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Log Competitions
By The Editor

"'l""HI.‘:; has been an excephionally good yvear Tor crinsing logs, perhaps

the more national crises we have. the more people want to get
away W sea . . 1 don™t know, But 1968 will go down in SOIA history
45 a0 year of really remarkable voyages, To judge the compelitions has
been o matler of extreme dilficulty. What do we look lor? Apart from
conditions of entry there are no hard and Fast reles, bot a winming log
must show ot least these three gualities

. Good scamanship in planning and carryving out a vovage,

2. Constderation at all times for ship and crew.

3. Entorprise and o sense ol enjovment.

Virtually all our Togs this vear bave shown all these qualifies, Two
cruises ol the West Couast of Scofland stund oul—12. M. Willbourne's
critise 11 Pavelreanr (published as “ Six Degrees West 7y and Mike
Sevmour's vovage in frefiance (to be published in the New Year). Tn
most years cither of these logs would have been an almost certain
winner. Yetb both these fine seamen wouold, T think. agree that The
Stzanne Trophye (presented by Robert Twocker) must go this year to
the brothers Ray and Alan Smuith, for thetr remarkable voyvage from
Christchurch 1o Gibraltar in Reine Pedangne, Thetrs is a quite exira-
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ordinary performance. with Just abouf everylhing that makes once
proud o share membership of the SOIA : guts, determination, hard-
learned sea wisdom. and always consideration for their boat and for
cach other. The Suzansne Troply goes to them nol only wilh our
singceresl congralufations, bul as a mark of respect lor what they have
dong for the Association and, in their way, for England. e Sithonette
Crwrer Trapfiy requires 4 cridse in which a wonman takes parl, as
WKipper, mate or crew, Again, assessment 15 nol easy. Qur old friends
Douglas and Tune Witkie, previous winners of ithe frophy, have sent
us an account of a splendid cruise in Draco from New York to Boston
but alas, this was in August 1967, and our rules reguire cruises in

the current year. Our Commodore’s cruse with his wile i Poncette
was an excellent small vovape, planned and carrled out admirably.
Mr. and Mrs, Snclls croise on Eastern rivers [rom Eanith to King's
l.ynn was unusoal Tor a sailing boat i these days, enterprising, and
charmingly recounted -another potential prizewinner. In the end, we
vame o the conclusion that Dr. and Mrs, Ringrose’s Swedish cruise
in Songfy qust has the cdge on thar compeiitars, and Fhe Sithonette
Owner Tropfiv poes 1o them, with regret that we have not several more
irophtes o awurd., The Open Craiving Trophiv 1s offered by the SOl1A
[or o crwise i any sort of boat other than a Silthouctie : 1t reflects our
interest in satling generally, and our esteemt for sailors who stay with
us an changing to bigger (somctimes smaller) boats. 1t seems 1o us
peculiarly iiting that the Open Trophy this vear should go to a Group
Cruise, it which ofher boals take parl with Silhoucttes. But the problem
of deciding between the Tees Bay Group’s cruise on the North-Easi
Coast and the Conmiston Group’s crulse to the Isle of Man has proved
imsoiuble, Boih were superbly organised and sailed, with coastgoards
notilied and every proper precaution taken. So we award the trophy
jointly to these two Groups. Replicas will be presented 1o both of them,
and we suggest that cach holds the trophy itself for six inenths. To
recapiiutale the awards:

Suzanne Trophy. Ray and Alan Smilh,

Sithouctfe Owaer Trophy, Dr. and Mrs. Ringrose.

Open Cruising frophv, Tees Bay Group and Coniston Group

jointly.
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A new Flag Officer

"*'l“'HH National Committee of the SOIA atl its meeting on Novem-

ber 30 unanimously elected Mrs. Paddy Smith, widow of the
Association™s splendid friend George Smith, as Reur-Commodore of
the SOLA. The Committee felt that this was 4 well-deserved tribute to
Paddy herself for all that she has done Tor the Associatien. as well as
an honour to her lule husband.

Secretary’s notes

]')]5{'3USS]N(3 celestial navigation with someene who knows more

about ithe subject than most, the question came up as to why
navigalors do not take a chronometer reading when the sun is on the
horizon: I fail 1o sec wihy a series of tables could not be worked oul
for a position line when the sun bisects the horizen and 4 given time,
Or is Lhere a simple answer to prove that 1 know nothing about the
subject?

$ + -

Twao mombers of the Association have notilied us that they intend
to emigraie to the Southern hemisphere. John Griffith, of Poole, 1s
shortly to be married and 1o set sall for Wew Zealand, and David
Seale. of Stanford-in-the-Vale, Is taking his wile and young family to
Australia. One does not have to think hird to find reasons that would
moelivate such moves. but these pages are not the right place to air
them. So et 11 be sufficiend to wish them Bor Fovape, and every success

in {heir new homelands.
e * *

An inflilable rubber dinghy had been badly holed In onge of the
forward panels. The owner was informed by telephone that the Tactory
o longer carrled out repeirs, but that 1t had appointed agents in all
parts of the couniry 10 carry oul any form of service. To one of these
appointed agents thoe dinghy was sent, with the request either 1o repar
or renew the torn pancl. The apenls exceeded their instructions, and
[itted three extra palches in other compartments. two in the flooring,
rencwed the hifeline holders, and put on two new name labels as well
as new nylon braid. For all this they charge some £8: nol an exorbitant
houre Tor these days. bul when it was inereased by an extra £4 4s. tor
4 survey fee. il is guite another story. Surely no one can justily four
guineas (o inspect an eight foot rubber boat-—or can they. 1L proves
that i will pay 0 ask for an estimate before placing an order with
appointed agents.

* * *

[1 has now been officially confirmued that the Plymouth Rally for
1969, will be the weck begimning August 16, This 1s the same as last
vear, and probably the week thal smits most peopie. Please make a
note of the dale and book yvour holidav early, to make sure that you
don’t miss this highlight of the yvear. R.AG.
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From the Commodore

VERY Happy New Ycedr and prosperous voyvaging in 1969 to all

members, 10's not always easy in the depths of winter to become
cnthusiastic aboul the igh seas: they arc often 4 trifle too high! Bul
1Us amazing how the Boat Show brings on the annual alack of nautical
fever. We hope that this year will again see the reanion of many old
friends there, and at the AGM and Party. This 5 the time of year
when ambitions plans are made (which reminds me --1 must get thosce
charls corrected. I'm sure evervbody else has donc theirs!') On all
sides one hears of people giving up thaeir evenings 10 navigation classey,
which is a marvellows thing, and helps to keep the proud record lor
safety which the Silhouette has. ‘This is an Association which 1s indeed
lucky in the quality of its mcmbership, Best wishes to you all for
1909, Uwril Cruscott,

Coniston group

{ ARCLUDING the normal weekly activities of the Conmston Sailing
Club in which the group members are active participants, the
twiy main events of the season were the Isle of Man Cruise (which was
reporled in the Sept. /Oct. fournady and & 7" SCHA Weekend 7 im August,
which we intend holding annually.

The programmie {or the weekend began at 1200 hours on Saturday.
August 24 with a hight hearted tender race Tor Two-man crews, around
4 short vourse near the clubhouse, The weather was fine with a fresh
NLE. wind blowing down the lake, and this was fortunately to last
mosl of the weekend. Evervone seemed to enjoy the fun {(those on shorg
nossikly more sod and, luckily, the lake water was quile warm aller
the excellent summer we had at Comiston this year. This latter point
was much appreciated by all, but especially by [an and Peter (Midnighn)
who sank gracefully (o the bottom us they approached the shore
paddling to the last.

The first cruiser race began at 1535 and the condittons were 1deal
for racimg, 'Fhe race involved salling one leg on cach [ap under main
alone. im order to make the satling more inleresting for ihe crews. The
result was a win for Shiralee {4 Miastress), Wovebreaker (Hurley 200
sccond, and third Farka I (S0 Incidentaily, any readers wanting
the perfect Foday afternoon punch Tine on leaving the office, should
Like nofe of Ken Stulev’s {owner of Shirafery reply on bemg asked
what he was doing thut weckend--" P going wp to Coniston again 1o
ey Mistresy!

Followmng the race, eight boats sasled down the lake to anchor at
the beautiful bay at the very south of Coniston, The cyvening was spenf
@4t the Farmers® Arms nearby.

The Sunday race was held at 1435 (keen eved readers will note the
carelul bming of the races), with the wind losing strength, and now
full of holes, producing situations where boats were completely be-
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calmed with other boals sailing past oniy 10 vards away. This situation
is typical of racing at Conistan, and often gives boats at the rear of the
fleel the opportunity to slip paslt. The results of the race were tn doubt
right to the gun, but linally the hirst three were Shiralee. Hallus and
Boumre [Signet).

The Coniston Group Stthouette Trophy was awarded 1o the lead-
ing heinsman who was 4 member of the SOLA. The popular winner
was Bill LLocke in his new boat (i Signet). which was only launched on
the Saturday morning of the first race.

For 1969 we have already reached agreement on the broad cuthnes
of the Isle of Man Cruise, and | am delighted (o report that eight boats
(possibly 1 are delfimitely making the trip. We would, of course. be
pleased to welcome any member of the SOIA who wished to join us,
Briclly the programme f{conditions permitting) s that all excepl two
ol the boats, which are going carhier, will be launching a1t Ravenglass
on Saturday. May 24, and Sunday. May 25, will be spent sadling locaily.
The intended departure s Monday at 07.00 hours, desthimation Ramsey.
Some hoals are staving Tor two weeks, byt the rest of ihe fleet wallk
relurn in company on Friday, May 300 or Suturday, Moy 310 Inci-
dentally, boals are not resiricted o Stlthooettes, Other baats goimng
mclude o Haleyon. Signel, Hurley 220 Ballermna and two or three
[.ysanders.

o R
Tees Bav Group

I\T the beginning of this scason. there were |1 Silhoueites swiling
1Y from the port of Harctlepooi: nine from the "Tees Sailing Club and
bwor Trom the Hoartepool Yiacht Club, the latter beimg principally
nrerested, on the cruiser side. i the moch larger classes. Enght poinls
races were held doring the scason, and these resulled inoa procssion
of wins Tor Chris Lowery in Cirey, w home-butle boal. When she was
Liunched, o brighl racing Tuiare Tor her was predicted and this has
been wmply Tolfilled. Scecond i the seres was Go R Stephens 1o
Calvpao, the third boat being Bluwe Gomel BT Swarbrick, Becvafucio,
Arthur Kirkman, looks a very likely ship. and should be well up n
Lhe results next year.

Much wd lib satling in company has tuken place during the scason,
but the highlight was undoubledly the sununer bank hohday week s
cruise 1o Whithy and Scarhorough. This was much empoyed, both [rom
o sailing and social poinl of view. Qur thanks are particularly due to
the Whithy and Scarborough Yacht Clubs FYor their hospitality, Some
of us attempled to make the trip to Whithy during the Spring Holiday
weekend, but were beaten by the weather. Some ol the larger beats
trom lartlepool did manage 1o make the trip, but o wuas arduous
and wvery wel

A meeting has already been held 1o discuss next years programnwe
when the Whithy /Scarborough  trip wuas  enthusiastically  voted
“ Musi.” The Roval Northumberland Yacht Club are {o revive i long-
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slanding event next scason  Holy Island week. This appears to have
feen a weck ol hard sailing and junketting since before the 1914/18
war. but it fell into abeyance in 1939 and has not been revived until
now. 1L would be possible for Sithouettes and others 1o be towed there
by road and launched into a safe anchorage. This is to be considered
by the Group. The possibilitics ol cruising on the west coasl of Scot-
land s t¢ be considered. and alse a trip to the Plymouth Raily. On
the racing side. there will be len points races on the programme, in-
cluding races lTor RNILIL and KGY pennants.—Ihick Swarbrick.

Scarborough Group

TOUR Silhouetics, Preradactyf, Perfect Lady, Bohtail and Carousel
and a Midshipman Apfirodite have sailed regularly from Scar-
horough this year. There has been an unusual amount of wind from
the Cast ihis vear. and on the few occasions when the wind did go
round Lo the West it was squally and thundery. On one of these
vecasions when a strong wind squall was aceompanied by lorrential
rain the Silhouetle Ferkea, under full sail, was reported to be planing
fike a4 racing dinghy.

Three Silhouwcttes enlered for the SYC Wills Trophy Long Dislance
Race (35 miles. Scarborough-Whitby-Filey-Scarborough} on Tune L5,
The race started with a strong N wind and choppy sca and Prerodactvl,
singlehanded, retired svon aller the starl. As Perfect Lady and Babtail
progressed North, the wind strength gradually fell, and by the time
they woere approaching the Whithy Buoy it had become so light that
they could make no headway against the flood tde, so they also retired.

Bobtail hus been g regular visitor 1o Whithy and Bridlington this
veuin. Walter Woodhead tn Behtad! and Jean and Brian Smith in Perfect
Lered v sailed tagether to Bridiington on Avgust Bank Holiday Saturday.
Perfect Fadyv returned to Scarborough next day, and, helped by a strong
SE wind and ebb tide, made the journey of over 20 miles in just over
four hours with three people on board. Bebfail returned the lollowing
day when the wind was even stronger wilth only the jily sef.

The Tees Group Silhoucttes sailed down to Scarborough the same
weekend, but unlorivnately did not arrive until after most of the
Scarburough Gwners hud gone home. However they siayed o few days,
including vne sleepless night when the fog caome down and the foghorn
on th lighthouse, oniy 20 vards from their berths, kept up its usual
" | blast ev. man”!

The inal SYC race of the scason, Fhe Nine Gallon Pursuit Race,
was salled (n very varnabie conditions, As the smaller boats neared the
Cayton Bayv buoy a large black clood which had appeared from the
NW opened up, and for half an hour visibilily was reduced to halt a
mile by very heavy rain and a strong wind. This was [ollowed by very
light winds and sunshine as the fecl tried to beai back against the
foul tide, helore the rain and wind retarned again. Perfect Lady was
the only Siihouette 1o complete the course.
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[cebergs in the Channel
By H. R. Lee

ar

\. L muade our departure {rom Fort d'Quest {(Cherbourg) at 10015 on
Tuly 25, bound lor Dartmaouth, On board Vega, my Vivacity,
were myscll and a friend. We had crossed the Channel some days previ-
ousty for a short holday tn France, and were now homeward bound.
The wind was NE Force 2-3, decreasing. the sca was calm and the
sun shone brightly., As we cleared the port we sighted the cross Channel
stleamer Duchesse de Narmandie heading tor Cherbourg on a day trip
[rom Torguay. By 1215 we were becalmed and we were to see no more
of the wind until thal might. Atter a lewsurely lunch the inboard engine
was sturted, throttled back to cconomical cruising speed, and we
resumed the vovage. Steadily we ploughed across a flat calm sea, with
never @ breath of wind, The forecast at 14.00 gave the wind at NE 3/4
for the Portland !/ Plymouth area bul we saw nothing of it. By now
visibility had deteriorated, which meant Keeping a very sharp look out
as we crossed the shipping lane north of the Casquets. From the time
taken by the big ships to appear and disappear we estimated visibility
to be approximately 2 miles. The oversize radar reflector hoisted Nifteen
feet np the twin backstays was a comflort, though only ong large tanker
came close enough to cause us any anxiety. Since he was approaching
from vur starboard he obviously expected us to give way. which we did,
making a larse and unmistakeable alleration in course once the hand
bearing compass conlimmed that we were on o collision course.

By 20,15 we had covered 42 mules and the fog records. © Duchiesse
de Narmandie e sight heading Tor Torgquay.” The day trippers hadi
come from Torguay, had their live hours ashore and were now on the
way hamz whilz we were sull chugging slowly along almost the same
course. What a difference 20 knots cruising speed makes!

An hour later | was stretched out on the quarter berth dly reading
a paperback when my crew stuck his head i the hatchway, " Here”
he said.  What do you make of this then? 7 1 chimbed into the cockpit
ang looked abead. About a mile away and shghtly o port was an
icchere. | oclosed my eyes and opencd them agmn, it was stll ihere,
low down on the water, definticly an eeberg, | reached Tor the binoe-
ubars: magnificd. it was even more definitely an ceherg. We had bought
4 fow hattles of wine in the super-market af Cherbourg which had been
consumed during the dav, but even so . . . % B looks ke an weeberpg ™
said slowly, " That's what [ think, foo, and we can’'l both be sceing
things."” Intrigued. we altecred course to close this strange object. and
towas not untl we were within a hundred vards or so that it became
apparcenl just whal it was  an erection of 50 gallon oil droms and
ttmber. covered with a gigantie sheet of white polvthene. 'The whole
thing was gquite 20 yards long and aboul 10 geross, and it really [ooked
for all the world like ice gently heaving in the oily swell. [ read the
log and worked out our /R position and as an extra check took an
RO fix. They agreed within tolerable limits <o 1 marked the position

on the chart. An object like this could prove u considerable hazard
aeven to a large ship. [ should hate to think of that polythene wound
round the screws of even quite a fatr sized vessel.

Satisfied as to our cyvesight and sanity we slipped the engine into
gear and resumed our course [or Dartmouth. Shortly after this the wind
came, lirst & few catspaws, which gradually built up into a nice sleady
Force 4 from the Euast which blew us home nicely to the Dart, By 02015
wo could see the lighthouse at Berry Head and the triple flash ol the
Start light and a fix confirmed that we were on course. By (620 we
were tied up to the Customs Buoy in Dartmouth awalting clearance.
At D700 the Customs Otficer came aboard and when the formalities
were over T mentioned our " iceberg.” The Customs Officer wanted to
know just where we had seen it, once he was convineed we were
serious. Wa showed him the position, * Ah ™ he said, ™ now T come fo
think of it we did have a report of some filming going on in the
Channel.” The greal wceberg mystery was sobved,

Cvgnet Takes a Beating
By M. Macdonald Spencer

wOME vears ago [ desernibed one of Cyguef’'s modest passages up
h. and down the Channel Coast. Cyvgrer 18 a4 cutler-rigged
Stthowoette T, based during the summer months m the owey River
at (rolant. On that occasion my wile and 1 enjoyed a cruise which
could hardly be called dramatic, though it had 1ts share of siapstick
camedy!

The following ycuar included 2 single-handed passage of guite
another colour and {rom the winter fircside yvou might like to follow
me over g course which produced some surprises for me. And. without
vidue modesty, may 1 add that after a4 good muany yvears al sca 1n all
kinds of vessels, [ don’t surprise castly. 1f you have chart No, 442,
Livzard Poimt ta Start Point, gy it out and stand by with your charl-
Lible tovis: then you can sce whether your reckoning agrees with mine.
as | Kept it at the time. You may have kept your copy of the Nautical
Admanac, or Keed’s Almanac, for 1966, in which case you can check a
couple ol sights | shall give vou laler. This passage eventually went so
much oftshore that my sextant came in handly, although not absolutely
essential.

[.et mc cut the beginning of the passage and start the piot at 0540
an the morning of July 31, Start Point bearing 01 deg. by hand-bearing
compass, distanl 1 mile. All bearings and courses are from the rough
log, so are magnetic. And as that 1s the only log [ attempt to keep in
Cygret, you musin't expect detatls of sea temperaturcs or such-like
frivolitics: even for wind direction and strength we'll have Lo rely on
my memory !

From this point [ Look my departure for Falmouth, set course
226 deg. to make an offing and streamed the log. | needed an offing
o avold the tidal streams in this part of the worid, which are not very
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strong, exeepl round headlands, but strong enough 1o matter 100 tiny
boat like a Silhouctte. 'Fhen again, | wanled to put aside the tempta-
tton Lo nip nto Fowey if I got fed up with the passiage. You will
sather that 1 was determined to niake Falmouth, bBlow high, blow Jow,
and just how high 1t blew and how low T got vou will presently learn.

S50 Lir as 1 recail, the wind was NE by E, about Force 2 or 3 and
with the genoa set we bowled along well. 1 picked up the 06.45 Shipping
[Forecast bat | remember nothing in it to put me ofi. Al musi have
heen pretly peacelul, because at 0745 1 woke up to realise thal [ had
held my course rather longer than was necessary to make the olling |
mentioned. At that time Start Point bore G340 dep, Prawle Pomt Q08
deg., with the log reading 4.8 mules. | wuas disuppomted at the slow
progress but mildly surprised that al such o snil's pace the log seemed
b agree with my hix. However, thal dido’t delude me inio trusting the
log any more than as a gunde for distance run in small vessels,

A hole in the wind left us making very slow way. bt gave mic a
moment tooamuse myseld with the Praverse Tables, which told me that
the course for Falmouth, 1o give o good clear of 8t Anthony’s Head
and allow o degree or two 1o oliset coastal indraught., shouatd he
2760 dee., distance (o run gboul 50 miles. When the wind came back
I few mnuies, we sel ol hopeially, Cvesef and 1,

The wind now shifted 1o E by N oand steadied Foree 3, so 1 owas
able o boom ogt the genoa and run wing-and-wing, This s one ol the
poinds ol sahng on which 1 can sometmes persuade Cyener 1o sleer
hersell, using sheets led to the Gller, various hiis of shock cord and the
ko, Today we were fucky, and Tor the next couple of hours € verer
fooked after ersell while 1 fidied np an deck and had o catnap belos,
heeping a wary eve on the dell-tale compass o the cabin, however.

AU 125 1 shoved myv head oul of the hadch Tor o look round and.
hehold, fine on the starboard bow was the Eddystone Tight just over
the horeon, bearing 293 dess A bearing of Bolt Tl ol 030 dep oave
a0 position which almaost agreed with the Tog, now reading 14020 bul
strgested  that my eshiole ol an omdreaueht into Bighory Bay ol
beon o DiHtle pessinnstic. However, | held oo 1o 0 course o 2706 deg,
and The mormmge passed pleasantly enouch, Bot, as 1 histened to the
13.3% Shupping Forecast, the wind began 1o oveer and 19l behr, uniil
by 11300 0t was SEL about Foree 2, sull steady, This reguired seme sail
trimming and put oo stop o self-steermge, of course. At that time the
Eddvstone bore 016 deg, log reading 2600 mules, and by transferring
i bearing of 308 which § had taken on o at 1230, log then reading 2000
miles, I ogot o running lix, OF course 3 running Ax depends on an
accurale estemide of the course and distance run Detween beurings, bul
this one scemed rood cnough because a vertical sextant angle on the
hght, which is 133 Teet high, read O dez 22 min, And e evidence
seemed to show that the Joo was doing i1s stulT, despite the sl pace
wnd the Lhikcelihood of its under-registering.

Bt | had more to worry about than a fog's mishehaving. | cannol
[or the life of me remember the details of the Shipping orecast for
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Tuly 3, 1966, but there must have been something odd about 1t. 1 have
a hazy recollection of i predicted windshift to S.W., rising 1o Force 5
or 0, then veering 1o W. Mention ot a gale 1 just cannot remember. but
P clearly recall thinking thal whal [ had heard suggested that we nueght
be in for one of those small depressions Lthat sometimes whizz up the
Channel it summer. and are so small 1s to be missed by the forecasters.
It 1 was right, lite could become difficult in a few hours. and even 1
lhe wind didn’t reach gale Torce. we could be let in for a long beal (o
reach Falmouth, We might even be compelled to lie-to for a few hours.

[ decided thatl | had not more than two hours in which to make
up my nund whether 1o press on, or to make for Plymouth or Fowey.
I vou read my previous yarn, vou will know why Looe didn't come
into the reckonming. So 1 held on until 1630, when the log read 30.8 miles,
bul suspecting the wind would shift to 5 and increase, T laid ofl u
course 207 deg. b did this so that | should eventually make Falmouth
cntrance, or even the Hellord River, well to windward, and not find
myself too close or even to leeward of S0 Anthony’s Head in the dark.
Obviowsly, | should make harbour late at night, and [ wanted 1o play
sale, indeed any seaman would have done the same in the circinme-
stanges,

By 1800 the wind had indeed shifted (o S, and although in my
vicity il had Callen 1o Force 1 or 2, there was a most cxlrzmrdinurif
sight 1o the north. The sky over the Cornish coust was obscured by
soltd cumulus, and T had the impression that nearer inshore it was
Maowing a greal deal harder than it was with me. How right T was,
only 1o discover later- -und how tragic were the resylis,

When T should have been listening to the 17.57 Shipping Forecast
[ had been gelting ready for the night  rousing up the jib (o replace
the genoa, seeing the steamer-scarer lght was handy, and so lorih,
And this omission was neiriv my undoing, Morgover. it was inexcus-
abie. for there was plenty of daylight tiime lelt to do all that without
missing that all-important broadeast.

As Ine cvening wore on the cloud cover came over me, and by
20000 the wind had veered 1o 8§ by W and wus blowing Force 4 pretty
steadily. [ had long ago handed the genoa and sent up the jib in its
place: thal was quite an exercise, because by now there was a [fair
swell running up trom the SW. Fortunately, this brought us onto
another point of sailing on which Cyeret can sail hersell sometimes.
So the evening passed well enough, and 1 had time to wonder what on
carth. was going on inshore from the meteorological point of view,
because [ sull had the odd Tecling thut there was something peculiar
i the weather. We bowled along at a smartl pace, and T had every hope
of reaching Falmouth an hour or two after midnight. Tn fact I had
cstimated that with the expected veer of wind to SW. which | was
certain there would be, we might make the remainder of the passage
ot i broad reach and, as this is Cygrer's best point of sailing, at quite
1 respectable gallop. Just as well, T thought, because it would mean
that we should get under the Tee of the Lizard by the time the wind
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really piped up and 1 owas certain that betore 1t bicw less 1t wus
going o blow a great deal more.

Arotmg 20,00 u splatter of rain had come down and by 20,25, when
I thought | recogniscd the Dodiman, bearing about 330 deg, the coasl
wis largely o rain-obscured blur. However, Lhe bearing agreed well
cnough wilth my reckoning, and with my last sight of 1he Eddystone at
1830, when it had borne 073 deg. Soon after, the wind piped up W
about Force 3, still S by W so 1 furled the jib in its Wykcham-Martin
‘urling gear, and thinking of the night to come. | hauvled down a reel
in the muainsail  in Cvenel, we reel In the old-fashioned way with reef-
points in the main and staysal. Even so. Cygres tan on beaubifully n
what had become guite @ sizable sea for a Silhouette. Bul an hour
juter my forebodings about wind shifts leapl into the reilm of reality
much sconer than 1 had expected.

At ahout 21.00 the wind strengthened and veered, until by 2130 1
wius SW. a full Foree 6. It wias now obvious that my only nusculeula-
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Sonth-East. flon. See. Stan Maorgan, |9 Philhbrick Crescent
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Solent. Haon, Sec. J. R, Caulder, Sellafield, Orchard
Lane, Hermitape, Emswori

Sonth-West. o, See. A, Kennedv, 539 The Knoll, Marsh
Miils, Plymouth.

Exe Group Hon. Sec. L. Pithers, 16 Belvedere Road,
Exntouih.

Poole, flon. See. E. R. W. May, 2 The Circle, Muor-
down, Bournemouth, Harts.

Bristol Channel, fon, See. J. T. Daniel. Badgers, Buoackwell
Common, Backwell, Bristof.
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Wyre and Flon, Sec. Miss f. Wrighe, 22 Arfingron Avenie,
Morecame Bay. fuck pool.
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. Street, Penrith
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Scarborongzh, Flos. See. Stephen Lushivgion, 3 Hetton Road,

Leeds B, Yorkshive,

tion had been (o underestimate the speed ut which the depression was
wravelling up Channel. By now I'd Laken the sccond and final reel in
the mainsail. and the single reel [ have in the staysail {which, inci-
dentally, works on a boom. and s sell-tendimg on lucking). Against
the wind now blowing and breaking sea we were making hiltle real
progress, and | was sure we were in Tor a wild night, with nol the
slighiest chance of making almouth until the weither moderated.

[ decided that 0 1 made anything towards the land; of, as |
cxpected, I had (o heave-to; and if the wind kept up Tor many hours,
| might lind mivsell embayed on the wrong side of St Anthony's Head.
To be on o fee shore at night in a0 Stlhouette when one s hikely to be
preily exhausted did not appeal n the least, so aller two attempls |
casl Cyenet onfo the starbourd tack, heading about 190 deg.

By now il was raining steadily, and quite dark, but the scas were
long. although they were breaking joyously. Just keeping the sails full,
Cverct swooped acrass them cheerfully and | luiled a Tittle from time
tor time to keep waler ouwt of the boat. T recalled vividly an ncident
when [owas a very junior watchkeeper at the height of an Arctic gale.
in what 1 thought at the time was a very small ship indeed to be n
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those waters. As P oreheved a overy gnarled old officer RNR who had
spent his ifetime tn distant-water trawlers, he sad to me, " Don't
waorry, son. she's dodgin’ along nicely on this course.”™ Then as he went
down the ladder he added as an aflerthought, * You'll be alnight, it's
cased W Foree 10 sin” 1 came on walch, Goodneet, lad.”

|.ulf as 1 ought, clouds of spray flung over me, and in the more
vicious moments heavy water thumped against the ply dodgers rigged
against the guardrails abreast the cockpil. But nothing worth more
than a few strokes ol the pump came aboard untd about 22,15, when
| heard rather than saw a really bad sea cliose at haad. This hit Cyvegner
a5 Lhough she’d rammed the wall; indecd, for a moment T thought we
hraedd hit something solid. Over my right shoulder a positive wall of
water climbed right mto the bunt of the nuansail, 1 lelt Cygaet roll
an Lo her porl stde and, as she went, 1 instinctively threw off the sheets.
Aflter what seemed minutes 1 felt her come vpright, gallons of water
fell out of the sall onto my head, and as she climbed the next sen the
siatls flogped like gunshots.

| could feel the cockpit Tull (o the locker tops or more, and 1 had
4 hornd moment unttl 1T recalled Pd shipped the wash boards and
clipped down the hatches some time after I'd gone about. Quickly |
hird-sheeted the siay sail, cleated the Gller-ling with a litile weather
helnt, and left the maansal (o look after atsell. In Cvener Pve found
that this will keep her steady, just off the wind while 1 follow the old
ritual of, * When in danger or in donhe, pet ver fuey amd mateltey ond”
But my, how the mainsal did flog thut night!

O~ course, there was no guestion of Tags and maiches—"" s
huekets eoved il U7 was the pipe. And barl 1 did- -like a4 madman't
[t seemed hours belore 1 had the water below the floorboards, but it
can only have been twenly or thirty minules at the most, [ooking
back. I'm amazed that whiie 1 rowsted ool the buckel, lrom the flooded
stern locker, and while 1 baled with Increasing weariness, we took no
more water on board  [rechoard aft must have been practicaliy nil
all that hime.

Stnding once more on dry land, as it were, T hastened 1o gel down
the muainsail and lash 1t boom and all. to the high horse on which the
mainsheet runs helween the after guardratls. Then [ pumped out the
biges dand paosed for breath, All this ttime, Cygaer kept calmly luffing
up on the crests and sailing off im the troughs, although by now the
wind was a good Force 7. W. by 8 The tiny reefed staysail rarely
flogeed beocause, T suppose, ity boom prevented it from collapsing, and
115 sheet, which acls as a horse, would not let the clew risce,

For a moment the ramn eased. and T did then take the opportunity
tor light & cigarette, with my head inside the hatch winch 1’d shd back
lor the purpose. That made me think of the cabin bilges. Taking out
the top wash bourd—mine are divided—I shone the torch down inlo
the cabin. I was sarprised and relieved Lo see it dry. 1 reached down
and lifted a cabin floorboard —miraculous, a completely dry bilge.
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As 1 extricated my head (rom the hatceh, 1 thought | saw some-
thing else miuraculous happen a spark from my cigarctte fly up to
windward. Then [ saw for an instant a smal] red light on the starboard
bow, but like a spark from 4 ¢igarelle, 1t was gone in a second. There
ILowias again —sull o the same bearing. A sailing vessel, Like mine,
dipping her lights in the troughs? And agan it appcared, once more on
the saunc bearing, but now much brighter, closer and having right of
way, whatever it was! At the rush [ unlashed the tller and borc away.
Then 1 grabbed the big torch, flashed it in the  other ships 7 direction,
Nl ly directed 1t up my white stayvsatl, No response : but, to my rchef,
the bearing of the red light, when next | saw 11, bad drawn rapidly
abcam. Was 1t another ship? You chaps with charl No. 442 on lhe
table shonld be able (o give the probable answer  bul 1o & good seaman
il could only have been probable, not certain!

Did [ hear an irreverent voice at the back. shoul. ¥ What abouot
verser Navigation lights? 7 When 1 directed my steamer-scarer light on
the ™ other vessel,” (b had s green shade on! T belteve this 15 by {ar
the best way to go about the business, and it is according 10 the book.
This kind of hight has a far greater range than the wsual hixed navi-
gation lights one can B small vessels, 1its appearance seems fur more
hikely (o attract attention than a dim, fixed light. and it has 2 good many
uther uses,

Hlaving run oIl to avoid o possible collision, we were on a course
ol aboul 140 deg., satling at o fair old pace? To say that siecring was
diflicilt would be the understatement of the year, and 1wy estimle of
the course was of the wildest. 80 was the weather, and at about 22.45
[ could see thal we were runming Tar tow fust tor salety. To broach-lo
in those conditions might see us rotled right over, So down came the
reefed stavsadl, deaving Cveres in the mude, as 10 were, Sounds simple.
doesn™ 1t 7 N deserr centine e siavsar! 7P In fact, f took me all of
twenly minutes —owl very damp ones they were! Tirst 1 broughi
Cvenet iinlo the wind, now blowing due W, o good Torce 8. | cased the
staivsatl sheet and this ome Lished the helm dowre. As she fell away
from the wind | scrambled op forward, remembering to unclip the
salety harness and re-clip it to a shroud as | passed over the couch-
rool. T odrw o verll over what happened on the Toredeck bot T was
greatly helped by the shock-cord stretched across it. under which
flogging sails can be murzzled. Eventually the sail was gasketied to s
sheel  there could be no question of opeming the forehalch o pass
salls below n thal weather.

Back in the cockpit [ leli a good deal happier but very, very monst.
and T sal for a while watching how Creener behaved. As | had expected,
she lay about nine or ten points ofil the wind, bobbing up and down
cheerfully, until o breaking sea bt her. Then she scemed to move
hodily @ few Teet 1o leeward. Bui | also noticed that from fime (o Lime
she Bell off to leeward in the gosts and sailed ofl Tor minutes at a time
on the old course of t40 deg., with the log spinning quite respeclably
fast. AL Gest | saw no harm in this bul around miednight T heard, rather
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than saw, a breaking sca over the starboard gquarter und the next
moment we were on our beam-ends once more.

This time, however, lhittle water came o the cockpit, and [ had
1L cleared i a few minutes. [ came to the conclusion that the only way
(o stoep these hydro-acrobatics was to prevent Cyveners sailing, and so
causing overtaking cresls (0 break so heavily., This phenomenon s
familtar cnough it bigger vessels, but [ never thought 1o sce it happen
wilh such 4 small one. The answer scemed to fie in sireaming some
kind ol a sca-anchor or drogue but T had no such article on board. In
fact 1 never considered shipping one {nor would 1 now).

When T had taken in the siaysail [ had alse fetched down the jib,
which, you may recall. had been neaily Turled in its furling gear. This
| hadd done 1o rednee windage alofl and 1 had brought the sausage-like
furfed jib into the cockpit, pushing it o a locker 1o keep it from
under my feet. T now roosted 1t out, lashed 1fs tack to one end of the
boat-hook and its clew to the other. [ts head T weighted with niy small
kedge anchor, carclully shackled on. I then got out of the locker an
S-fathom length of 117 nylon Tine, securing one end of it to each end
of the boat-hook stave. as a brdle. T carelully middicd the bridle and
at that poimnt made fast one end of my 20-fathom 17 Terylene kedge-
wiarp. 1 hove tn the log-line, stowed it, and streamed my improvised
drogue (rom Lthe starboard quarier, sccuring its end to the horse-
stunchion, which 15 the strongest-lfasiened thing down afte. The warp
paved out a surpristng speed, for al the moment Oveser was In one
ol her sprinting mooads! (1o be eoutinaed).

From Paddy Smith

(' N behalt of myself and my son, may | be allowed through the
=7 dasirng! to thank (riends in the SOTA from all parts ol the country
for their kimmdness and consideration during the latter parl of my
husband’s tllness. The constant correspondence trom those too far away
o visit, along with the untiring visiting ol Triends who were able,
made his dast few weceks as happy as possible, and strengthened me
[or a task thal was overwhelmingly sad. The members of the Associa-
tion were his (riends and their enpoyvment and well being were his first
coneern, To him afl men were equal: he wanted them to feel as though
they befonged beocause to befong was a good thing, Te quote Thomas
Hardy, ™ He was a good man and did good things.
Thank vou. - Paddy Smith.

The [0th of each month

WILL Group Secrelaries, contributors and advertisers please remem-

ber that copy for publication in the next month's forreal must
be in the hands of the Editor by the 10th of cach month! The Journal
15 the best means of making sure that all members are kept informed
of Jorthcoming events and Group activities, but it has to be prepared,
printed and posted. So piease allow time for this by keeping {o the
[Oth of the month,
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Letters to England
By Ray Smith

REINE PEDALUQUE, LISBON
QOctobar 10,
Wf’i satled out of 5. Martinho do Porto ot 10015 on October 5. Again no
wind: we scem (o have motored most of the way ever since leaving
Corunna. To cut the cost we decided to run the Scagull on a paraffin-oil mix-
lure, T works giote well, but yvou have (o siarl up oo petrol. So, with our fuel
containers full of paraffin we set off. The Seapull made no complaini abouot
the change in her diel. The amazing thing s that on two stroke Tuel in calm
condiions we were gedting about 11 miles 1o the galloo: o simalar conditions,
nsing parathn we pet about 18 mopoe. But before you rush out and buy some
paraflin 1 muost warn vou that i is against the low in Britain, What the law is

in Poringal 1 don’t know, and we preferred 1o remain ignorant,

We motored pently along in beautiful sunshine with trolling lines from
Lhe stern. Pwo mackeral were caught., which we had for our tea., We soon
passed o betwezen Beriecnga Isle and Cabo Caroverro and abtter live hours
wie wore autside Peniche harbour, Before we entered the paraffin was pumped
out of the Scagull tank and replaced with peoronl, Whenever reliability and
siow running s necded, we use Lhe proper Tuel,

Penche s a busy Lshing port: we ve noever seen s many boals an one
ltarbour. 11 was here that we met a Portuguese felfow by the name of Carlos.
e come alongside i los big open bowat that be osed Tor fisliog, He worked
at the German Emthassy in Lishan, and could speak German, French and just
a hiile Fnehish, Aiter we bad showed himoanside our Befne Pedeaigue we went
¢l 1o his boul, Ha poimced (o s cngime and sand, " Crias-onl.” We pointed 1o
the Scagull and said., " Petroleo & (paralfing He looked at us an disbehet,
thoen roared with LBiaghter, " Petroleo crazy ™ Woe quuckly assured haim that.,
“Petroleo not crazy. Petroleo plenty damn pood cconomics! 7

O aext hop to Lisbon was too Tar 1o be done in davlight. so we hod
10 ntke an atl-might i, On Oclober 7 the wind was strong from the south
1 ey s bt arownd tea-tiome o mecderated and veored west. A 1940 we haoled
o our anchor and motored our of Peniche, 1 owas a beautiful night, a foll
moon sand porfect visitahily, The Tight wind soon disappeared aliogether, and
a1 amadn our authoard was 1o dooal! the work. Al throuweh thoe might it ran
wWilh no rouble. Chore ong-gallon parallin contamer was cmpticd. Then the
vihin of th: pices, a two-pallon cootainer was Lifted Trome the locker, This
conlainer wis an old plastic jerry can that we had once used for waler, o
the nside lund become conted with o dark green deposil, Before setting oul
an the vovage | had tried several meihods of cleaning i1, bl without avail,
Realising that we were becoming more and more retiant on our outboard. we
decided to mercase our cuange, bot o beel contamer was something we just
could nol abtain anywhere, 50 we used the red waler caonitainer. Though the
green deposit was oaling around o the Foel, with pAral il save no trouble.
Paralfin was o dilterent story.

At 0530 the Seacull stappad. The plug was cloaned, the carburettor taken
apard, angd at 5 08 1l started again. Av 07300 abreast of Cabo Roca il once
mary splutlered 1o o hale, Aler o ot of corstong and tinkering, at last we ook
vut the paraflin and replenished with petreil. It zave us no more ronble,

With 42 miles on the lop and Cascais ofl 1he port beam, the wind returncd.
Narls wery howsled and helped by a flood ode we sailed right to the vacht basin
i Losban. 1 ohas taken s oine weeks to reach Tasban, o total af 936 miles.

We thought of leaving the Befre Pedotgue here Por the swanter, but they
wore asking £24 Tor Tour months, OQur L530 allowance wouldn’t stand ., s0 we
decided o go on 1o Gibraltar, We thouchr our rodder would hold out, If the
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worst happened, we could still steer with the outboard under power,

Anglo-Portugnese  relations in the yacht basin scem [ fear, rather
strzined. There were several workmen who lounged aboard the local gin
palaces polishing the chrome fittings all day, whe were not fniecnudly to
visiting vachtsmen. A British yacht came in and dropped anchor in the middle
o the basin and tied a warp to o mooring chamn of a resident yacht, from
his stern, A worker on the resident vacht goi exciled aboui this, and indicated
that ke should move i, Bul where could he tie up (0? No one would tell him,
They weren't anxious to help, gquite the reverse. The yachtsman dug his heels
in and refused to move. The workman then unticd his warps angd threw thom
olfl.

Another British yacht came i the day after. We warned him of the
situation but he was delermined nol o be pushed around. When harrassed
by 1he workers, he shouted o a loud threadening voice, British yachlsmen
and workers bombarded one another with hoshile stares, botl the workers didn't
mnlerfere with his moarcing warps, and the situation quictened down,

The only other non-Portugeese yachts we met there wore lwo (rermuins,
who ot on with the workers oll right. 1 don’t know if the hostile treatment
ix reserved Tor the Briush., There's more 1o it than meets the eve, and il
certainly needs laoking inlo,

LISBON T0 PORTIMAOD

Crer stay i Lishon lasted only hve days, Although there was much 1o
e, wier prefer the small villages 1o the hig cily,

While in Lisban we became very fniendly with Rembard and Brgmite
Bendin in ihe Goerman vachl owe were tied alongside. On oour first night in
Eashon, [owas whasked up river by the Liarbour Police 1o go throegh all the
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Formalitics. After about 23 hours 1 was retorned to the vacht basin,

[ cxpecled Alain 1o have everylnng oreansed on board. with a nice stew
hubbling wway happily on the stove, WNot a bit of i1; he'd been aboard the
Cierman yachi, helping Reinbard to ger rid of some beandy and schnapps.
I conldn™ da g thing with him: he kept muotiering something about Reinhard
having some paint stripper in s wine locker, T didn’t belieye o word ol 11,

On owr last might in Daishon Remmbard anvited us aboard for a nweal andd
a few drinks, He has o marvellous sense of humouor, and we had some hilarious
montenls, He gove os o lorge colled sea-shell which o Portogoese {ishermamn
had wiven hane the dex being 1o blow in ane end and produce a naise Tike a
Fop horn, To the delight of Reinhard. Alan could get a very loud noise out
ol 1l Fyery blow was Tollowed by coars ol Laaphter.

Nexlt morming we sad poadbye (o oor German friends and as we lefi the
harbour Alan gave a few toots of Goewell on the sca-shell, Reinhard nearly
fell overboard laughing.

We outbhoarded down the river Tagos and turmed south towards Cabo
Fspichel. We hadn't zone Lo whoen o great wall of Toe, rolled in from 1he west,
We hopod we could round Cabo Lspichel before the fog caught us: bt no
such Tuck: vimibality was very b amd ALin went helow to get Cabo Espichel
radio beacon on our D16

In the fog we had to hind our way into Sesimbia, some wo miles cast of
Cabo Fspuchel, [ osospected  Alan was enjovimg this battle of  wits, 'We
manocuvercd round Gll Cabo Espichel was due north, intending 1o contimue
due cast, 1l the appropriade mileage was run and then to tarn doue north,
imila Sesoubra bay until we picked oy the Ave fathoms line on our depilh
hinder. Turning wesi fellowme that depth would bring us right mto the
harbour,

After passing south ol Cubo Fspiche! the Tog saddenly cleared—Alan
wis disappoimted. But the fop scemed lo twe hilling Cabo Espichel itsclf,

and being pushed south, To (he west, south and as far cast as we could see,
was a preat wall of fog, while we were spiling alopg in beautifal sunshine,
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and even picked up a reasonable wand. Aferwards, wo boih agreed that we
aought o have followed our fog tactics through regardless, but we didn't,
Although we did keep a look out Tor the hive fathom line as we approached
the harbouor, we were nside belfore we picked it up.

For three days we were fog-hound in Sesimbra. Al times it was so bad
we couldn™ even see land, Afer three davs we sel our for Sines. Visibility
was still poor. butl not poor enongh to pot us in danger of bemg Tun down
bw tishing boats. The run was uneventful, the outboard was used all the way.
Al Sines Vaseo de Gama’s birth place can be scen, and we intended 1o pay il
a wisit, But there was no harbour. 11 was very exposed, so wilhout going
ashore, wo pressed on for Midfontes, Vhis is up g small river with o bar
deross. Pwice we moved in, only 1o have o veer off away from breakers.
Al o third attempt we passed through and up river.

O enterimg MdlTontes the first (hinge thal caugli o atiention was a
stanll castie. The day afler owr arrival a2 voung Portugoese lad was showing
s round the castle, when we met the owner, Tle was a man called Don T.oisa,
and @ descondam of the Portuguese Royal Famaly, we were told laler. He
was very nlerested in our voyage, Later he and some Fnghsh guestis staying
at the castle, come down to have o look ot Keine Pediaoegoue. When they lelt
Don Toasa sad, " We'! expeoel vouo Tor dinner tonight.”™ And so al 20.00)
sharp. we wilked across the drawbridge and rang ithe bell, A maid showed
s i, anmed we dined ofi silver plates.

The following day woe were o leave, sooin the morning, we went Lo say
poodbye, We stgned our names and addeess, und the name of our yacht in
Lthe visitors” book, alonp with those of such celebritics as. Sic Lawrence and
Ludy CHivier, Sir Brion Horrocks and Chil Richacd Thow’s thatl for nwme
dropping! |,

Al 1400 houars we outhoarded down river, over the bar and outl 1o sea.
The journey o Sagres wits over 50 nules, so o owe Diad 1o sald overoighi, Onee
again there wus oo wind, so our precions fuel cans, were again being empticd,
[ven o paraffip-odl mix 15 costeng us about 37- a gallon.

The day passed uneventfully, As darknoess fell we approached St Vineent.
The shepping becime very dense, sooa witchlul cyve was necded. Twicw during
Che might we wore visited by dolphioe, What o Tumtashic sighe they are. in the
divck. beavine ercal trails ol phosphorescence behind them! They zig-zageed
under our o yvacht, bor only on oo few occastons swhen they sorfooed very close
could we aclually see the dolphios. Bul we could see overy torn, every change
of direction, by their rocket-hke wake, A school of abouot 513 or seven came
shootmg up from behind s, ke o RAE ol fTiglaer acrobatic leam with
sroke trails. As they drew abreast of oor port beam they spraved out in aldl
dhirections, somae erossime under us, some veoring sowny. olhers clhiargong aheadd
snorting s They surlaced. Ouwur oeyes, illed with wonder. must have glowed
as brieht as the phosphorescenc,

What o wondorfal crentwre the dolphim s, T could neser resist anyihing
witlh o sense of humour, and, thas the dolphin certaindy has, 1o Porile do
Leixoes ane lonely dolphin hag made the harbowr and vacht bosin as play-
arovnd. One day we saw him surface a few times in the same spot. So Alan
woent over in oour dinghy and started to hie the water swath an o oar, 'Lhe dolphin
knew somcone wanted To play . and acled ascecordingly . releasing great babbles
o wns uncder the dinphy

Wilh freqguent use ol {he hondbearing compass on S5 Vineent and Sagres
beht, we rounded 50 Viocent, A 0600 T went below Lo orest. T owas woken
dal 0745 by Alan, We were entering Sagras bay,

mirres 15 where Prince Hlenry the Novigaior scd 1o plan all those carly
Portugsiese vovaees of discovery, The poct is sl there, and we hoped 1o lake
d lpok at it wefore moving on. The bay s owell protected, gxeept from an
caslerly dircctione, Tad we known what was i store Por ws, we would have
carrwed on to Portimaa, but nol being blessed with clairvovance we innocently
drapped anchor,
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It owas Sunday. We could do ne shopping, so we didn’t bather 1o o
ashore. Duoring the day an easierly breeze sprang up. Though there was an
uncamiortiable swell, we dido’t worry o mwch aboul 1. By the Tollowing
morning the wind had increased. There was now an alarming swell piling up
m the bav. As a result of the violent motion, T was feeling o Litle sea-sick.

Some shermen rowed ool o thenr trawler anchored in the bay, and
climbed aboard. This in itself was a trnicky operation, both vessels bouncing
up and down, The rowing bosl owas in danger of bemnmg cought under (he
[riwlher.

The {ishermen indicated to us that they were gaing round (o Porimao 1o
shelter till the wind eascd. They then took off smashing (thoir way ol of
the hay, amidst showers ol spray,

W were very apprehensive. Porimmao was aboat 17 miles 1o the cast
and for ws Lo ger there against such scas was ampossible. We houdn’t got the
big powerful dizsel engines of the fishing boais. We very much doubted f
we could even get out of the bay., Even tf we could, 11 would be no good
running back round St Vincent., There wasn't a good harbour for G0 miles,
We'd have o run Tor the opaon sea. and nide it oot bt we weren't enthusiastic
about adlemphing oy ger oul of the hay.

We went ashore and filied our fuel cans. On share we tricd o weigh up the
sitvation, Would the weather get betler or worse? The baromerter was steady
ihe sky was clear and blue., and looked settled. But. the hishermen secking
refuge i Poriimao was 4 bad point, T0 was g ocase of which was (he more
dangerous: o atlempl (o gel oul ol the bay, or slay pul?

Back on bowrd we measured the wind speed with our ventimeier. Sier-
prisingly it wus only Force 4, bu the white crested waves, being funnctled
imto e bay and distorled, were akin 1o something moch stronger, Qur
anchor is a 15ib. plough i which we have every confidence and on the
anchor s 2000 of cluon, and 1000 ol Terviene wirp, Al this should hold,
we thoueht, although Samson posts have baen known to break,

COur main ceneerns was for the ontboard, Tt was getting a severe shaking
ot The sterne and the sectwon of the ourboard bracker, with which you can
adjust the angle of the outhoard had been broken ofl. These nvlon brackets
are ool adegoite Too these condilions, We wore undecided as as Tor a course
ol action. Then came an moeident which wade up ouor eunds.

'ach wave that came would throw us high in the air, and then would
come a sickening drop. On oone such o wave, while bemg thrown in the air. oor
dinehy, which was ticd 1o the stern rail, was jolted forward. We descended
with our ouwlboard cought i the dinghy giving a tremendous upward (hrost.
There wus a loud splintering of wood. We bolth rushed 1o Dree the dinghy.
Alan had one lee over Lthe stern rail tryving to push the dinghy down Irom
trde: the oulboard, The molion from another wave pitched [im over the
stern., He hune on 1o the rail with his Jees o the water, then quickly
serambled back. A Tuseowe Treed the dinghy, and surveyved the damage.

Twor pieces were wauped ow ol the o ril, and the stern deck was nushed
i andd sphe by the fvwheel, Not sorious. bur that decided us. We had o got
onl, The dinghy was dellated . poshed e the cockpit locker, and we pre-
parcd o leayve.

Alan tended {he outboard while | started (o haol i the anchor, There was
a teerific pull on the wsop. Td oken oo few yvards, only o have 1 ripped
aul. of my hands again. The anchor isclf had dug well in oand 1 had grem
ditliculty m pulling it owd, At lase T had it on deck, and dumped anchor, chain
and warp onto the cockpil oo aod Teln o there.

We started (0 move but every wave stoppod ws dead o oowr racks,
Steering wias oo problem, The oulboard bracket being broken allowed the
oultboard o push Tarther forward, <o when sleering to pori 10 inlerfered with
the ruclder, Also the ouwthoard steering pival had boen jolted tree. and had
to b held e position. 5o both of us lad 1o steer, Alan at the helm and ¥ owith
th: outhoard.

0

A big white-crested wave was Llaken on the bow, Dol as it passed we el
down inlo the troogh. Our stern went so deep in the water that the carburettor
ait intake went vnder, and the Seagull stopped. Fuckily it started again
quickly and again we faced the waves.

We made a little ground, then. coming down ofl another wave, the Scagull
was again stifled. Once more 1t started guickly. We were making some im-
pression on the distance, but because of the difficulty in steering we hadn't
sltaved in the cenlre of the bay as we had intended, (o0 give us more time if
anything wenl wrong. Instead, we went close to shore on the south side of
the bay. 5o, when a third tme the Seagull stopped, although we had made a
Il of ground, steep clilTs were very clese on our leeward side, This time the
Seagull was stubborn. We came up to the wind and started to drill. At last
Ihe outboard started, and we drew away from the chfts,. When for the fourth
tume the Seapull stopped, we'd made all the sca room we needed. The working
lib was quickly hanked on, and howsted, Then, thankfully, we sailed clear
and outl to sea.

Once out of the bay and oway from land the waves were nol so steep.
We hosted the main and pointed as close to the wind as possible. It was
now [4.00. We kepl on a port tack till 16.30 then tacked back towards land.
The wind gradually cased, and by 19.00 owr progress to windward was so
slow that we agam turned 1o our oviboard. An old canvas fender was tied
1¢r the outboard to hold it way from the rudder. We then sel course direct
upwind for Portimao. At 03.00 next morning we were close (o Porlimao,
Not wishing to enter 1n the dark we fay abull. The wind was new N.L. As
divwn approached we continued, entering Porlimao at 08.15,

FARQO, QOciober 30

We have decided ool o lay up Tor the winter afwere all. 1 don't think we
can really aglford the Tare home. Well arnive af Gibraltar mueh Tater than
expected, so we don’l think coming home is worlh the expense, (Speaking for
myself b onever really wanted to come home. s much nicer down here ).

We had a very close thing at Sagres. As owe had broken our oulboard
bruckel in the melee of gelting owl of Sagres, at Portimao we bought a sinip
of melal and made a repair. An inspection ol our rudder showed ihat it s
holding out well. 50 everytlung is still operational. The next siage of our
jonrney will be direct to Cadiz, some 80 miles. so we are determined (o wait
for a fair windd, Aller Cadiz we go 1o Tungiers amd s on 1o Gibrallar—
Ray Snuth,

Six Degrees West
By D. M. Wilthourne

(concluded )

SRIDAY, Fane 14, Left Bay of Martyrs at 1030 hours, and sel
= eourse 195 deg. 10 the entrance ta a passage between En Dabh and
En nam Muc. We took this course (o avoid the Torran Rocks, a foul
arca about 44 mites by 2 miles. We had 1o rely on the engine, as there
was insufficient breese. There was a considerable amount of haze all
day. We lollowed the coast of the Ross of Mull closely, picking our
wiay between Lhe rocks. The coastal scencry is beautiful in {he extreme,
but stern and wild, We decided 1o put into Carsaig Bay lor the night
as we were running short of bread, and. according to the CCC hand-
book, there was o stores: also the distance was suitable for a day's run.
Carsalg Bay is very foul, and | picked my way in belween rocks some-
times with only 6 inches of water under the keel. only (o [ind that
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there was no stores. We pot to sea again (o head for Easdale on a
bearing ol (85 deg. Fortunately a stifish breeze sprang up, as | had
doubts about the sufficiency of fuel, and we enjoyved the finest sailing
of the whole cruise. We soon lost sight of land in the haze, but with
the sails full, and the sea slapping and hissing along the side, we tore
along like a racehorse {or a distance of about 8 miles, until looming
out of the haze we saw Lhe while coltages of Easdale, and soon {(with
the advice of the ferrymuan 1o help us) were dropping anchor in the
harbour. It was while washing up, after our evening meal, that Dougal
the ferryman hailed us and invited us to partake of the local hospitality,
an mvitation we were nol siow to accept. Over the subsequent pro-
ceedings a convenient verl can be drawn., but later with Dougal and
Larry, we saw the day depart, while the whisky bottle passed [rom
hand to band. The twilight had a rosy glow, bat whether this was
factual or not, | cannol say. "I'lis was our longest day and we covered
38 miles.

Seatrrduy, fune {53 We landed somewhat late i the morning,
shopped and re-provisioned. linally leaving on the Iast leg of our cruise
at 13.00 hours (in spite of repeated mvilations fir stay!), There was
no hreere, so with the help of the ebb we motored down the sound of
lanng, leaving Fladda light to Starboard. Soon the island of Lunga
was abcam and a htful breeze sprang up, and we switched off. No
navigalion was necessary, as the Sound is clear. We altered course 1o
160 deg. 1o bring Craignish PU to bear, and passcd between Scarba
and Luing. Arniving back at Dorus Mor, we lTorgot aboul our previous
precautions and neglecting to check the time of the flood and because
it looked so calm, we ventured across from N to 8. The sea soon
showed its disapproval of our neglect, and afmost immedialely a whirl-
pool formed, scized us in its vartex and away we shot, round and
round, complelely oul of control. But it was anly playing with us. or
perhaps Neptune was admimstrating a gentic reprimand as we were
liierally spewed out on the far side and away [rom its clutches. We
were soon back at our old moorings off Crinan, much wiser than
when we started, satiated with beaoty, awed by the might of the sea
and 1ts creaiures, and somewhat chastened In spirit-—a perfect ending
to a perfect cruise, 130 omles of pure pleasurce.

Letters to the Editor

FROM THE WESYT INDIES - My wife and T decided 1o ship our Felicily
Beofer (Noo 244) 10 the West Indies, 1o sl among The islands Tor as long as
our mzigre capiial will allow, We made o very poor starl by leaving our vachi
i a layby ahowe 100 mides Trom Liverpool. The wheel-bearing on the trailer
collapsed and damaged the hub, Although 1 allowed tme 1o change he
bearing, we had (o send to Watford for a4 hub, and by the time the tratler
was fixed, owur boat had sailed. We had the vacht shipped on the next boat,
which was two weeks later—the exira cost of Lthis little nushap was well over
100 We now have owre vacht i Dominieca, and when 1 have finished fitting
ol T hope o sail her (o St Locia. 1 hope (o wrie agoin when 1 have had a
it more smling experience oul here,—William Charles Juelier, ¢/o Barclays
Bank DCO. Roscau., Dominica, British West Indies,
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A.G.M. and Partv

\‘-:. i past years, the Assoctalion as combintng ts AG. M, with u
£ Londonr parly on the first Suturday of the Bouat Show. ‘This is on
Yanvary 4, and the place, amun as 1o past years, 15 at The National
Liberal Club, Whitchadl Place, London SW.1. This 15 very casy to
el o —just across the roud Trom Charing Cross Endergrosnd Station
floweards Weshiminster).

The AGM. will start al 330 pom, prompl, Nomimations for all
the Associaiion's clected officers are tnviled, and can be accepled at
the mecting, alifwugh, of course, they can also be submitted to the Hon.
Seeretary i advance, Will members proposing candidates Tor oflice
please make sure that the candidate 15 ready and willing (0 stand? We
lave had ong or two slightly embarrassing situations in the past when
people have been proposced for office without, in fact, knowing any-
thing wbout the proposial beforchand! This can happen with the best
will v the world, Dut 1t s not quite fair on the person proposcd.

The 1968 Commitlee reiires automatically at the AG.M, The
mcmbers are cligible Tor re-clection, and those who are willing to stand
will be annonneed et the meeting.

SMALL ADVERTISEMENTS

REATES. =02 rdrnchers soseootneniser =, 2ol oo wored ity 2y, Bl [rmedee
Blesldias 1s v weerl itk gy Tk, Blesises senel praveen ! weitly aclverfisenend

FOR SALE. Silhouctle 1T 620 Seperior model boill by Beta Marme, New
dluminium mast, Porvlene sails and 558 rieeme. Heavy duly road teadler.
Seveull Century, overall and cockpie cover, L3600 AL R. Broudway, Fair-
eld Farm, Plhe Cadsaway, Perersheld, Fonws, Tel, Peoersficld 3407,

FOR SALE. Por of transceivers, 2-chaone! for tcansnvtiing and receiving.
serambling device to chiminite newse. Fach has extewding aerml, meter
level indicator, microphone. Housed o leather cases. Uselul rescue Boat
to biidpe. bouatl to boat, ele, These have been osed Tor one week only
August 1968, Lises 8 VI batteries, or can be run off 12 volt ear baltery
Supply, As new, Cost BS ons. pair. £55 ono. W, Sheller, 12 Chace
Avenae, Potiers Bar, Tleris,

FOR SALE. 6 hope Mercury Tong shalt, special course puch prop, yard
mainigined, LR Crawley 24250,

WANTED. hbro-ghiss Sitthouelte. Particulars: Parker, 48 1lampshice Court,
Bourne Avenue. Bournemaoutl,

BOSUN'S STORES., Torvlene ties (17/6) bow tes (10/6), burgees (12760
car badge irunsfers. brooches (776), silk head scarves (3002 from Hon,
Secs 3 Crawley Road. Bush Hill Park, Enheld, Middx, or Mres. E. Morean,
swatchways, 19 Phillwick Crescent Liast, Ravleigh, Fasex, Back numbers ol
the Journal (on lound feom Tddie Coxell, 40 Louis Dirive Fast, Rayleieh,
Fasex,

INSURANCE. Fdward Loamley {(Yacht Tosormes) Timited  Lumley House
437531 5t Mary Axe. London, FLCU3 oller speciud facilities 1o members
of 1the SO1A for all Torms of muarime insuranee. Peiats from Hlon,
Treasuter.
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