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Ships & Chickens

‘\ OST of us are so Togged by endless ceonomic crises that it is hard

to know whether we are now ina period of walting for our ships
come home, or of bemg smothered by chickens coming home to roost.
The proverbs may nol matler much: the fucts of the siluation do. And
these are ugly enough. 'Lhe recent change in postal rtates has added
heavily (o the costs of distributing this Journaf, and the Government's
latest additions 1o the cost of cverything are going to make next year a
struggle for most of ws. 'The wind, thank God, is still free, and the
possessar of a boat, even if he has o kecp on gelling out his needies
ard palm (o palch his sails, can embark {or freedom by the simple act
of casting oIt his mooring. Even il freedom is butl an afternoon, the
refreshment ol spirit that comes with letting sails draw and lisiening to
the ripple of waler from the hull as the bout galhers way is simply
priceless, subject to no inflation, demanding nothing but the skill and
are in seamanship thal are part of the refreshment, Let us countl our
blessings. We may have to make do with Jast vear's clothes, and
whisky may soon be only a memory. But while a boat can float she
confers on skipper and crew an cenchantment thal makes the whole
wu_rl::i new again. In those dark hours when you cannot sleep for
domg mental arithmetic about ends that never mcel, one sometimes
waonders whether money spent onoa boul can passibly be justified. In
a4 real sense, the return on mvestment in a boad iy |t-ru|_1=ab!'~,='ria:h¢:r thatn
Fram anything clse in the world. _
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From the Comimodore

(' NCE again, it seems with alarming speed, Chrislimas 1s upon us.

Jean and 1 would like to fake the opportunity to wish vou all a
very happy Christmas and a wonderful 1969, On all stdes one hears
ahout the shocking weather of the 1968 scason but, in spite of this, we
seem 1o have been afloat even more Lhan ever.

[ hope as many as possible have made @ note of the date of the
AGM and Party in January and that we shall meet there: s o very
warming experience to meet such w host of friends, and Lo think that
we re all there because of our little ships. Every year one makes new
(ricnds through the Association. so why not let one of your Christinas
toasts be - The Association  long may it flourish.”  Cynl Guscott.

Secretary’s notes

RS, NORTHWAY'S Jetter in [ast month's foweraal should act as a
LY warning o all. and a reminder that precaulions against fire should
be uppermost in the minds of all who sail small boats, be they wood or
olass. Bt would be greatly appreciated il some member who has had
the necessary experience could do an article on fire extinguishers.
Rosetfe has an ordinary pump lype extinguisher, which T believe 15
manulaclured by the Pyrene Company, such is sold for hitting In the cab
of a lorry or similar vehicle. as well as one of the numerous aerosol
(ypes which are displaved on the counter of most yachl chandlers.
Every yveur during faying-up | remove this tin can container and press
the knob to see the results: never vel have 1 scen enough powder
enierge to cover the proverbial sixpence, let alone put out more than
an hall spent mateh, So 1 am convineed that my yearly investment on
these things is quite wasted. 1 am also convinced that there are many of
us who would like to knew  and from someonc who has knowledge
ruther than from someone who has something to sell.
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The National Committee mel sgain during November to finahse ali

the arrangements for the Annual General Meeting, which will be held
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as usuial on the lirst Saturday ol the Boat Show ot Earl™s Courl: that is
January 4, The mecting will take place at the Nattonal Liberal Ciub,
Whilehail Place. SWI starting al 3.30 p.m., giving people zood tme (o
mspect all the new crafr and gadgets at the Show, and 1o cuteh the
Underground io Charing Cross Station -—just a0 stone’s throw {rom the
Clubh-=ta gel o the mecting.

E * ik

FEvery olfice wilh the exceptuon ol the Flag Oicers s automaticilly
vacdled at this Annoal General Meeting, and 1t 15 up to one and all to
make sure that suitable persons are nomimated m good time for election
ar re-clection 1o these posts. Your seerctary would be huppy o recerve
any number of names, from Gronps or individoals, well in advange,
and please remember that healthy competiion will ensure the con-
Linued success of our Association. which s among the best of 1ts kind
in the world,

* e ¥

COur get-together party will tollow the mecting, when snacks will
e available Tar all, This party will, of course. be quite free to all mem-
hers, their ladies, and children of school age, bout Tor sheer cconomic
reasons, we have 1o make a4 charge for adult guests.

- z &

The Snuth Brothers are thrilling us all with the account of their
adventures m saithing Refne Pedanegre round o the Mediterranean. They
mntended to leave thetr boat at Gibraltar to return to England for the
winler and to contimue their eruise 1o the Spring. but this plan has now
been changed. They are carryimg stratght on, so we won't have the
pledsure of their company al 1 he National Liberal Club this time. Teery
Bickford. our member exiled to the ™ Rock.” has becn warned of thetr
coming, and they in turn have been provided with s address. so we all
hope that by now they have et and are benclitting (rom the help,
cxperience, and hospitality we are sure thal Terry wiil extend. Surely
there must be few organisations i the world which can bring two
adventurous young men from the Midlands, and a school leacher rom
the West couniry {ogether al Gibraltar with so firm 4 common bood
as 4 Suhonette?

o * 4

The Duke of Cornwall Hotel at Plvmouth presented the Associa-
ton with a handsome trophy for aonuai competition last year, which has
since been one of the awards at the Plymouth Rally. The winner of this
cup. wok the (rouble to write to the hotel to thank them for their gift,
which he had had the good lfortune to win, The Managing Director
replied, ™ How refreshing i1t 15 to receive a leiter of this nature in these
days when so much s taken lor granted.” Needless to say. the South
Wost Gronp had already expressed their appreciation Tor the gift, but il
15 stnall courtesies of this kind that make life so much more worthwhile,
Thank you, Mr. Pybus. (or yvour consideradion.

%* * *
Like many other members I have been surprised. especially as uan

dq

oflici] reparter was present, lo see not one word about our Plymouth
Week inoany of the vachting pertodicals. One gels the impression whert
reading dny of these pubhications. that the editor is hard pressed Tor
nterial to hll the pages, and he usually fulls buck on articles as to how
te Loy the haont up for the winter. or paant it in the spring., according fo
the season. articles which have been repeated in slightly  dilferent
disguise since the birth of such speciahsed journalism. Perhaps the
ollicial unswer would be that the Olympics ook up 100 much spuce.
Bul people who read vachting journals arc still Interested in events at
home.

May | tuke this apportunty 1o wish you all on behall of the ollicers
af the Association o very happy Christmas — and save the greetings
for the New Year nntl we meet at The National Liberal Club on
Fanuary 3 ROALG,

The Log of Poucette
By Cyril Guscort

"ITHIS is the story of whal, [ suppose, is 4 lypical Sithouctie cruise.

We expenienced the full range: nol enough wind, too much wind:
clear visthality, lTog: coastal passuges, creek crawling; wise declsions,
stupicdity,

Awgost 2 Friday. Crew, Cynl and Tean Guscoll, A gentle run just
around the corner [rom Brixham to Dartmouth, We dropped anchor
where we olten do, just ot Bavard's Castle a little below Dartmouth.
We buoyed the anchor as we always do where the bollom is an
unknown quantity. A passing man i oa boal sald. " You'll lie there.
[he boal on thal mooring is away anyway.” In the middle of the night
it came back. Jean told me later that they were very upset at finding
us there, at least she thought they were upset from the language they
used. They were all for coming aboard and having it out with us, much
w Jlean's alarm, but were dissuaded by the name, Poucette. ‘These
French!t Tean was practising a few phrises to reinforee this idea should
it become necessary, U didn’t wake up until. in the calm of the early
nwrning. at about hall past wo we gently bumped. Some work wilh
the chain producing no very real results. we had o consultation and
decided o stari the next leg rightl away, especlally us the lide was just
right. We arc always [ull of good inlentions to " get up and catch the
e ™ but they don't always come oll. We picked our way out of
Dartmouth at about a gquarter 1o four, found o pleasant brecze which
afowed us ta Jay Start Point winking away in Lhe distance, got on to
the west-gomg fide and we were away.

A cup of coflec was produced and Jean volunteered 1o sail while
[ had i nap. 1 could never resist an offer like that and, apart from an
occasional look out to see the dawn come up, the next thing T knew
wias that we were around Start Point and going great guns. We
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exchanged roles und the morning wore on. As the sun grow stronger
the brecze dicd away and past Bolt Tal we bad slowed down 1o sun-
rathing specd. From Bolt Tl o the Mew Stane oll the Yeubm dlwiays
segins 1o lake hours, and today we lazed along enjoying the sun e
became ciear that we were nol comng to reach Cawsand unul after
closing tme, anc so o proved. We went ashore (o the Boatel oud were
hospitably welcomed by Mrs, Caley, Dick had gone off simling around
the Fdidystone, she sid, (o see bow his new bouat would do agaimst the
athers. who were racing, Ion the evemng we wenl ashore gman o
sample the hospitality oiiered by these friends of the Association.

Augusi A Sy Forecast 06400 Nt NE 3 or 4, Rain al times.
Maoderale to good.

The west-roing tide starts al 00,300 We start at 08,30, Still we got
good bit of i, By 09.45% we were olf Rame Head and seiting up 280 deg,
on the compass. No osign of Gribbin Head, We Kept goimg for a hitile
while, then the small amount of wind there had dicd and the motor
wis starled. The coast abeam was visible, enough anvway o pick oul
prominent features. 1 do ke fo know where T am o get fixes when-
cver possible, and Uy nrarvelious when you can use such mames as
Downderry., Portwrinkle, Polperro and looe Island. The wind now
sprang up o little from the south (so much tor the north casterlies !}
and the motor was stopped. Gribbin Head with its red and while
bunded daymark appeuared ahead. and we found ourselves at aboul
1330 by the Udder Rock buoy, Another hour put us ofl the entrance
to Fowey where we dropped anchor just above Polraan opposite Fowey,

Angrest 5, Monday. Forecast 06,400 NID 3 increasing to 4 later in-
creasing o 50 Some showers, perhaps with thunder. Moderate, some

fog patches.

This we received with mixed techngs, However, ofl agant, this tine
bound for Helford. By 0840 we were by the Cannis Rock buoy,
motaring, with the faintest ol breeses from the NE. course 224 deg.
The wind refused to come up to strength forecast for il and we
molored on, plotting our hxes through the mist. By 10,00 Dadmin
*oint was visible ahead. and we were shiding through o hot haze. A
couple of rounds of colfee having been drunk, it oceurred to us whal
4 splendid opportunity it was (o have a jolly good scrub down: sun-
shitne, calm sea. nobody Tor miles. Nothing was in sight us far as ihe
eve could reach. As s the way with these things, in the nuddle of this
operation, fishing boats approached us from all poinlts of the compuss.
and even a speed boul tore up. We tried 1o Like evasive action but
was delermined to come as close (o us as possible. Having passed the
Dodman, we altered course 1o 254 deg. and, since the slight movement
ol air i would be an overstatement to cull 10 a breese - was now from
the east. we canfinued to bang away with the motor. By 11.30 we werc
level with Gull Rock and very soon afterwards 8t Anthony Head
caime mto view. This is (he corner around which Falmonth lies, and a
chinge of course o 248 deg, was made w bring the enfrance te Helford
River on the bow. Slight breezes sprong up and we tried o sail, bul
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cvonbuidly we had to motor indo the niver. Gomg into Helford River is
lor us one of those mugieal things. Hs mouth jsn't cluttered up with
conerele promenmdes and amusement arcades. s like makimg 4 dis-
vovery ol i brioud new river. Today, however, il locked like Piccadilly
Circus, There were cralt of all sorts everywhere, and Jean gol guite led
up with my carrying on about how guiet and peacetul it oughi (o be
By 1400 we were at anchorin Helford Creek, high watler being at abount
15,30, and rowing ashore, We discovered thal il was Helford Regatta
[y, Alse that the shops had been cleaned out, and we could pet no
bread or anything else much, and what's more. nobody seemed to
nnd ! We asked if thore were any shops al Port Navas across the river.
| hey <hidnt know. they said. but there nught be. ‘They hadn’t heard
aof ope. There nght be one al Helford Passage (also across the river,
s ubviously somebody had been overdh they thought, We wenl away
and motored up Port Navas Creck to where the petrol pumps stand
beside the water, The young man there, having satisfied our needs lor
petrol, told us there was a shop a little way up the road. We left
Fapeette ted up o his quay and walked up to nd it. The shop was
obviously new, and the lady inside also tairly new (o the job and
charning. Port Navas hiadn't had a shop Tor twenly five vears, she fold
us, and she had been open for ten weeks, We were able 1o get all the
things we wanted, excepl a rubber which [ had forgotten to bring to
clean olf the chart. When we got back 1o the boat we told the voung
man how niee [0 was o have such a2 warm welcome, He told ws the
iy was his mother, This must have paad ol because he siid we could
e up astern of his Launch oul in the river to save all the bother of
anchoring. We spent Tuesday and Wednesday in Helford River, bul it
would need o long time to exhaust the possibilities of such a place. We
went right up to Gweek. that is as [ar as it 1s possible to go. | bought
a pictnre posicard Lo send 1o o fnend, but the man at the post office
wus guite curt when | asked it 1 nught borrow a4 pen to write on it.
There 15 obviously some local law agonst it and he made 1t sound
almost immoral, [ forgot to ask him for a rubber. We cxplored
I'renchman™ Creck on ihe way buck down the river. picking our way
throargh the mare of stakes marking the iimits of the oyster beds. We
went dashore again at Helford and wundered around the lovely little
village which the twentieth century has nearly passed by.

Awrgeest 8 Thursday, Torecast 06.40: NE 3 or 4, increasing to
S oor 60 Mamly fair. Moderale with fog patches.

To o o 5 Mawes or not”? We wenl out of the niver 1o have a
fook. [t was one of those days with crystal clear awr and it looked us if
we couhld reach oul and rouch St Anthony Flead with the boat hook.
It was blowing guite well and right on the nose, bul we deaided {o go
on. Voery soon it because clear thal we were going 1o take a lot longer
thun we thought, The sea got up and the wind mcreased o hittle, so we
thought that, since we had got so lar. we would motor-sail. What we
should have donge was 1o pul back mmto Hellord and wail [or things to
gquictien down. Bui there was onr goal, so near. We never learn! During
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the performance of bouncing about and getting very wet and cold o
had tempered wave curled around the stern ol Poncese, tlted motor
Sl going dike an cgg whisk., pushed (he Campan dinghy which we
were slupidly towing under i, and ailowed the motor o come down
and straight throogh it Disentanghng o semi-infated dinghy from an
oulbogrd motor, eelting the waler oul of i, getting at abourd und
deflating the rest in such conditions, needs no deseription. A sort ol
madiess settled on s and we pressed gonmly one Eventually we came
into calmer water and less wind and, as we came nto St Mawes
anyone about might have been forgiven for wondering what all the
[uss was aboul. [L was quiet, calm, dry. sunny, and warm. It had taken
us four houars 1o do the six or seven miles. The man at the watertronlt
mirige wos Kindness itself and said he would do whal he could to
pittch up the dinghy but that he wasn’t very hopelul. He pullchud 1l
with Jarge pieces of imner tube but, cven alter | had put it under
pressure all night by sleeping on it the dirst time we tred to blow 1t
ap the patches lifed. Lying close at hand was another Silhouette and
we naturally made contact. [t turned out to be Greg Booth, who hives
only u lew Tmites from us, but whom we had not met before, He very
kindly ferried us ashore and back e his dinghy, and later departed on
his w'n}-' to Helford, Russeil Lee in his Vivacity was also in SU Mawes
and he told us that the wind on his ventimeter had been Force 6 when
we came across ! One of the nice things abhoul the Assoctation 1s thad
one meets Miends everywhere, Fridav wus regutta day in St Mawes
anmnd we Lized abonl walching.

Apeerest 10, Satorday . Forecast 06,400 NE 3, Scattercd thundery
showers. Moderate, but Tog patches in the south.

The euast-poing lde started al about 0400 ind we got awiy soon
after 07.30, boynd for Plymoath, After rounding 5t Anthony Head we
sel course for the Dadman, once again invisible in the distance. 'The
furecast north-easterly again failed to appear and we had a gentle blow
from the south cast. After passing the Dodman, we s¢t 4 new course
for Rame 1lead and for a while we pladded along out ol sight ot
cverything., Then over the port quarter we suddenly caught sight ol
Gribhin 1lead and realised that we had been sel in o couple of nules
from our planted course. For a while the visibility Improved and we
were able ta pet the fixes we wanted. Rame Head loomed up. but one
lases (he sense of seale somchow and. although it scemed as i we were
almost there. it ook hours to get up to it Just off Penlee Point we
came upan woman in a Mirror dinghy rowing lowards Plymouth. When-
ever we come into Plymouth we always seem 1o find somebody who

wants a tow, so we tastened him on behind to the great detrinent ot

our speed. He said he was going up the ‘Tumar: we dido't dare ask !1im
how {ar. and we ¢ast him off by Drake™ [sland. We motored on into
Phacnix Wharl and arranged a mwooring olf Queen Anne’s Battery
which we picked up almost exactly ten hours after leaving St Mawes.
We had o taste of everyihing and a very happy cruise. covenng about

H

>0 ngles, Woe motored o good dead more than we would have wished.,
bol we vistted  and revisited  some delightal spots -which s whal
cruisine 15 ahout, after all

lees Bay Summer Cruise, 1968
By Dick Swarbrick

lﬂ(}H some veurs. mentbers of the Tees Bay Group have made enjoy-

able but short eruses w pords (o the north and south ol Flartlepool,
therr headyguarters, Last vear. alter a successtul Sumimer cruise to
Whitby, the idea crvstallised of having o Tull week's cruising away from
the hoame porl. There wis much enthusiosm for the scheme, and
sumtmer Bank Holiday was chosen as being generally acceptable, The
broad plan was (o go south 1o Whiltby, Scarborough. and Bridlington,
and o have g pienic at Runswick Bay, il condilions were suitable.

On  Friday evemmng, August 30, the crews of several hoats
assembled in the “lees Saling Club’s headquarters at Huartlepool to
ciiable thent to discuss the prospects, and to sleep abouard, so thuat an
carly start could be made the Tellowing morning: this would give the
best of the flood Gde southwards, 'Lhe shipping forecast at 06.40 hours
rave Tyne 3-7 soulh west, Flumber ditto 3-4. This would be 4 fand
breeze, nnd would give a4 lee from the high land on the Yorkshire
coasl. As we should be sailing from the Tyne to the Hummber region.
we considered this Torecust reasonably satislfaclory,

The tollowimg bouats lelt Harticpool at O8.05 houry Hill Bilfy
(Beliweityy Bernard and Mavis Martin plus two children; Curvy (ST
Chris and Shirley Lowery und yvoung Arthur: Bfue Goose (SHY Dick
swarbrick and Sam Lucas: Lady Joewn (SED Len Chaplin and son Geol-
irey and Ene Reed: Beccafroio (81D Arthur Kirkman and son Bruce:
Desredy Boy (SIH Maurice Archer sailing solo. Before leaving, this
information was ‘phoned (0 the Coasiguard.

Because of the wind strength and the U'yne forecast, Bfue (Goose
had 1] rolls in the mam, with the idea of seeing how the trip developed.
The Aeet satled oul to the lLongscar Buoy., and then set course lor
Whithy, 130 deg.. distance 23 miles. After the first hour, the Tees
Barrway had been safely crossed, and at 0934, the wind (alling lighl,
the recf was shaken out, By 1325 Saltscar buoy was abeam. and. wilh
a freshening wind: Blie Goose was suihing well, Having passed Redcliff,
also known as Boulby CTll, which s impressive with its red face rising
same 670 Tt we soon had the picturesque village of Staithes open ol
Cowbar Nah, Staithes 1s one of the delightlu] villages which nestle in
great clefis m the ¢liils of the North Yorkshire coast, and s visible
only from the sea in cortain directions, Tt is much loved by artists, with
s red rooled collages higeledy piggledy on the clill side, and 11s stream
which flows into the hiltle harbour enclosed by two piers. Tt is o place
o be visiled by sea only in very setlled wealher, and with. if possible,
somie ocial knowledge,

L




Hereabouts, the wimd inereased considerably, and the sca became
quite choppy. Four rolls were put 0 the main at 12200 and we were
again sailing comfortably, and apparently just as fast as with the ull
main. An houor liter, the wind had cased somewh:t, and two rolis were
shaken out. By this time, we had Runswick Bay village on our beam.
T'his 15 another gquaint vidlage which sprawls steeply down a precipitous
clil to o beautiful sandy bay, much loved by holiday makers. The
Runswick Bay Yacht Club have their headquarters al the south end of
the bay, und make visitors welcome. In southerly, round (0 north
weslerly winds it is possible 1o anchor safely in the bay, and somelimes
o Jund cusily on the beach from dinghies.

Kettfe Ness was duly passed, and we had the conspicuous and
magnificent ruins of Whitby Abbey in sight and the little neat village
of Sandsend abeam. The wind had now fallen light, and again we were
using the full mainsail. We approached the entrance to Whilby Harbour
at 14.20 when there was a violent squall, so we turned into the wind (o
avoid it, and took the opportuntly ta pop the engine into the cockpit
well, and to lower the main, We then motored nto the harbour al
1445 where the six boats ted up alongside a fishing boat moorad al
the quay. We then had a nice compact fieet of boats lying three and
three.

Bine Goose's clapsed time Tor the trip, measured al 24.6 miles,
was 64 hours, giving an overall speed of 3.8 knots. [U may be of interest
(o note the speeds and the effects of wind and tide. as estimated roughly
from log times and transits,

Fitvier Betveen 1ransifs fhistenee (nles) Specd (knots)
Hre Mins.
{) () 3.3 395
0} 30 2 3.6
1 J1y 37 3.2 d)
() 45 3.6 3.8 h
] O 34 1.4
() 35 2.4 4.1
I () FiF 3.7 )
{) 55 1.6 .75

% wind Talhing hght here.
£ wind (reshened, and ade helplol,
o) owind falling, and benelicial tude aboul done,

Having paid our respects (and harbour dues) to the Harbour
Masier. and = made our pumber 7 (o the coastguard. we settled down
to enjoy Whitby, where there is much of interest, both around the
hurbour and in the town. The Whithy Yacht Club members proved
good hosts, and their hospitality was much appreciated. In the evening,
they held an auction of things nautrcal-boat geur, charts. ind ofd photo-
gruphs of nautical interest: some of our members had the [un of
bidding for {and somclimes managing} 1o gel burgains which were
aflered.
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On Sumday, Seplember b, Becoaficrer returned to Hartlepool, She
bad the owstoriune Lo break her mast while preparing to leave Hartle-
pool on the Friday cveming, and had borrowed a mast and boom, both
ol which turncd out to be a bit too long. Her sail 1o Whithy had been
a simple reach on the starbonrd tack, but, with the Sunday’s south-
custerly wind, the trip back pronused 10 be a dead run and could be
trick v, with the posstbility of having lo change tacks ftom 1ime (o time.
S0, by using the muimn withoul a boom (the latter would have Touled
the twin backstays) Arthur had g good and safe sail back to Hartlepool,
although he tells me he had an anxious nmoment or bwo while sailing
past Sultscur Rocks ofl Redear.

The remainder ol the fHeet hud intended 1o have o piene 2t Runs-
wick Bay, bul it was judged that landing would be difficult as the sea
seemed (0 be getiing up: so this proposal was abandoned. However,
while we were having a 7 jar 7 in the Whitby Yacht Club at lunchtime,
we were invited to goin them 1o a fishing competiiion, They were
oltering o tankard for the biggest fish caught that afternoon within a
prescribed time and arca. Four ol us sel out 1o fish from Lady Joan
(Skipper Len Chaplin}, and Maurice and Iick had good bags of
cordling, They were pipped at the post for the prize by Mrs. Robinson,
wife of 4 W.Y.C. commiitec member, During this competition., the
wind came away Treshly rom the south-cast, and it was very choppy.
St we all managed 10 Keep our lunches in the night plhices!

Belore we wenl lishing, Maurice had taken his ship up the river
10 Whitewell Shipyard as he had to return 10 work on the Monday, so
this left a fleet of four.

During the carly hours of Monday mornig. there was much excite-
ment! Up harbour from us, & trawler goi adrnft from the bows, and
swung down towards our boats, which were now lving two by iwo,
There was much dashing about In natty pyjamas, and {dare 1 mention
1ty very fetching nighties. but we managed 10 keep the trawlers clear,
and she got a tow 1o a berth further down the quay. We hadn’t been
settfed down long, when another trawler below us swung oul Lo sea,
and we again torned out. The trawler oid In fact touch Ledv foan's
odtboard which was still in position on her transom. Fortunately, no
great damage was done, other thun a broken nylon retaining clip.

We then decided that we had had enough of trawlers for one trip,
and fortunately we were able to move further up the harbour along-
side u private molor boal, which was unlikely 1o be moved 1n the near
future. This turned auet (o be moch more comfloriable.

On Sunday evening at 23.45, the weather man said southerly winds
squally, moderate to fresh for eastern coasts. Agamn, at 0640 on
Monday morning. the shipping forccast said lTor the Tvne scouth to
south-casl 4-6, and Humber 3-6. with thunder showers—could be
Force 7 al hirst. Bfge Goose’s barometer also showed a fall of 0015
inches during the night, so it scemed that with strong headwinds pre-
dicted. we should have a long and unconmifortizble beal {o Scarborough.
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we therefore decided 1o stay in Whithy (where the sun was shinmg,
anywiayh We heard later that much ol the Scarborongh Yacht Club™s
resralla had been cancelled, so our decision was right.

The children enjoyed o visit W the Tun Lar (as Jdid some of the
qdultsy ships were tidied up. and what with fishing for tiddfers in the
harbour, sleeping and leeding, the day pussed pleasantly enough.

Monday's evening coastal Toreeast satd south 1o south-cast winds
(resh o strong, moderating later, and this suggested a possible start on
the morrow. The shipping forecast at 06.40 on Tuoesday morning pre-
dicted south-east winds for the T'yae, Force 4-5, decreasing (o Boree 3,
and for the Humber, south winds lalling to Foree 3.0 All this pointed to
a beat o Scarborough, but as we should get the help of the tide if we
sel out at the proper time, and with the promise of Talling winds, we
decided 1o Teave at 10300 and to have a long day's sil mm owhat we
hoped would be reasonable conditions. Bfue Goose borrowed Eric as
crese Len still having his sonowith him as far as Scarborough.

2

| Regional groups of the Sithouene Owners’ Associaoen have been
4 established in the following arcas: !

- Raonih-East. Heon, See, Stgn Morpan, 19 Philbeick Crveveemr

| Fast, Kavieigh, Pssex. |

. Blackwaler. Hion, Sec. A, V. Hudsen, la Head Steet, CGold- ||
ivingar, Mafdon, Fssey .

Solent. fon, See. I R. Caulder, Sellaficld. Qrchard |l

Lane., Hermitage, Entsworth f

| South-West, flon, See. A, Kennedy, 589 The Knedl, Marsh

? AMills. Plranonth. :

. Ext¢ Group Hew. See. I Pithers. 16 Belvedere Road,

| Fxineietfr.

' Poole, ffon, Sec. F.R.W. May, 2 The Circle, Muoor-
down, Bournemounith, Harts,

Bristol Channel. Hon See. . T2 Danief,  Badeers, Backwell
Compmton, Buckwell, Bristol,
Norilh-West. fron. See. Brinn Heaneyv, Lower Fee Schoof,
Reaconsfieli! Road, Liverpool 23
Wyre and How Sec Mivs 2. Wriche, 22 Arlington Avenne, |
Maorecame Bay. fiack poed,
Lake Districet. Hon Sec. T. K. Jones, Foxton House, Lowther
Street, Penrith
Coniston. Hom, See. Dvvid Thornton, 47 Brackenley ane,
! Loheay., Skipton, Y orks.
Y Midlands flon. Sec. . €. OQfiiham 206 {fagley Road,
Fedobasron, Birmingham,
Tees Bay. flon. Sec. R. T. Swarbrick., 21 Ruaby Rouad.
Stocktorn-on-Teex. :
Scarborough flon, See. Stephen Lushington, 3 Hetton Road. |
feeds B Yorksinre, ‘

With suils hosted, we ali started down the harbour at G40 and,
heing luzy Bfge Goose accepted g tow from Lady foan. We were cust
oll rather carly and in conseguence Tound ourselves becalmed between
the piers at the harbour entriance. so we stampeded to tig the engine
for a short time and so got clear to sca. In The excitement, we forgot

(o remove o fender, and were Jaler rather mischievously reminded ol

this, with a suggestion that the incident had been lilmed lor poslerity.
{We are stll waiting to see if this ix a cruel leg-pull).

We Tound the wind southerly as prodicted, and the best we could
do initiafly was a slow sall scawards on 60 deg. M, while the proposed
course was 140 deg. M. changing (o 170 deg. M, off Robin Hood's Bay
villapre.

After o while, the engine was started, and we motored for 40
minuies on 130 dep. M. The wind then timproved, and we finally
arled sailing apgain, We Tound we were able to do short Tegs at
G0 deg. M. and long ones al 200 deg. M. Whitby High Light was
abeam at 12.20 hours, and we were sailing towards North Cheek at the
North side of Robin Hood's Bay, & conspicuous radio mast to the
soulh being roughly in ling with it. By 12,55, the wvillage al Robin
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Hood's Bay was abeam, and we did one of our 90 deg. M jegs, This
s another delightfol and guont village which hides i clett in the
high clitfs. It has been made famous as 7 Bramblewick 7 o oo
Walmsiey's books, and i an old Jilm, © The turn of the tide.” Becausc
of the southerly wind there was a bil of a popple, on the sea. and we
were ld laler, that (in the words of her skipper) Lady fogn had been
Swanietiree ahone n the breakers in the Bay, but had managed 1o get
out without any trouble. About this tume, the sun came out in all ils
glory which cheered us np: all the boats were in sight, as was Scar-
borough Castle through a haze 10 the south, We kepl ticking lowards
Scarborough Rock. but by this time the besi of the lide was pone, so
it was 17.20 when we made i board out of North Bay, with the bathing
nonl dead astern.

Here we saw a most curimous scabrd swimnung ahead of us, It had
a black head and wings and, helieve it or not, 4 startling emerald green
ruit! We could hardly believe our cyes. When we reported this Lo 1our
fellow cruisers, they were unkind cnough (o suggest thal we were
sulfering rom the hallucinations common 1o lone sailors or that we
were drunk, or irying o pull their legs. As we sailed nearer, it looked
as though it was ¢ bow of ribben! However, we ultimately decided that
Ihe most hkely explanation was that the unfortunate bird had popped
11 head through a coloured cellophune bug. Thals our theory anyway.

We couldn™ see fady Jown or Hil Billv, so we put about on the
motor and returned on a 300 deg. M course until we sighted them
suiing happily and enjoying themselves. Nevertheless, we suggested
that as the tide was falling, and the remaining hours ol daylight were
few, it would be a pood ides to motor-sail the remaining distance. By
this time Curvy had disappeared behind Scarborough Rock and was
no doubt salely docked. We all arnived a1 about 1930 and had just
suffictent water 1o get through the Eastern entrance. By being conned
It by a very etficient harbour master, we avorded the awkward sand-
bank which spreads like a miushroom just instde the entrance. We had
in fact been warned of this by Steve [ushinpgton, the Hon. See. of
Scarborough Group of the SOLA.

We all had had a very enjovable sail, in spite of the long beat it had
entatled. Bfne Goose's elapsed time was 9 hrs. 20 mins. The direct
course 15 17 miles, bul i1 1s estimated that we had salled about 25, rom
RBine Geoose's logged courses. plotted afterwards on the chart.

I.cn's son was met by his wile and family at Scarborough, and he
departed. to leave len and Eric to sail Lady Joan for the rest of the
week, while Dick would be single-handed for the whole of the refurn
tnip. Here again we enjoyed the hospitality and the splendid facilities
of the Scarborough Yacht Club. Bt was unfortunate that we had to
delay our departure from Whitby, as we had arranged to meet Sleve
Lushington and, perhaps some of the Scarborough Group on the
previous day, We have tried several times to meet, bul the weather has
always been amuinst us.

Having Tost a day at Whitby, we decided against pressing on to
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Bridiinglon, so we spent (wo cenjoyable days 1 Scarborough, with
plenty of sunshine after dulb starts o the days. The shops were
imspected. Pcasholme Park visited, and on the Wednesday evening we
had & very cnjovable dinner party in the Scarborough Yacht Club.

The peace of Thursdiny was rudely disturbed by the loghomn
starling up at 02,50, This was immediately above our heads on the
lighthouse. and our boats really rocked because of the crews being
sturtled out of thar bunks. Just imagine the next hve or six hours;
Reeds Almanac, that Yachtsman's ible says © Diaphone T blast every
minuie.”” Indeed this blasting went on until well into the morming but
there was comic reliel when, at 09.00 one of the party luned in the
Hugue on the radio, and got, loud and clear, Deanna Durbin singing
the whole of no less a batlad 1than " Home sweet home.” Just imaging
us on the muad it was low lide --and the foghorn playing 1is obbligato
(o Lhis very telling song. Talking of mud, it was about this time thal
voung Arthur {he’s only five} spotted a sea urchin in the mud, and 1n
his attempting 1o observe it ¢closer, there were soon two urchins in the
mud! He was guickly rescued by mother and no harm was done. More
important. Chris recovercd a spectacle case plus speclacles lost over-
board by a previous occupant of our berih! These were duly handed
over to the harbour master. who no doubt has restored them to u
FCiOICE OwWner,

On Thursday cvening, during our last few minotes 1n the Scar-
borough Yacht Club, Eric and Dick had a |/- each syndicate on the
* pne-armed-bandit ' and. on the second puli, won the jackpol, a nice
linalé to our stay im Scarborough.

The weather reports during Thursday were caretully noted. and
we were pleased to hear on the 23.45 coastal forecast that [rom
Berwick-on-Tweed to 1Dover. the winds would be southerly, light to
moderate, later, fresh to strong. Bfue Goose's alarm was set for 05.00
on Friday morning, so that an early start was ensared. (a) 1o get out of
the harbour before we grounded. and (b) to get the {ull benelit of the
tide ebbing up the coasl. It was dark and cheerless at 05.00 and there
was a deep depression amoeng the crews and reluctance to lurn out
There is no doubt that the atmosphere in the small cabin of & Silhouette
at this time of day is dismal when the prospect of turning out 15 ahead.
But, aflter tea all round, some activity was achigved, and preparations
for sailing commenced. The 0640 weather lorecast said Tyne 4-5
southerly Mailing to 2 and variable; Humber south 2-4 increasing 5 later.
This was considered jolly good, and it cheered us up no end. By the
time breakfast was over, and sail was made, cveryone was in good
spirits, al 07.35, having reported our intentions te the Coasiguard
(which we did at every leg of the trip) we motored out ol Scarborough.
(owards Whitby. In view of the fleet getting scaltered when coming to
Scarborough, it was agreed before we left, that if anyone was gelling
too {ar behind, he would motor, to catch up again,

Fadyv Joan had a litlle engine trouble s0 Blue Goose gave her a
line and plucked her clear of the entrance, snd she was soon away.
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FLEE BaEe soon Torged ahead, as wsual, and scemed to be having o good
vl Bine Goose's engine was cul al Q755 and she wuas on a broad
rcach, port tack. towards Whithy, At this me the sun appeared, and
we salled on happily and weli, eking ol the various prominent head-
lands and chills passed on our course. AL 0913 un omimous black ¢lowud
appearcd over the land, On this part ol the coast pariicularly, these
often herald o violent syuiall, so being single-banded tn Blire (faose,
a turn was tuken in her main in zood thime. Hali an hoor Later. without
anything developing, the reet was shaken out off Ravenscar. the wind
veering westerly and falling light. O Hawsker Blie Goose was sailed
inshore, and the working b repliced by the jenony. This s on a4 Whyke-
hi-Martn Turling pear, and is sei ying From the old iboard hixture
of the forestay, while the working sail, set on o stemhead torestay, wus
putl in stops. A pleasant bourd was then mude seawards, sailing well
with the changed nig. and svon Whithy East prer was open of Saltwick
Nab, a rocky prominence south of Whithy. By 1105 the wind had gone
completely, so the ontboard was Otted and 1200 saw the {our of us
safely moored al the seaward end of the harbour, alongside a fine old
prawner. |his had recently lost its mast, and the two young men on her
were busy splicing it and biling new rigging. This grand ship looked
very altructive with tarred topsides. long bowsprit and tanned  sails,
she must have heen pretty old,

This feg of the cruise had been very pleasant indeed, and 1t was
good to have sunshine and @ nice reaching brecze tor it Blue Goose's
e for the 17 miles was 4 hrs. 23 mins, giving an average speed of
1.9 knots. Lhe trip would have been very much faster il the wind had
not fallen light ofl Whithy.

Soon we were able o o alongside the molor cruiser where we
had Lan carber in the weck. and had been very snug. Having arrived
so so0n we took the opportunity to clean ship, have a gocd cooking
session and to take anather look around this very delightiul spot, We
had a little excitement when young Christopher shipped down a few
rungs of the lidder on the guayside. and landed in the water. He was
quickly pulled oul by a voung man. who modestly and quietly slipped
awity into the crowds, Chris, was a bit shocked at first, bl laler gave
the impression that it had been o bit ol a Lark alter wll.

[n the ¢vening we had an hour with our lciends in the W.Y.C. who
were very pressing that we return im the future. The final ltem on
Iriday night waus to get the coastal forecast at 23.45 howrs. This said
lght and variable winds on all coasts [rom Berwick-on-Tweed to the
Humber: this would at least let us get home. The shipping forecast on
the Saturday morning said ‘Tyne variable 1-3 becoming south-east 3-4,
This was fine bt then came the depressing comment (hat there would
be early morning fog: this indecd we already had, and gute thick too.
Blwe (Goose's barometer read 30055 min. and was steady.

Checking on Lthe tide we found that 08,30 hrs.. was the best iime
1o leave 1o get the best of the ebbh up the coast, At 1his time the tide
was ebbing fast out of the harbour. bul there was still the question of
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the Tog. Troe (o prediction il was certainly there, and showed no sign
of lifting, Afler discussion, 1t wus decided to move oul of harbour and
toy anchor inshore towards Sandsend and wall Tor a clearance. IF this
did ot come 10 oo reasonable tme we could always return tw harkour,
when the tide served, The Neel therefore set sarl, and motored out al
5.5 hres, 11 we had waited much longer we should have been on the
pulty until the next tide. Becausc ol the log Blue Goose hoisted a
radar retlector on her foresall hatliard, and this was a4 comfort 1o the
rest ol the fleet. Outside the harbour we turned west and looked for
a suitahle place 1o anchor, One of the boals Ict go 15 fathoms of cham
and didn’t have much Tuck 1n linding a hold. Meanwhile H:d8 Billy g
her echo sounder o work, while we steered o south-westerly course.
Soon she found 3 fathoms and, with a lead ine, Curvy conlirmed 3
[thoms exactly! We then anchored in a cluster and wailed for the tog
to PG It was cery lying in our own liltle citele of light with a wall ot
luminous fog around us. We felt reasonably safe from big ships, bul
kepl o smart lookout, and cocked our ears for the possible approach
of simatller fishing boals thal might be aboul. Happily, we had no
visitors. Still, we kept buanging our extempore lToghells from time to
lime. In the meanwhile, Eric, never nmissing an opportunity, had got s
lishing rod to work. but this time without success, By 1030, the fog
appearcd (o be lifting : we could dimly see fishing cables to seaward at
aboul 800 vards. and also the bathing huts on the beach. Len had taken
4 bearing on the foghorn at Whithy High Light, wt 120 deg. M. When
plotied on the 3 Tathom line, this pul us about 800 yards rom the shore.
and indeed. when the (og lifted further, we could see the groins on the
heach, just where they should be with such a plot. We decide to leave
4t 11.00 hrs.. and motoring oot (the wind was very Jight), we made an
ofling and then sei a course of 320 deg. M. for Hartlepool. The coasl-
line was just visible through the fog, and it scemed that the Lde was
setting us inshore. Blue Goase therefore motored on 340 deg. M. for a
{few minutes, and then settled down to 310 deg. M.

Motor/sailing on, we passed through o dense patch ol fog, and
then dimly discerncd Kellie Nesg abeam through a thinning fog. It was
then noliced that there was a trickle of oil from one of the cylinder
holding-down holts on the ovulboard. A little work with a spanner, in
between tiller adjustments, soon corrected this, and by this time the sun
was shining and it was getting warn, A strip-tease acl soon starled on
the various boats: oilskios, jerseys and finally shirts were discarded,
while on €nrvy. Shirley appeared on the foredeck in a bikini, making
a very attractive hgurchead!

Staithes coustguard station was abeam at 12,35, when it was dis-
covered that Hill Biifv's engine was noi getting suflicient water through.
The sea being smooth, Lady Joan and Hill Bilfy were tied together
bow and stern, and they motor fsailed quite a long way very happily
and sociably., until the fanlt was remedied. Blue Goose's engine was
now given a rest, the radar reflecior taken down, and the jenny hoisted.
Maotor sailing. she set off to catch up with the rest of the fleet. Ot
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Skinningrove Iron Works, there was more sonth-casterly wind, so the
engme was cul, and, goose winged (no pun tnilended)., she sailed on,
By this ume, the good tide had gone and salling was slow,. but never
unpleasant, Note was taken ol Siliburn Church and S8t Germain's
Muarske abcam, and, as the Tees Lurway was approached. the enging
was started again so thatl g quick crossing of the decpwuter channe!
could be muade. Onee across. the engine was cul and unshipped, and
sidling on u broad redch, we were pleased 10 be met by Ken Mauarks
in his new T2, Jooking very smart and sathng well. Ken's Atalanta as
usually been ™ mother ship ™ to us smadler cruisers on trips such as the
present ane, and we had missed hime The Longsear Buoy was abeam
at 1745 and by 1810 we were all safely back on our moorings in
Middleton Harbour, Hartiepoolf, the trip having taken 7 hrs. [ mins.
from where we had anchored, giving an overall speed of ahoul 2.4
knols,

Lhus ended a very pleasant week’s cruise, much enjoyed by all
who took part, and thoughts are already turming to next year, when we
might venture father afield. In the meanwhile, there was indeed luxury
in thal Teng seak in @ hot bath when we gol home!

A Swedish Holiday
By D F. & D W. Ringrose (concluded)
\.- E decided to conline ourselves o day sailing, so our voyages did
not carry us far afield, but with <o many islands close at hand we
rarely covered the same frack twice.

On one splendid day with o brisk N2 wind in the early morning.
we made Tor the Koster isluands some six miles away. With a soldier’s
wind we satled through the sound and across 1the bight belween the
higger 1slands out into the apen sea of the Kosierljord. Visibility was
perfect, and we casily identificd the many beacons and lights which
dominate the maze of rocks and islands, and found wur way into
Kilesund prer on the siand of South Kosier, We tied up bow on but
lard out the small COQR at the stern Lo keep Jonafy well out of the way
af the hitle blue and white steamers which call here un their way to
the fishing port ot Stromstad. The Koster islands are more verdant
than most of the mshore islands and have a milder climate. which is
attributed o the Gulf Stream. They alse have some rare botanical and
geological features. About 2 pom. we dearded 1o leave, so as to use the
wind before it fell away altogether, lor the sea scemed mirror-calm as
we Jooked down into the Kosterfjord rom the rocks above Kilesand.
We had to motor a short way out Irom the anchorage before getling
under sad agam. bul the wind had veered to NNW and Ireshened in
the open sea. so we were able to run briskly goose-winged, to the
Plalskar beacon where we chunged course and sailed on a broad reach
into the bighi and among the mner islands again. We dropped anchor
at a favourite httle beach and were soon swimming and sunbathing
while the children rowed and sailed ihe dinghy in the last ol the day’s
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wind. The dmehy s very popular, especially with Chrisiopher who
ofien preferred to " abandon ship 7 and row home (8 our progress was
o slow,

During the holiday we spent most of our diays i similar visits 1o
the islands; wsually we had some bnsk saitling m the mormings, then
swant, pichicked and explored, ghosting home in the calm evenings.
With scveral extra pallons of wuter in the torepeak Josafv handled
very well and was not altected by the heavier engine.

Two (rips were made to Stromstad, the only town ol any size 1n
the arca. 4 Oshing port and departure point of an impressive car ferry
lo Norway. Stromstad is a holiday resort, but by mid-August there 1s
not very much cvidence ol tourism, apart {rom the numeroos small
vessels making excursions te nearby aslands, There are several restanr-
ants, but the best, beautifully situated between the two malnr harbours,
had astronomical prices, and most of the smaller ones served one matn
course only. which s the Swedish custom, and prices here were high.
We found an cxcellent self-service restaurant attached to a restuurant
overlooking the fishing bouat harbour, where there was a good choice
ol hoth Swedish and Cnghsh food, and enjoyed some good meals there,
sitting oulside in hot sunshine and watching the constant traffic of large
and simall craft among the islands, Qutside Stromstad tsell there were
virtually no eating places oxeept i the towns: two were shown on i
map ol the locality but scemaed 1o be small tea-rooms, and pubs. ol
course are unkown because Swedish liguor laws are very strict.

On the trips Lo Stromstad we used the BEyvinrode (or most of the
way., a8 the inshore route leads throngh narrow and very shatlow
channels o several places, bul 1s so beautiful that we preferred (o use QL.

Wherever we went, the Stihouctie aroused great interest. We were
approached one morning by a pentleman who chatlered a1 length o
Swiodish of which we could only understand one word—" Hurley ™!
Whal a tribute o the [irm! We {ound 1t difficult to explaim the wdea ot
Dilge kecls, as our Swedish s imited, and mainly concerned with Lood.

There was quite 4 bt of local interest when the day came
retrieve Jorafyv, as this was 4 manocuvre seldom seen 1n these waters.
We were a little apprehensive abowt the procedure ourselves, and
although we unshipped all the heavy geart. including the masl. our fears
were Jusbified, as first the jockey wheel and then the port side trailer
wheel, gradualty bedded into the soft sand, while we struggled to pull
the boat and trailer up the uneven slope. Alter two broken ropes we
found that the jockevy wheel was louling the brake lever, which
accounicd Tor some of the difficalty, but by the time the brake was
Ireed the trailer wheel was up to the hubcap in sand. At this poimnt as
we were beginming to thunk scrousiy about the crane on Sltromstad
Harbour, a local boat owner appeared as by magic with a steel hawser.
and when this wis not sullicient, hitched his car W ours, and the two
together moved slowly Torwards, Jorafv and traller rose [rom the
Skagerrak as his car plunged into the nearby hedge, and our audience
were s Jdelighted as we were, We thanked our helper warmily, and he
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