Doings
IN addition  to the points  series being satled,  some crutsing

has been done by the group. Thus, early in July, a small flect
had a weckend crulse nerthwards to Sunderland. The trip was made
by Crurvy, Chris Lowery, Shirley and young Arthur, Blue Goose, Dick
Swarbrick and Sam Lucas, and Nimfle, Maurice Archer’s new boat,
a Ballerina crewed by John lameson. The weather report had nol been
good and al 06.40) hrs. the shipping forecast predicted west winds,
torce 6-7. decreasing to 5 later; not very bright! Oulside sources
sugpested a decrease to 3-4 and it was ultimately decided (o set oul.
By this time the tide was cbhing fast and unforiunately Nimble was
found to be hard on the * Putty,” and had to delay her start
Blue Goose sel out with a roll in the main. The sea off the Heugh
was fumpy and it was wet sailing although we were soon able 1o
shuke out the reef. As we approached Sunderland. there was a big
increase in wind and on Blrie Goose we were glad to drag down a
reef, when a drier and more comfortable sail ensued. Carvy managed
te keop Inshore, (it was a very close fetch in the North-West wind),
but Blue Goase could not sail so close and had 1o make o couple ol
boards to get a lee from the land. Ultimately we tacked up the Wear
entranceg and moored in North Dock by Sosowma, our old {riend
Harry Lambert’s converied six metre,

By contrast. the sail home to Middicton Harbour, Hartlepool,
was made in delightful sunny weather with hight airs from the east,
Finally, we did a little motoring to make progress. It was low lide
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when we arrived at Middleion so we anchored oulside, cleaned ship,
had a feed and a snvoze and Onally made our moorings after a good
weekend's sailing, Carvy had left Sunderland carlier than the other
Daats and had made the bde into harbour.

No less than seven boats satled for Whithy tor the Summer Bank
Voliday cruise: these were Cafypso, Gerry Stevens alone, Lady foun.
1.en Chaplin and Seymour Roberts, Blue Goose, Dick Swarbrick and
Cicof. Collins., Ontlaw, Bill Bruce and young Bavid Millingham. (all
Silhouettesy, Hifl Billv, (Felicity) Bernard Martin and Mavis, plus Lhe
children Diane and Chris.. Wendron, Mike Alton and his sons Andy
and David, and Nimble, Maurice Archer and John Jameson. The
wind had been northerly for some days, and there werc big rollers
all the way, but foriunately not too much wind. At times it wis
possible to see only the fep two feel of the mast and the burgee of
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Regional Groups s

Regional groups of the Silhouette Owners” Associalion have been
gstablished in the following avcas:

Hon See. A, V. Hudson, la Head Sweet, Gold-
hangar, Mafdon, [ssex.

Hon Sce. A. Kennedy, 59 The Knodl, Marsi
Mills, Piymaouth,

Blackwater.

Soulh-West.

Exce Group. fion, Sec. L. Pithers, 16 Belvedere Road,
Exmaotith,
Foole, fon, Sec. E. R. W. May, 2 The Circle, Moor-

down, Bonrnemaouth, flanes.

Bristol Channel. Hon. Sec. 1. T. Daniel, Badpers, Backwell
Comnmion, Backwell, Bristol.

Hon., Sec. Eifed Lewis, 40 Firioddoedd Road,
Hangor, Caerns.

North-West.

Coniston. Hon. Sec. David Thornton, 47 Brackenley Lane,
Faihsay, Skipton, Yorks.
Midlands. Hon, Sec. E. G. Oldham, 206 Hagley Road,

Febaston, Birmingham.

Tees Bay. Hon. Sec, R. T. Swarbrick, 21 Raby Road,
Srockton-on-Tees.

the boat in the next trough! We all had a very hairy surfing sl
through the entrance into Whilby, which we found exhilerating! t.en
Chaplin. who was [ollowing Blue Goose remarked to his crew, ™ f
[ look like thai, 1'm frighicned! ™ Bill Bruce satled Qewirfaw back 1o
Hartlepool on the Sunday, and Nimble plus Lady foan and Calypso
returned on the Monday. The other boats, Wendron, Ffitl Bidfy and
Biie CGoose emharked Tor Scarborough on the Tuesday. Molor fsatling
mosl of the way in a slight baze and with only light airs from the
north-west., The Neet refurned o Whithy on the Thursday. This was
the best sail of the week, when we had a nice south-esterly wind.
which save us a broad reach along the coast. The fieet was jotned
by Carvy (Chris Lowery and lamily) at Whithy, where we spent A
pleasant day on the Friday: Mike Allon sailed Wendraon single-handed
1o Runswick Bay. his crew having “ Mutinied ” and had gone ashore
for the day!

Saturday saw us on the way home, again under moler and sall.
because of lack of wind which in any case was from the north-west
There was a thick mist when we left and gradually visibility got very
bad so wec clustered together for matual comfort after leaving
Kettleness abeam. Gradually however, the fog lifted, a light air came
from the sonth-east, and we were at last able to cut engines and sail
across Tees Buay to our home port in good style.

On Sunday Sept. 21st five Sithouettes and a Ballerina raced for
an RIN.IL pennam. Random, Jim Ashton made a splendid start
[ollowed by Cafvpso. Gerry Slevens and Blrue (GGoose. Dick Swarbrek.
For once Crrvy, Chris Towery was some fifty yards from the line at
the gun but as usual he soon caught up and after a duel with Randan,
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took the lead to sall ofl and win, Randornt fought hard to keep on
terms, with Cafvpso hard on his heels. Meanwhile, Nimife, Blue
Goose and Jegnetfe, Seymour Roberts were having a privale race
some distance behind. Curvy increased her lead on the last lup and on
the final leg Calypso caught Randonr on a port and starboard situation
1hﬂ-,ihic:h put Kandos about and allowed Cafypso through 1o take second
place

Retrieving Without Tears
By Mark Lester, SIT 1030

I AST summer | was watched retrieving my boat by a man who
4 confessed that he'd sold his Silhouette as retrieving was so difficuit
and cxpensive! Having towed, launched, salled and retrieved my
Silhouette on an average of twice a ycar [or the iast seven years on
the Estuaries of the South West [ focl thul even retrieving can be casy
and cheap.

An casy retrieve requires a slipway, clear water, no cross wind
and a winch, Difficultics present with a soft beach, murky water, a
strong cross breeze and no winch.

A soft beach can be ecasily overcome with four preces of corrugated
sheeting to prevent the trailer wheels sinking in. Two sheels are put in
the water beneath the tratler wheels and the other two under the wheels
4% the haul proceeds.

Murky waler and a cross wind make il difficull to align the hoat
and the tralier: the bilge keels so casily slant across the trailer conung
to rest on the mudguards. Lengths of square section metal tubing bent
toy form an inverted U 247 across and 127 high have been welded onto
the frumie above the mudguards at 45 degrees so that once the bilge
keels touch these they slide down on {o their proper grooves on the
trailer. Six foot rope lengths tied to the aflt end of these metal tubes lic
immediately below the jib fair leads, when boat and trailer are in
correct alignment. These ropes are lashed to the fair leads and gradually
tightened as the haul proceeds; the boat then comes (o rest on the trailer
in the correct position. Two large shackles have been hixed to the
trailer handle wo Teet apart. A nylon rope 18 tied to the onc shackle
around the samson post and down Lo the second shackle and lightly
lashed. 1f this rope is loose the boat mayv slip backwards on the trailer.
Once the bilge keels are oul of the water see they are exactly right on
their trailer rails and [ix on the keel shackles.

If the car is being used to do the haul it must rest on firm ground,
A long rope with one end tied to the Tront of the trailer is laid oul to
the car where it is passed through a small circle of anchor chain shack-
led 10 the tow ball. The rope then goes back to the trailer and is tied
to the trailer handle by two half hitches. (If the ropes have to be joined
use a double sheel bend, as other knots with wet rope arc difficult to
undo.)
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One person drives the car forward slowly while the second stands
at the trailer handle balapcing the trailer and directing the driver. Once
the hard isx reached the trailer wheels can be blocked and the trailer
hitched on to the car.

Sithouette Mark 111

by JEFF WALSH
l UE to a dodgy back. T was unable to tow Sea Fever to Plymouth
for the Rally, so I was grateful when Fred Hawkins of Hurley
Marinc offered his SHI Jognna for the week,

I was so impressed with her performance that I checked back
and as T did not find a report on our Silhouette 111, decided to wrile
one for the Journal.

The model that I sailed, sail No. 224, was the standard model,
internally just the same as the Muark 1L Externally the boal has been
redesigned. as she is now round-bilged and has larger kecls, which
are moulded in glass-fibre, with 225 1bs. of cast iron in cach keel.
This extra ballnst is necessary, as the sail area has been increased to
165 square fect. With the new streamlined keels. no centre skeg and
4 spade rudder, the under-water sectionn 18 very clean, so the boat
moves through the waler with very litile turbulence.

As 1 only rigged Joanna on Saturday, | had no chance ol any
tyning, but on the Sunday racc te the Yealm she was the (st
Silhouette over the line at the finish,

There were two Mark TITs in the Rally, Ernie Sweetl’s OQggie and
Jounnda. so we had to sail and race in the Handicap class wilh the
big stulf. [f there had been six or more entered, we would have
raced as u class.

The final position of Joasna lor the four races sailed with the
Handicap class was the faull of the helmsman and not the boal. We
got a third and a fifth and were leading on handicap when a certain
huoy was omitted and what could have been our hest race was our
worst.

In very gusty conditions we found Lhat by taking 18 inches oilf
the main with the roller recting, which is standard, the hoat can be
sailed upright and with the better cntry due to the round bilge, her
windward performance is impressive.

[ feel that our Mark TII needs a new image. She handles better
than the Mark 11, she points higher and without the hard chine. rides
the waves very easily, A more apt description would be Class 5
Cruiser-racer, as properly tuned and sailed. she will give an exccllent
performance against larger boats and stili maintain the stability of the
family cruiser.

We in the Association will have to [ace a problem soaner or
later. What are we to go for when our Mark IT needs replacing? Do
we buy z larger boat with the difficulty of maintenance and trailing,
etc. with no more sailing time during the scasen for our extra cash?
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Or do we, as members of the SO.LA.. buy a Stlhouette 1117 It would
be a miserable sight. at Plymouth, if the Handicap class turncd out
40 boals and only a lew Silhouettes were entered,

As 1 am converted back to Silhoueties, Yea Fever is for sale and
I will be back at Plymouth next vear with a Mark 111, I hope that
the entry for Plymouth week 1970 will show at least six Silhouette

for The Bookshelf

UGRAIN RACE by Eric Newby., George Allenr & Unwin Lid.. [968,
45/- |

You may recall that when I reviewed The Last Grain Race by
this author in the Aupust edition, T wrote, “1 would have liked it to
!'I'ul‘:e"l;‘. lnelwded more photographs, but in the conditions as they were,
t3 surprising that the swthor found the opportunity to take those
which he did™ T now {eel that Mr. Newby overstated the wretched-
ness ol hiy service in Maoshaln as this present book contains 150 pages
ot pholographs almost ali of which were taken on this passage and T
can hardly believed that they could have been tuken at all if T am to
aceept all that he previously wrole.

B thal as it may however, 1 have never seen such a fine selection
ol photographs taken on o windjammer and [ have in my possession
SOMme ald editions of the Nalional Geographic Magaziné comtaining
Mustrated articles by Alin Villiers who took passage in the Grain
Race on more than one occaston. These are unrepeatable photo-
eraphs depicting a lost way of Iife and to have them in one Very
presentithle volume makes o almost o collecior’s piece, the owner of
which wonld be guite proud to produce o tor the benefit of visilors,

Having reviewed the earlier book there iy little more that T can
say o except that vou oughi (o beg, borrow or purchase this one.

Letters to the Editor

SHHEQUE ST . Noo Lo May [ bring the carrespondence o! [958
regarding the first Silhouelies up 1o date? Silhouctt: 15 Sail Numhber |
has now passed into the ownership of my dauehicr and her husband, Mr.
and. Mrs. lan Smith of Guakers Yard, Dormansland. Surrey., who ope
ta tse her next year cither on the Lower Thames or the South Coast,

Readers o the %38 correspomdence may remember that this hoat
wits the sceond  Silhouette boilt (the thist being fapeded) but beine Mr
Robert Tucker’s own boal and partly built by "him he reserved for her
Sail Numtber 1. 1 bought her from Mr, Tucker in November 1957 when
she was named Sizaeee and re-naned her Shadeow,

| am piad that she remains in the Gamily and hope she has many
muore wvears to show Sail Nuamber 1 - Robert Wheeler, Gilbury ['a:-li:-ngé
Lxbury, Scouthanspton, _ ‘

ONE MANYS MFEAT, Re Mr, Roeer’s letter in the October journal
whife | agree that practical articles are much to be desired. 1 for one
should not ke W see personat togs shul out. Apart from the technical
detaits mentioned in them. there are often pearls of wisdom on = How
not 1o do ™ Lhese could be as viluable as any nole on sav how to fix

12

another handy sheli above the bunk! In common with many other peopi,
| like (oo hear and read of other people’s doings, and 1 am surc there are
many maore like me in the Association. So. keep up the vanety: its the
spice of Tife!  Dick Swarbock, Homo Scerctary, Tecs Bay «CGroup.

REFLECTIONS AND MODICATIONS: -I's a far cry [rom the Rally
and at a temperature of 105 in the shade 1 give you no goesses as to
where | would rather be. [E was marvellous to be hack again and | would
like to thank evervone lor a wonderful week.

This letter. which 1 hope the Editor will publish as an article, 1s
going to touch on a ot of things and to start with ['d like to give my
thoughts on the Week., This year §did well and although net actually
lop I'm salisficd. like the Major. as we call him, U've now modified my
boat and we hoth think il a good idea if other boats which have done
well ip this and pasi rallics carry out modifications and race in the Handi-
can class in future as Silhoucties Mark 1la. Two good reasons present
themselves. Farst, it pives olher people a chance, not 1o say that we can't
he beaten, but it is nice to know so and so is not casting a damper by
heing present, Once [ hear Dipper’s bow wave behind me T might as
well eive un, or anyone else {or that matter. The second reason is that
we  Lhink  that the Silhouctle can be improved, sorry Roberl, and 1o
remain standard rig isnt improving our dimage. let us have some toats
which. remaining Silhoucttes but wilh subtle modifications, can give others
a4 race Tor their money. £ther reasons like safely present themselves but
one [ must mention is that which was noliceable to me at Plvmouth
this year: whene were the previoons Rally ton boats? 1s it that the com-
pelition tailed off Tor them and they thought they might as well do some-
thing clse this vear” Let s ey oand get them back by hotline un oer
hovts o0 it and coaking it oven more interesting, if that is possible of
COUSe,

Scumanshin had tuded off @ hit 1 thouehd, T noticed seversl boats
come in, pick up their wail rone then get our the anchor, whirl it round
their heads cowbow siyle then cast it all of two leet oway [rom the stern,
Corie, come, 27w either drop it on the run o oand pick un the wall rope
or pick un the rope first and use the dinghy, T oalso noticed some boals
were nol bothering to put out bow and stern rones 1o the boats abongside,
With these i vour anchor doesn’t haold in a blow you prevent damage
tWw vour own hoat and others by having moorings e anather anchor vra
vour neighbour. Tt also keeps cveryane nicely in line and gives more space.

Soomuch fur the reflections, now for the madifications, [ wish sonke-
one would take the trouble fo ke o camera round the boats and photo-
aranh every moad. which he sces, write a briel description of them and
publish it as a hook. One of us has a four-berth boat (adults?). One of
us has a boat which shows a clean pair uf hecls to almaost every bout of
our size and more. One of us 1s a crafisman who savs he just nlays
around in stainless sfeel hot his fittines have it by kit been replaced
with lovely strong well designed ones of his own. Enough, we all know
what we have done hul many of os don’t know what we can do until we
try. Here are mine in roughly the order in which they happened.

My woodeg mast was great as 2 how as in bow and grrows o |
bought an allov one aiter the brass strap across the head snapped and
left me with no forestav. I darcsay that this onc might part company
hull way down but 1 don’t think the forestay will be lefl without visible
means of support and it doesn’t look like a bow any more. The stemhead
received a roller-cum-foreslay anchorage and 1 hence became stemhead rig.
I know one persan (no, don’t cross 1t oul, Fditor} who reckons he goes
better with the bow and a couple who say the stemhead forestay is no
dadvantage.

A pulpit was added giving a marvellous sense of security up there.
My hatch now opens up instead of slides und T think it is betier for venti-
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lation. Having shiticd my cooker around cvery time 1 wanled to use 1t |
thought it about time it came to roost so | ripped cut the shelf under the
bridee deck, put a batten across and mounted the cooker on a flap
hinged to i, Now, when 1 owant at, it just folds down and all the steam
eocs out of the hatch. | paid oul for a split skirl when a parl fmiend was
entering the cabin on one occasion so [ have now got around to cuiting
un some lengths of wood to fit across between the bunks below the hatch
with 1wo fore and aft kattens to held them all together and 1o stop them
[rom maoving ltom port to starboard. As the bunks arc notparzllel there
15 no fore and afl movement yvel they can be removed and tucked away
if not wanled,

Flectric hight from a car battery s installed, the battery fiting in the
space beneath the cooker. ‘Fhe only -other marvellous mod. 1 the cabin
s a Sparkict beer tap which quite a lot of people at Plymouth thought
[hic) guile a necossity,

The halliards have been quile o mepace when the sails are un, all
that wseless rone goetting Touled up an the jibh sheets when going abouot
because thoy wore tucked up round the cleats, now a piece ol shock cord
sirctched from one hand rail to the other holds the coils 10 plice down
an the deck out of the way

The edees of the deck seemed to be delammabting one year, so as the
rubhing strake was looking a bit batlered [ took it off and sealed the
edpes of the deck with Cataloy resin then filled in the chunks with
lsopan, | sanded it afl smooth and after another coat of resin a new 2.
half-reun:d rubbinge steake was serewed in position. Mo looks nicer. 15 o Jot
sironeer and dhe cdee of the deck 1s scaled. [t took three hours 1o put
the starboard strake on bab only hall an hour {or the port and T win
tell vonl that it s easier leooslard fraom the stern not the bow, The cost of
the job was L6 130 and the wood was cut to size by the timher vard,

The mainsheet has been g eread problem, the lead was chronie and
thix s not only a Silhouctte problem. T lamtnated a bridee and micked
out the conmdne on deck s that the sheets fead nearly oo vertical Tine
ta the boom. The tiller dido't it under it s0 T booeht o Mark 11 folding
one furned @t upcide Cown and al owas well, Lo served Tor two years but
Powas a bit hasty p the plecing and it ooy did al Plunowdh this wear
due oo same 240 sorews and plenty ol glee, 1 owas o wood answer and T
have improved it again, My mainsheet Iead 1s now verlical on to a stain-
ogs steel slide across the alter end of the cockmt, The tiller was in the
way s 1 ook the rohber off and unscrewed the rubtber pipe which s
tapped at the end which goes o the kel 1 doilled another hole vertically
down just forward of the belkhead, screwed and resmed (he pips into
position and put a support hlock at the head of it Ahowt 2L mches had
to come off 1t as 1t is now o shorter stretech and part of the skeg had 1o
he suwn off vertically o allow a striight JTead down, 1 then had to fifl
i the littde trigngle at the bottom of the skeg with marine ply serewed,
reened and plass Hhred over and make a new rudder. This is the same
st as the old one but s shaped ta be no more than J-inch awav (rom
Lhe hull ab the top, [ as alse streamlined to a sharp tranling edee, Because
Lhe rudder post comes stmtght down the bolkhead [T can't gel inde he
stern locker so o overcome this T cut a2 hole in the sierm deck, put a
coaming roumnd it ogmd bought o Mark TH glass fibre [orehateh o cover i

The advirntages of five davs work are the strength and lead of the
niinsheel wnd the new rodder whach 15 positive, very precise and has a
lovely Teel, | can now sit al the fore end ol the cockpit and steer with
case making 11 casier 1o handle the ph sheots single-handed and 1o pet the
sterm out of the witer when gome down wind inoa race, The hatch allows
me to get my whole body inside the stern lacker to paind cversy coiner
wilh case and what's more the bucket fils and can be 20t out in 02 of a
second. The locker now takes lots more bip thines amd 1 have much more
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roorm in the heat, 1 ohaven't set had o good long hlow to comment on
sailing properties bot [ocertalnly have oot made 2 mess of things.
My present kecls add 108 1bs, to the boat. The old ones rusted through

and | found two that were of J<nch steel, about 2 inches shorter 10 length
and 1! 1nches deeper. Their curve fitled so off came the old and on went
the new. 1 Mke the extra weight for the same reasons Me Chettle gives
in the September cdilion. As my meal mast 15 about a foot higher than
the old wooden one and | had o gap ab the tep that looked as thouph
[ was recfed when using the old sml [ thought T'd go modern and get a
satl cut which was long and thin to [l up the space at the head and foot.
where there 15 0 lof more travel on the goosencck shde, vet stil] retain
the same arca. This has hrough! the point of pressure Forward to combat
weather helm and helps me to point up a lot higher than other hoats.
The new sail sets beautfully and 1t has four battens imstewd of threc
It cost £18 Trom Jeckells who also .gave me a nice bie sailbag, I'm thinking
about the jib now.

Foture mods.? A bit of luxury just to make sure of the Concours
D'Flegance next year, besides which the buckel s getting old, Yes, 1
flushing version maght be nice and will put more weight up forward.
With the beer tap 1l mieght be 4 necessity.

That's about all, and 1 hope the Editor con make something out of
this., One thing with the new keels, T had to bash the trailer about a bit
but 1 had modded that lkasi vear lo take a Hurley 22,

Phew, 1t’s hot and past my bedtime, sull Uve emoved writing this
and only look forward 1o vour wrtngs and the next Plvmouth Week.
Cheerio, for now.---David Barnes, S10 1472, Nagru, MV, British Corporal,
¢fo B.P, Tankers I[.td,, Britannic House, Moor Lane, Londun, 1.2,
Written from Bandar Mashur, Mukulla Bay,

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

BEATES: S0OIA members announcements, 3d, a word (minimoam 2s. Ad.Y. Trade
notices 15, a word (minlmum 105.). Please send pavment with advertisement.

vOR SALE. 5. 11 383, Fxcellent condilion. 3 terylenes, §/5 rigging, roller
reefing, anchor and warp, calor cooker and bottle, coimnpass, L3
Parkstone 5385,

FOR SALE. BBy privale owner. Silhouette 1 Can sleep 4. Seagull Contury
plus OB (htile wsed), Extensive invenlory includes madn., genoa,
working and storm jibs, 8 {1, pram dinghy, wood, Huorley reoad trailer
(httle used), Winter storage avatlable if reguired at no cost. £365 o.n.o.
Telephone: Cromie, 01-580-9122 (oflice howrs),

FOR SALE. Trailer, (Hurley) lfor Silhouette [I. £30. oo, Skinner, ¢/ o,
17 Southheld Tirive, 1ladieigh, Benfleg!, Essex,

INSURANCE. Edward Lumley (Yacht Insurance) Limited. Lumley House,
431/51 St, Mary Axc, London, E.C.3, offer special facilities to members
af the SOIA for all forms of maring insurance. Details [(rom Hon
Secrelary.

BOSIUN'SG STORES—Terylene ties (17/6), bow ties {10/6), burpgces {12/6},
S.0.1.A. badge transfers, brooches {7/6), silk head scarves (30/-), from
Maj. E. Sweet, Tolsa, Grove Road, Lymington, Hants, Buack numbers
of the Journal (on loan) from Eddie Coxell, 40 Louis Drive East,
Raylcigh, Fssex,

—_
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