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A New Editor

A FYER cditing and producing this Jonraad Tor wine yvears, s founder,

I R. L. Anderson, has had to resign. He is succeeded by Neville
Povey, who takes on the job ol Editor with the next issue. Al the same
ime Helen Anderson hands over as Advertising Manager Lo Mrs.
Povey. John Anderson writes: My pust each morning wilt be highier,
and duller—afier all these years 1 owill seem strunge not w live with
The Sithiogetfe Owner 1 cannot pretend thal thix nole 15 not o little bit
like writing one’s own oblluary, But ¥ can no longer give the Jeseersroif
411 the time it demands, and while 1 am sad o relinguish it 1 know
that it is right For a younger man to be taking over. MNeville Povey 1s
keen Sithouette sailor, and he will pul his heart into the job. Moy | Lry
to say Thank You 1o the many, niby peuple over the years who have
helped to keep our Jouenal going? Lorgive me for mentiomng Helen
first - she and 1 founded the Jorrnaf as itthe d-page shiect Llogether,
and although she is pnominally called Advertising Moanager in Ly shie
has been everything i our domeslic newspaper ollice, editing and
putting together the Jornad when 1 had poeumoning acting as Head
Reader. Chiel Sub, Copy-laker, Pypist and Ofhee-Garl s well as
looking afler all the correspondence copeerning advertisements. She
has done a marvellous job, and | o'l see why her husband shouldint
say s0. For the first two youars ar se Helen sond §chid all the envelope-
addressing for sending out the Joviral onrselves, ond o hieavy Lask I
was Then Annc and Shep Bowler o the Iste of Man came to the
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cescne. and for the next few years large parcels ol envelopes passing,
belween Dngland and the Isle of Maun played an essential parl in the
distribution-system. Then Harry Maloncy got to work with an adldress-
ing machine, and we hecame a bit less amateur. | should like to
aeknowledge the immense amound of help 1 have hid from our printers,
Trajan Press. and their manager, George Blaymire: it is duc to them
that our Jowraeal always Jooks such a neat, seamanlike job. And now.
above all, our writers the men and women all over the world who
have written of their experiences, reported the activitics of regional
groups. written letiers, sent in logs. described the behuviour of Sil-
houctites in most of the Seven Seus. They have been  they arc the
lifeblood of our Journal, 50 to all of you, my real and deeply-ich
(hanks. And | know that Neville Povey can count on yaur wonoderful.

friendly help.
Flag Officers

A T o meeting of ihe National Committee on March 15, Cynil Gusceat,

£X ho has been Commodore for the past Two yearls, hauted down
his fMag, and the Commitice elected Brinn Heaney in hisx place. A vote
of thanks to Cyril and Mrs. Guscolt tor their splendid services Lo the
Association during Cyril’s tour of dutly win carried with acclamation,
and all present wished Briun lieancy the best of fuck in ruising s
pennant. Harry Maloney was clected Vice-Commodeore. and Yefi Walsh
Rear-Commodore, Cyvrll Guscott was appointed an honorary Rear-
Commodore in recognition of his SCIVICES,

John Anderson writes : Cyril has been o magnilicent Commuodore,
and it is quite impossible to thank him and Jean adequately for their
tireless. cheerful work. In the chair at committee meelings Cyril's goaod
humour and quicl wisdom have been invaluable. He has earned s
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retirement, and carned, too, the gratitude of all who sail small boats.
Brian Heaney is well known to members for his enterprising leadership
of cruss-Uhannel crutses, and for his helpful arrangements for YOvages
lo the Bultic. 1e 15 an internationally-minded sailor, and the SCHA us
an mernational organisation will surely benefit from his Commiodore
ship. The SOIA is indeed fortunate 1o have men of the calibre of Cyril
atd Brian for its chief Nag officers.

b
Secretary’s Notes

E VERYTHING secms 1o be a htde late this year, almost like a

mysterions malady, that has crept inlo our wuy ol lilc: delay ind
pustpancrent seem to be the order of the dav, A certuin trins-Atlantic
fier. has put oif iis maiden vovage. a revolutionary aireralt Ginally
ook 1o the air. several months overdue, and no longer can one rely on
Ihe post being delivered on time, with or without the permy surcharge.
perhaps 1t s the inclement weather: but whialever it is. cven the first
commnitice mecting of the Assoctation was not held until March 15,
mstead of at the end ol February as usual. But 4 good (urn out can be
recorded. and much ol the business for the coming vear was scttled,

=f= o *

Briun Heancy announced that all is going well tor the cross-
Channel crnse. Tor the spring Bank holiday: that he has had corres-
pondence from many, and that the turn-oul {(weather permitting) should
he more than ever. Plymouth Week, will be on similar lines to past
events, although this year, the Associaiion will be running the entire
show. But our friends al the Roval Plymouth Corinthian Yacht Club
have pnt thar club-house and all its amenitics at our disposal. and.
apart frony a conple of oficers (0 act in a liaison capacity, we are on
aur own, to do whal we wish. and how, and when. we wish it. So the
third week In Augost 1969 will be 4 one hundred per cent SOTA-
ofgamsed rally, which means il must be much oo good o miss, Qur
Plymouth Group have agreed Lo take over the whole of the arrange-
ments, so it will be on the spol elMiciency. If you have not already
done so, book a week's holiday for August 16,

* 3 e

The first task, however, of the commitiec, 4l the beginning of the
vear is 1o ¢lect from its members those who arc 1o act in the cupaciiy
of Mag otlicers. Cyril Guscott, alter acting as commodore with greal
chznity and ability for two yvears, decided o hand over to a suceessor.
Harry Maloney was unanimously nominated Toc the post, but he, un-
fortunately, had to decline for vartous reasons, and asked the meeting
[0 allow him lo remain us sccond-in-command for a lurther spell,
Brian Heancy, bemng the obvious next choice, was duly clected to be
our leader and commodore for 1969, Congratulations, Brinn, you have
a diflicult jobh, foliowing on one so cfficient as Cyril, buat we are all
quile certain. your term of office will be a bright page in the history of
the SOTA, Harry Maloney will now assist in the capacity of Vice-
Commaodore, with Jefl Walsh, elected to Rear-Commodore, Cyril juins
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the ranks of our Honorary Rear-Commeodores, as well as taking up his
old job of acling as Press OMcer for the Association’™s activilies.
¥F #* %

Being conditioned to the numerous advertisemoents that boast of
whiter than white, one of the yiuchting paper’s adverlisement for dirty
hands caught my cyve, This, it turned oat, referred 1o the annuul lttting-
oul number, which they described as the time of dirty hands  not aut
all « bad deseription, when one thinks of the messy jobs that have
to be undertaken, Some folks wear rubber gloves 10 protect these
cxtromities, while others rely on paste thal is put on belore work. and
the use ol the muany hand-scouring prepurations availuble. Bt hands
can be cleaned thoroughly with soap (very ordimary soap. at thaty and
witter, provided that these simple rules are carried onl, Wet the hands
ance. sud once only, m o cold water, rub in the soap in the usual way,
il vou have a good lather. and carry on rubbing, until all the lather
disiappears and the soap has (urned to a dirty wax that can no [onger
be spread. Then, and only then, rinse the hands in water, and you wifl
be anvized at the result, I you want o tike your best eirl to the fitting
out thoner and Dance. rub ordinary table salt well into the pores. and
agaln wash with plain water. You will want to anyway if vou have the
smalicst cut, bul your hands will be cleaner and softer than yvou will
ever gel them with whatever expensive lotion.

* * *

The Members Eist for 969 15 now nearly completed and will
soon be in the hands of the printers Tor publication. 1o be issued 1o
every member as in the past. But, without apologies, il must be made
known. that ttis a fist of memrbers, and that o member is a person who
hus pad his or her subseription, So if, up to now. vou have omilted
to scttle this simall necount, please do so. 10 make sure that you, your
hoat, and vour home port, are listed in the 1969 edition. We al] know
how one iv badgered for money these davs, but the demands of the
Assocration are the most modest.

9% H KK

Several members have wriltten Lo ask if it would be possible Tor
the new list 1o contiin a numerical list of sail numbers as well as an
alphabetical hst of names. While this suggestion had  sympathetic
hearing with the commirttec, it was reluctantly agreed that it would be
an unwarranted extra expense on the resources available The sug-
gestion can, of course, he reviewed next yvear when the beneft of {he
extra subscription has been properly assessed —R_A G

From Grenada

TONTINUING owor story. We Teft Grenada on February 25 und
= had to beat our way to Carriacou. This ook us about 11 hours for
A distance of just over 20 miles,
The following day we cleared Customs and satled 1o Union Tsliand
This wus also a beat but the distance 5 only six miles or so. We
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Wick Collaee, Charney Bassett, near Wantare, Berkshire,
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Commodore: Brian irascy, Lower Lec Schoal, Beaconsfield Rood.
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Yice-Commeoedore: Hargy MaronNry.

Rear-Commodore: Jre Waisn, 33 Broad Lane, Hale. Cheshire.

Hon. Sceretary: R A, Gawwon, 4 Crawley Rowd, Bush 1Ll IPark,
Enfeld. Middlesex.

Ho, Treasurer: B. W. Pairsdan, 141 Tlornchurch Road., Hornchoreh,
Poasex,

Sail Number Repgistrar: W. H. Coamures, 79 Adcelnde Grove,
T.ondon, W.I2.

| Circalation Managers; Llaery Macornsy, |3 Branksome Road.
Moredon, Swindon., Wilis.,  Mr. & Mgrs., Butr, 153 Winiton
Road., Twickenham.

. Associaie Representiative: R. B, 1uxr, Holmlea, Ringwooed Roud.
Fbblake, Verwood, Thorsct.

Press Secrelary: Cral Goscorr, 64 Cowick Hill, Dxeter.

Supplics Officer: Mauor FEo T Sweer, Tolsa, Grove Road. Lyming-
ton, lianis.

Libvarian: F. Coxent, 40 Louwis Drive Fusl, Ravicigh, Essex.

Commilice Members: Prrir Movse, 14 Cuemberland  Mansions,
Bryanston Sguare. Wl Mrs, Onive BoTT,

Hon. Technical Advisor: Roprrt Dvexkpr, 58 Souwthbury Road.
Falicld. Middleges,

Al recoginised srotps appoint an ex-officio representative (o the
Tommftiee.

The Silhonette Owners' Finteraational Association exisds to pramote He
interesty of Sithoneete Qwaoers fhvanghont the world, The annoal -
soription iy s, (.S A, 538). Banhers:  Westminster Bank Limited,
Hornchurclt, Fsvex

anchored off Union for the night at Ashion and sailed to Chlton, the
port of entry, the following mormming,

After enlering at Cliflon we satled to the sland of Mayero and
anchored Tor lunch, We Teft Mavero at 1415 and beal oul 1o the
sland of Sanouan. We went around 1o the castern side of the sland
where a4 [ong reef protects the coast from the Atlantic swell. We moored
near a charter yacht, called Borews, and were mmvited on board for a
drink by the four American men who were charlering the yucht, Adter
a few drinks we were invited to stay for dinner and had a most
enjoyable evenimng,.

We lefl Canouan at 1000 the next mornmng and tried to beat
castwards past the rect. The seas were piling up off the end of ihe reef,
causing the steepesl waves that we have scen oot here. Aller see-sawing

{Contimeed on Page L)
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The Royal Plymouth Corinthian Yachl Club

and
The Silhouelte Owners Internalional Association

Seventh
National Silhouetile
Rally - 1969

in PLYMOUTH SOUND
AUGUST 16th - 23rd, 1969

Under the burgee of the Royal Plymouth Corinthian
Yacht Club

PRELIMINARY  NOTiCE  AND  ENTRY FORM
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The ROYAL PLYMOUTH CORITNTHTAN YACHT CLULE, in conjunciion
with the SILHOUETTE (OWNERS INTEENATIONAT., ASSOCTATION., innvites
cntries for the SEVENTH WATTONAT, SILHOUFRTTE RATLY {(including the
National Champonzhips) at Plymouth, August 16th to August 23r0d, 1960,

SAILIN(Gx PROMGEAMME
Sulurdiay, August 16th—H W, (1831
Sunday, August 1Tth—H. W_ 857 _
1oy hos, Thace/Cruse 1o River Yealm.
Monday, Aupusl 18th—LEL AW, R0
1004 hrs, Aoy g Hace and Cruise in Jompany.
Tuesday. Aupust 149th—H W, 01944

THMY hes,  1st Points lacoe,
1504 hre, 21 Points Race,

Woerdnesday, Aupust 2ith- HUW, 1422
{'ruise 1o Cawsand armd Bopatta,

Thursday, August Ilst HW. 1116
1hy tirs. drel Points Hace

Priday, August 22nd AW, 1208
10040 hrs. 4th Points liace.
1430 hrs, Gin Treasute Hund,

{hn all oceasions when there is a points race lor Silhoucttes, there wiil
al=n b o hatudicap cace for olhetr craft of associate members, wilh starling
times 16 minutes carlier. All events may be re-arranged due fo weather
congdiliocns,

CONDITIONS

1, lzees to be solled under IY LU, rules, TLYA, prescroplions ool thae
rales of the S{)I1A,

2, Working sails only to be used exeept in the race under any rig,
A Helmsmnen imust be members of the SOTA,

4. The Championship will be checicded as follows:—
If 4 ruces sailed, 3 to couant,
Ir 3 races sailed, 2 to count
Tt 2 races salled, 2 10 ¢count.

3. Silhoueiics ME. I will be raced in the Handicap sevies
PRIZES

The City of Plymouth 1'rophy Wineer of Chuampionskhip
The William Spurcell Trophy Bunnecr-up

The Russell WMarine Trophy
The Exe Trophy

The T.uumley Trophy

Third in Championshiy
Fouarth in Champlonshin
Fifth in Champuainship

The Htuarl Turner Trophy Highoest placing in Championshin
kv Silhouctte [itted with inboard
L‘!]E]]'IL"

The Hacclwood Hotel, Torguay Trophy  Longest journey by sca for oany
Competilor

The Duke of Cornwall Trophy Winner of Passage Bace to Yoealo.
S.00.I.A Trophy winuner of Hundicap Servies,

S50 1A Trophy Resl pearformates hy mixerdl or oall
[ady crew not otherwise gualifying
for a major awarld in the Champion-
ship serics.

(rroupn with lowest number ol polets
(Group to consisl of 3 nominadod
sty iy ihe Arca or Crroup.

The S0 10A will presenl rose bhowls as replicas to 1he ficst five boatls in
thes Champianship sevices ancl extra awatas fo any class with six or more entrics

The H. POY.CO owill prosent prizes to the bexd Dwenty boats placed after
ihe winners of the live major wards in the overall placongs,

There will also e prices for the boats making the longest journeys by
roacl, Tor the hesl porformance by o boat entered from outzide (he Port, for
the ™ any vig ™ oo handicap races and the Concours d'BElegance.

Prisos inn lhe Flandicap series will depend on the number of ontrics bl
will b asvardod an the same vurinciples s lhose {for Silhoucttos,

Memers, Coates (Plynunith) Ltd  will award prices of Plymouth (Gin aved
simivenilr trophies for (zin Treasore Huond,

The Silhauedies Tratsom

e

SAILING INSTRUCTIONS

These will be sent 1o all entrants a fortoiphl boefore the Bally conmences,

CONCOURS D’ELEGANCE

Judping will ecommence on Tucsday., August 18th, al North Quay ol
18080 hrs.
SOCIAL ARRANGEMENTS

Saturday, Aug. 16th 8 pan. KMecting of S.0.1 A, Committee at RP.C.Y.(C,

sunday, Aupg, 171 & pom Informal  Get-together  at the TEPOCY.C
[bricling on courses and Cruises).

Motiday, Aug, 181h Civie Heception sl the Guildhnall followed hy
a danec.

Tucsday, A 14l Vigit to Bowling Alley, if possible {(Group
Competitions) .

Weeddnesday, Aug, 2iHh Dance arngd Social, with bhand, at RPOCUY L

Thursediny, Aug 21st 1050 am, Gala i Club basin, Evening (Coach 'rip
over the Noors, followed by pasty supper,

Friday, Aug. 22nc 6 pom, ST A s Dinner, Dance and Priccgiving ad
Duke nf Cornwall,

CATERING

Morning coffes, Junches, and teas will be available in the Clab on Race
Tyays, e, Tuesday, Thursday and Friday with the assistance of the S.0.TA.
Ladics.

ACCOMMODATION

The illustrated guide of Piymouih, with a full list of hotels cle., may be
ohtained from lhe Cily Entcertainments and Publwcity Wlanager, I".-lLlI'IIL"'EJ.:l]
Otfiees, Plymouth (please setnd 1/- for postaged.

MOORINGS

The Aeet will bwe berthed alongside North Quay inside Satton Harhowr,
Waler, {ucl and car parking facilities are all available at Norih Quiay,

NOTE: The Rally will be hetd during neap {ides but if there should e
insufficicnt water at Norlh Quay {or any moember’s deep keelod yvacht altern-
ative moorings willk e found.

CHANGING ROOMS AND SHOWERS

Dwners living aboard can talke hot shoswers at the Olub by oarcangoemnent
with 1he Steward.

...............................................................................................................................................

ENTRY FORM
T Hono Sailing Secvelary, Silhouctte Rally 1964, toyal Flymoulh Corvinthian
Yacht Club, Baceira Hoad, Plymoath,

Pleaze onter Silhouctte TT°5ilhoaelife WE. TIT (dolete as necossary )

Qiher class. SAIL No...... .. i i DO - Y 0 S 0 W S 0 7 ] TSP s
for the 194% Rally & Championshin from Augast T Lo 22000, THRS,

T agree to he bound by the TYR.U. Rules, 1LY A prosceipllon, the
Trules of the S0O.T.A., of whiclk I am a membor, and the sathing ingstractions

PERCTVERE e i e o S B T R LTOCK  Signoed,,
ADDIESS S 1 v o pEs ErNPLTAT
....................................... PLEASE Iitry foo L6 ebelosed.

LS AR T R [ R e e e e e R R :

| qh,_-a_ll almﬂ F14 L Lua !wjm_, a1l heard (please toclcale as this s Important oy
trtarring ),

OWNERS REQUIRING TIHE SERVICES O THE MORBTLE CRANLE PLEASE
TNTIHMOUATE BELUMW

Eosbiald B SersaTimessinE S s s e s Sr s s Sl S aned dodda not reguire
the services of the mmoblle ecrane, (107- deposio please, i reguirerdd.
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ENTRIES

Toe P sueldressce to the oo Sailing Secrefary, S0.T.A, Hally, 19645 HOY AL
PLYMOUTH CORTNTHIAN YACHT CLUL MADEIA ROALD, PLYWMOUTH,
Bev June 21lst accompanied by a foee of L6

Tate enlries will he accepted on payment of & foc of L7

Thi- {ee Lor memnkres of The S00.T.A. who wish to attond the Ratly withoat
their boals 5 X4

NOTE: The centry foe includes racing, mooreings, vecoplion, dancee ole and
vy riekets o thae Friday Dinner Dance aod Privepgiving, Additional tickets
arie obtainalble Irom ATr, Fo Hawlkins, Polmear, 125 Winghield Tiood, Sinke,
Elvmouth,

TRANSPORTATION AND LAUNCHING

Lioats roust e ready Lor loadinge by crane I an accessible positlon
axtore with mast wnsteppod.

Bouts will be carrie] al owpers vislo and It s steongly recomonended that
owets Isurne Thermn for the round feig,

Colleciion and delivery charpge £16 per return troip.

Appication Lor the setvier should be made direcl o Huoeley (Marine
[, 1 groups of [our to :;1_;4]1'[ brails amedl this shouledd be done @as 800n G
pos=ibde in orcder that e 1300 can he planocod,

fdwsners intendinge Lo launeh thoeic own boats by slipway should 1ake
tleern 1o the Klphinstene Roat Park, badeira Teoad, Thoere s oan exeelond
concrete slipway, TL s pointed out Thal Hurley (Barine! Ltd. are not per-
maittedd Lo use their crone for launching andd recovery al Sallon Harbowr aned
oty reopaicing Lhis Factlity MITST AVATL THEMSELVES OF TR FPACIT,-
I'I'TES PROVIDED DY 'THE STITTON LTARLBOTLIR IMPTHRHOVEMENT COMPANY,
IT s FEMPHASISED THAYT NORTH QUAY I8 PRIVATE PROFPCLTY AND
OUTSTRDE CONTRACTORS AMAY NOT Bl ENGAGED TO LAUNCH BPOATS
TIHERE WITHOUT PELEMISSTON OF THLE COMPANY. The mobile crare will
necordingly e o Rand obn Satarday when il Is anticipated 1hal the majority
8 Dewils will asscanble aned iy owners anticipating arriving ot amather time
ater aslkidl to intorm lhe FLON. SAITING SECRETARY fo sco iU spoecial pro-
vikicnr cun e mace. Thiz intfonoadion to bhe given on the enbey form and o
tlepozit of 107- senl with entry Lee 10 thiz serviee 15 reguaived.
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R - Regional Groups =————-

Revional groups of Lhe Silhonetie OQwners” Associaton have been
establishied in the following areas:

Blackwaler. How, Ses. AV, Hudvorn, la flead Steeer, (rolid-

iwmnear, Maldon, Essex.

Han, Sec. A, Kennedry, 539 The Knolf, Marsh
Ailfs, Plvnronih.

sSouth-West,

Exe (zroup. FHon, Sec, T, Pifiers, 10 Belvedere Road.
Faxmarith.
Poole. Han, See. R, W, Mav, 2 The Cirele, Moor-

cfosvar, Bowernennoaffe, Floars,

Bristol Channel, ffon, Sec. F. T, Daniel. Bodgers, Backwell
Comnnon, Backwelf, Bristed.

North-¥West. Heor. See. Brian Heaney, Fower Tee Sehool,
Beaconsheld Road, Fiverpool 25,

Wyre and How, Sec. Miss F Wriele, 22 Aviingion Avene,

Morecambe Bay. Blackpool.

Lake District,

Hon, Sec. V. K. Jones, Foxton Honse, Lowther
Streetr, Penrifh.

Coniston. flaomn. See. Deavid Thorvaten, 47 Braockenfey Laitel )
Finbsav, Skipion, Yorks.

Yidlands. Hon, Sec. E. €. Oldhane, 206 flagler Road
Frbaston, Binminghom, i'

Tees Buy. Houn, See. R, T. Swarbrick. 21 Raby Road, |

Stockion-on-Tees.

FHomn Sec. Stepfen Lasfiineton, 3 Flettaon Road,
Lecdy ¥, Yorkshive,

Secarborourh.

in the same spotl for about ten minules we decided to go around Ihe
western side of the island instead. We had a fing reach to the 1sland ol
Beqia, and had a fast bat wet sail. At onc stage of the journey the spray
abmost reached the top of the mainsail, and we had solid lumps of spray
coming across the coach rool

We slayed a few days in Beguia and then sailed Tor Si0 Tucka.
We anchored overnight in Cumberland Bay, 5t. Vincenl, and then
carried on the following duy. As we left the lee ol St Vincent, the
wind und sea rose and at one time we had the storm jb up, and 8 rolls
in the mainsail, and we were still over-canvassed. The wind cascd
withipn an hour and we had a fast sadl to Castries, taking 12 hours tor
the 30 odd miles.

We infend 1o stay in St Lucia until Mareh 26 when we will be
shipping our boat back 1o Preston, This yvoyage should take ahout ten
days, bul at least we won't have lo worry abont it, as we shall be on o
hanana boat! —William Charles Julier.

o i —_— - s—dmERE WY debe —a

ROSUN'S STORES. Terylene ties (17/6), bow tics (10/6), burgees {12/6),
car bades wransfers, brooches (776}, silk head scurves (30/-50 from
Maj. E. Sweet, Tolsa. Grove Rouwd. Lymington, Hants. Back numbers
of the Journal (on loan) from Lddie Coxell, 40 Louis Drive Last. Ray-
leigh, FEssex,
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Home with Mermaid By pPeter Davy

"IN days belore Christmas, and work was becoming a bore; the

spirit of the scason was beginning to make itsell Telt. T decided
privately that 1 nceded a change but couldn’t sec my boss agreeing
with me. Tn this somewhat mixed up mood I cleared my desk, pul up
my pen and prepared to go home, The phone began 1o ring as | made
my way (0 the door. * Peter,” called the person who answered the
phone. * It's for you.”" My thoughts were unprintable as T tarned back
and sat on the edge of miy desk., “ Hello 7 T said. * Ah, Davy, Johnson
here™ Oh lord, the boss, | thoaeht, now what, = 1 believe you are
something of a sailing meant,”™ he went on, ™ Yes Sir” 1 said. & Come
up to my oflice in the morning. 1I'd like to have a Lalk with you.” We'll
now, this was really something:; an invitation 1o the Inner sanclum wias
one Lhing, but to be asked there o talk boals —anything could happen.

That's how [ {ound mvself siiting 1 the Yacht Club at Dinard,
just seross the river from St Malo, waiting for David Johnson. He'd
bought o 300t keteh that was lying in the inner basin at St Malo, and
he'd wsked me to help him bring her home 1o Brixham. T'd seen a
nhotograph of Mermaid and she looked very pretly, but she was on a
mooring when the picture was taken, and il didn’i tell ¥ou muach about
her, except that she had self-steering gear. T was musing on the cflcc-
tiveness or otherwise of this equipment when the sleward came over
with the news that there was a telephone call Tor me. T was David,
“ Peter. I'm Lerribly sorry, but 1 can’ make it he said, “ Jump on 2
plane home. T'll have to try to get her home in early Spring.™ © Look.”
1 replied. “ Tet me bring her home now single handed. she won'l be
too heavy o handle being a ketch, and she’s got the steering gear.”
After some discussion it was agreed that T should do just that; after
all it would be a feather in my cap he 15 my boss. I collecled the
kevs {from the secretary of the club, picked up my bags and went out to
cateh the Vedetie to St Malo, It was three hours belore high water.
| Tound Mermarid moored alongside the pontoons and went aboard.

Now [ have alwavs been a firm believer in the theory that how-
cver lang 1L takes a man to gel to know a boat it takes the same amount
of 1hme for the hoat to know the man, and if vou give her & chance
shell introduee hersell the way any lady will, With this in mimd 1 had
1 quick look round, then put the kelile an tor some coffee, While the
keitle boaled T broke out the sails, checked fuel and water, and stowed
my gear. Having done this | sat down in the little saloon to drink my
coffee and say hello 1o Mernnaid., She asked me 1if we were going. |
~aid Yes, Whal's the Torecast? she wanled to know, Very good, winds
S5 1o SWoForee 3-4, 1 answered. 1.ovely, was the reply, fult sail. Twoe
hours to high waiter. they'd be opening the gates soon. T went on deck
tar hend on the sails and make ready for sen. I did a check to make sure
| knew how the steering sear worked. and then started the engine—a
itle twin ovlinder diesel that thumped away most reassuringly. 1 let
it run until thorouehly warm, then stopped i and weni up to the
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Yacht Club on the quay for a last drink, and 1o buy some cigars.
While | was there 1 bought a bottle of brandy which to me, even by
French stundards, was expensive. 1 was to appreciate that morc at a
Iater time.

Back aboard Mermaid 1t was time {0 go. The dicsel fired [irst
time, and we motored down into the lock, T tied up to the side of a
Sspanish coaster in the Tock, as cven at high water there is a fair amount
of turbulence when the gates arc opened. First out of the lock 1 went
inshore 10 el the heavy traffic clear, and then decided to run up the
salls in the ouler basin, so that I could molor-sail out to seu, away (Tom
the lec of the Iand, The first couple of hours would be tricky with the
herce tides around thal part ol the world. The wind was true to
forecast, being almost astern of us. I set course, and then started to
check my navigation. With the engine still, and George the Robot on
ihe helm, T was sure that this was what sailing should be. 1 went on
checking the navigation, then I found that [ hadn’t allowed enough
set for the fide, so T went on deck to reset the steering gear, and was
astounded o find that although the compass was set for the old couarse,
the boat was in fact sailing the new one. 1 reset the compass inslead,
[ Teckoned that T had time 1o cook and eat o meal, and thought a curry
might not be a bad idea. With the curry heating and more coffee on
the go, 1 had a quick look outside to find thal we were completely
alone, The sun was going down with promisc of a fine cofd night, |
switched on the radio and tuned in to Roches Douvres for a bearing.
and gol what T wanted night where it ought {o have been.

My mical caten and cleared away, 1 went on deck Lo siart the long
night of compass waltch. It had been a long day. and it wasn't long
belore ! found myself dozing, although it was now quite cold, 1 don't
know how long after this it was, but I woke suddenly to find the ship
hove-to. Now s shouldn’t have been possible with the stcering gear
sct up, buf. there she was, hove-to. T realised with some considerable
alirm that we must be very ncar the shipping lanes, which indeed we
WETL.

I decided to bear away for Le Hanois light on Guernsey, to keep
mc away from the shipping until T could go across the lanes at right
angles, inslead of a diagonal course. This at least would make the tme
crossing shorter by an hour or morte. I reset the vane, and the ship
swiung  onto her new course. I owas now wide  awake,  and
I sal watching the wake and the gently swinging compuss card
tor a while but it scemed to make me drowsy again so |
stopped. Afler [ had it the oil lamps the woodwork in the
cabin glowed with that lovely warmth that only varnished haed-
wood can produce. The world shrunk 1o a tiny boat sliding through
the winter seas, very much alonc. 1 began to think about my Tamiiy
cven now gathering for Christmas, bot this only served to make e
fcel all the more alone so 1 stopped that too and went to switch on
the radio for company. It occured to me that man is very much a herd
animal, because the voices on the radio made me feel much betler,
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We went on happily Tor three hours or so, during which time we L‘fﬂﬁﬁﬂd
the line between Roches Douvres and La Cormére. Although 1t was
now quite cold, with the wind almost astern 1t wasn t very Tmtif:eal?-!t:,
ond Mermuid was enjoying hersclf romping along, z.md secring to sing
{o hersclf, making her pleasure felt all over the ship. She hadn t'la_uen
to sen for almost six months, so perhaps 1t wasn't all that surprising.
1 went up Torward to walch the bow wave for a whiic;_[t lay off to
sturboard like drifting snow. I caught the mood of tho ship and began
Ly enjoy the trip.

As [ knew there were no patural hazards belween us angd
I o Hanois. 1 feit that 1 could relax below for & while. so T wenl down
into the saloon. One of the luxury fitlings on Mermatd was a tull set
of modern navigational aids, and a glance al these once in a while
tld vou aH vou necded 1o know: having once set up the ship on course,
those glowing dials and George asiern do nea_rly zlil_ the wnr‘k fm_' you.
Standing at the chart table a httle later, (his time with @ whisky my
hand. | noticed that Mermaid had slowed up. She was down 1o just
over 2 knots, We were so Tar off the wind thatl the cause couldn't he
wind shift. and the wind speed was steady enough, On deck 1 tound
Al well, except that @ mile or so off a small coaster was Crossing our
irack. I stood walching as she passed, and wenl away. Then 1 had an
idew. [ looked down al the speed indicator and walched the needle
climb back 10 almost five knots, I was tom between logle and l"atltgmy,
bui logic won, whea 1 decided that we must have picked up a piece
ol weed on the propeller.

By now il was almost midnight, time for the news and wenlher.
The r{;purt. and Torecast were good, no chiange in wind or weither. 1
reckoned that this most be my lucky night. I'd had hine to selile down
(0 the motion and surroundings by now, and 1 was lTeeling very content.
| took a look-sce up lop. and was delighted to see Le Hanois fine on
the starhaard bow. {fo be concinded).

Letters to the Editor

A PDINGHY. =Yooy may be interested to hear that 1 have just won Lhe
pufiin dinghy in the competition tun by the Yackiing Mowthiy magazine, 1The
dinghy will Targely be used as tender 1o 511 2002 [ittle Goose whose mooring
iyt Dell Ouoay. Anodher success Tor the SOTA albeit 0 osmall ooe! A0 T
Sellev, 1 The Nearth, Chaldon, Caterbam, durrey.

REDDERS, Muy 1 ollvr a sngoestion regacding the Tatlure of the gal-
vunired steel straps holding the rudder blade of Refne Predugue? On ibe
Sithouette wlich 1 formerly owned, aned built, The rudder shafl. tube. wtc,
were supplicd with brasy sorews o fix the vodder blade. While copper anti-
fouling might have an cfeet on the galvanizng over the course al 1ime. 1 think
that the effect of hrass sorews would be worse, simee ihe clectrolylic action
would continue with the steed after the galvanizing had wasted away. I
answer of course is to use hixinps of stainless steel or galvanized serows. ]
found that the salvanizeng ! copper u;_'nmhinulic'm_ had o greaier E:Her.:l o e
bilpe kecls, b 1ocuored 1he trouble by enamelitng the Ikuulr-; Folore using an
undercoat Tor the unti-fouling, thus Tormiing o separation Liver. rather lhup
clchineg the keels fo form a key on the surface of the pafvaniang —1x 5
Pertin., 4 Cherry Close. Etlinglon, Sirattord-on-Avon.
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SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

BATES: S00A perobers asloaibeeteents, Jeboo o word (mndtbeoorne 250 Gelld . Trade

ol Dees 12, o word iminimouan ik, Please send payment with acyortisement.

WANTED. Musl Tor Sitlhouelie 1L Clhok, 148 High Soreet, Garhinge, Margate,
kvl

SILHOUETTE TRAILERS 1o arder. L65, "Tell: 01-366 042, Fnheld arca,

WANTEL. Siundiord draster (or Silkoucttc Mack 1L Wells, Birnvngham,
Tl Q21-333 1368,

FOR SALY. Silhouctie H, Terylene sails and slorm pib, navigalion and cabin
lichts, pulpil, compass, depth sounder, ciabin and cockmt cushions, roller
recling.  pump aud  Toll ventary, L3400 Saver, Broadstons 2799
T Sprmgedale Rood. Broodsione, Darset.

FOUR SALE. Silhouctre 1704, GRDP, dooble and siiple Derty, Hiced Bilge and
gulley pumps,  Lilley stove, Tined anterior, roller reefing, pulpit, £423,
[ving Poole. M. Frenchman, 7 Barnsbury Squoare, London M1 Tel. s
D1-607 2665 (hefore 10 o), 01-Cen Y221 (alier 4 pom.v

FOIL SALLE. 2'-ton ausiliary Bermudan sloop, 2 berth, 2000, 3m. x 60 x 300,
PO A 200, Beanm i, dralt 3Ft Muahoeany on oak. Terylene sails.
oy spars, Stoart 4 wilwaeoed, I first class condinon, £700 o.n.o, Tele-
phone: Plymaonoth 52495,

FOR SALE. Two wood Stthowclte musts, one unvarmshed, new, one used,
with Toom, Odfers, Tell: Plyvmouth 52445,

FOR SALE. Scooeadl Cenfury Plus. cluteh drve, Tong shalt, Two seasons old,
A howes vunning, L4200 Telb o Plymoath 32495,

FOR SALL, Silhovctie 11, ghsstibre, (9266, Terylene main and two o jibs
S8 rigeing, roller recting, Elsan, Wutcemolo inboard withe reversible pileh
and sailing propeller, ¢rockery, stove, cic., and Hurley trailer, L5253,
3 oStrvam Close, Boshanl Sussex, 2419,

YOI’ SALE. Mysiic 21101 din. sloop, 3 berith, inboard engine, tollel. clectrie
liht. very Tull invenlory, repainled ceady For scason. excelient condilion,
Fspection inyited, comd racing record, bought Larger, £720 oo, Trailer
aviatlalde extra. 50 Bore Haven Dreive, Chostichurch, Highelife 4960,

FOIL SALE. Silhoustie Mark 11 1006, Wood, 3-berth. lixcellent condition.
well cquippsd, 5§ Toeryleoe saills, Seagull, covers, pulpit. dinghy. heavy
duty railer. Possible Solent moormge. 2400 cash or banker™s dealt. Pickup,
1} Beeches Walk, Carshallon, Swreey. (01-642 7425,

IF'OR SALE. Sithouoetiec T Moo 1950, glass fibre, white, twoe berth with
cushions. Toawrence Muarine toifel fitled below Forward hatch, Two burper
Calor Gas stove, cabin Hghi, two ables, Plustic wash busin piped (o toalelt.
Steinless steel e, fenders, Tervlene cover. cruteh, pulpit, COR,
chim., hilee poamr,. New Scagull Centory Plus chigh onthoard, Traler,
Moaored ol Lictlehampion, Proge £35350 5, Revess, 31 Rayners Koad.
Landon 5 W15, 01785 {44}

EXCIHANGE, Tao Silhooette T mamstail Teryleoe Jeckells, vood condition,
For sl swhite sadl. N, Price, 3 Roxley Close, Thorpe 500 Andrew,
Novswich, NOR 4417,

FOR SALE. Silhouctle 11, 18860 wookd, 3-berth, alloy mast Terviene sails,
Scasmll 102 cluch, heavy doty trailer. brakes, boom tent, Campan
dinehy. crusing imventory, immaculate condition, kenl pnder cover.
L4935, Cockburn, 20 Grecowood Drive, Newlon-le-Willows, Lanes, Tele-
rhone SIS, oxtonston 284 jddavs,

INSTURANCE. Fdward umdey (Yacht Unsurance) Limited. T.omley ITouase.
33751 S50 Mary Axe. Londoen, F.C.30 olfer speeial fucihitics to members
af the SOTA for all foerms of nmarnne osurance. Details from TTon
I'reasorer.

15



= .. TR, = |.....n....|_l.._..... : i T ..|. -

-
.
B
TR
i T
LY " .
i P
= ELCERT :
., . ¥
R
.
S
. I..r
- HR
. :
Pt
.. -
'
gl * _
n, .I

oy
= -\.I&-l; '
=t

R T

; L}
5 5
. ; )
M
b
.
Fa
PR
T
Nl
o
e
'
=T
A
-
=
EPO
...."...."
-
s,
.
i
T
' .
..F1 — . -r - .-r.r- .
PR P .
- - - . : s TR e R
LR D s oS AL
2 = . T ST . o
S R T -
. o -
== L ar -
P L P By e
- ~_ o)
[~ e [



